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DysFUNctional: DysFUNctional Men
June 19, 2022

 ST U DY
Spend the week studying Genesis 18:16-19. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools 
to enhance your preparation.

 P R AY
Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their open-
ness to God’s Word.

 L A N D I N G  P O I N T
God calls every man to find purpose and meaning in Him.

 CONFIDENTIALITY | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

 NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during 
group time.

 NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

 SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

P R E P A R AT I O N

G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

A N S W E R I N G  T H E  C A L L
In this series, your group has discussed individual and relationship dysfunctions and how they can prevent you from 
experiencing God’s best for you. They can rob you of the joy and fun that should be enjoyed in life. Yes, life is difficult 
at times and we all experience our fair share of hardship and dysfunction; but that doesn’t have to be the norm for us. 
There’s room in life for fun, laughter, and celebration.

This week your group will look at what it means for men to answer the call to biblical manhood and find purpose and 
meaning in their relationship with God.

Q: Share about one man who has had a positive influence on your life. 
What made this influence significant to you?

D E E P E R  D I V E

A N  E X C E P T I O N A L  M A N
One of the first men God ever called was Abraham, the father of our faith. Long ago God called Abraham to leave his 
homeland and set off on an adventure to a land God promised to him and his offspring. Along the way to this promised 
land, Abraham was living in an area near Sodom and Gomorrah where the people had become so corrupt and sinful 
that God chose to punish them by destroying the city and its people. Against the backdrop of Sodom and Gomorrah’s 
brokenness and sin stood Abraham, a man who lived to answer God’s call and live his life God’s way. 

Let’s learn about Abraham and what made him stand out among the people of his day.

Q: Have a volunteer read Genesis 18:16-19. How does God show His favor 
to Abraham in what He says in vv. 16-19?

Q: What specifically does God say Abraham was chosen for?
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R E F L E C T I O N  A N D  N E X T  S T E P S

T H E  Q U A L I T I E S  O F  A  B I B L I C A L  M A N 

In these four short verses from Genesis, we notice three important qualities about Abraham and his calling to biblical 
manhood. We see that Abraham was these things:

• A chosen man. Abraham was called by God and chosen for a purpose. When God works, He works through men 
and women. You don’t have to search for purpose and meaning because you already have it. God has called you to 
His good purposes, and life becomes more fun and fulfilling when you know who you are and what you are about. 

• A family man. Raising a family isn’t just momma’s job. It takes two and a man is responsible to lead in his family. 
Men have the God-given responsibility to pass on God’s ways to their children and the next generation. Life is more 
fun when men are fully engaged as husbands and fathers. They can bring joy, love, laughter, and encouragement 
into a home and make life more enjoyable for everyone.

• An influential man. God made Abraham to be great and make a difference in the world. Abraham didn’t become 
great on his own strength. God made Abraham great and used him to bless the nations. Every man has the ability 
to influence others. The question is, “What kind of influence do you have?” Are you influencing others for good? For 
God’s purposes? Men are meant to bring joy, blessing, and encouragement to those they meet every day. They are 
meant to bring fun and life to others.

Q: Where do you currently see God working His purposes through you? 
How does that give you purpose and meaning?

Q: What difference does it make in the home when a man is fully engaged 
as a husband and father?

Q: Where in your life do you see opportunities to influence others and bring 
fun and life to them?

Q: Abraham lived in a culture that was far from God and, yet, he remained 
faithful to God. How can you remain faithful in a culture that opposes God 
and His ways?
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C O M M E N TA R Y
Background to the Story

“In [Gen. 18:16-33] the prospect of Sodom’s destruction is revealed by the Lord to Abraham. Out of concern for 
Lot, Abraham intercedes with God regarding his nephew and his family. The ensuing conversation underlines that 
the destruction of Sodom and the other cities of the plain is fully justified because of the inhabitants’ overwhelming 
wickedness (see also 13:13). Had there been as few as ten righteous people in Sodom, the city would have been spared. 
Abraham’s intercession for the Gentile cities of Sodom and Gomorrah is in line with his calling to be the vehicle of 
blessing to the whole world.” 

The Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah

“God does not take lightly his decision to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. The Lord’s visit demonstrates that the 
destruction is punishment for their wrongdoing. There is no reason to assume on the basis of these verses that God’s 
knowledge of all that occurs on earth is somehow limited. Before God punishes, He scrutinizes the situation with the 
utmost rigor.”

Chosen for a Purpose

“The Hebrew word translated ‘chosen’ here means ‘chosen in love.’ The purpose of God’s sovereign and gracious 
election is that His people will be holy and righteous in His sight (Eph. 1:4).”

ENDNOTES:

1.  Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 81–82.
2.  D. A. Carson, ed., NIV Biblical Theology Study Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2018), 52.
3.  R. C. Sproul, ed., The Reformation Study Bible: English Standard Version (2015 Edition) (Orlando, FL: Reformation Trust, 2015), 42.

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?


