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Better Together: How to Win 
at Relationships

June 13, 2021

 STUDY

Spend the week studying Romans 12:9-13 and 13:8-10. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study 
tools to enhance your preparation.

 PRAY

Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their openness to 
God’s Word.

 L ANDING P OINT

To win at relationships we must see that we are a family whose members honor and love one another as Jesus honors 
and loves us.

CONFIDENTIALIT Y  | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS -TALK  | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting 
during group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fi x each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING  | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

p r e pa r at i o n

g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n
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As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

N O  E A S Y  T A S K
Living in community with one another is no easy task. Human beings are extremely complex and diverse. Put us 

all together and you have a collection of people who see and interact in the world differently and have their own 

personality, temperament, background, etc. Add sin to the equation and community can becomes even harder and 

potentially messy.

Yes, winning at relationships can be difficult but it is possible in Christ. This week your group will look at how Paul 

instructs believers in Rome to live in healthy, life-giving community. To win at relationships we must see that we 

are a family whose members honor and love one another as Jesus honors and loves us.

Q: What makes living in community both difficult and beneficial for you?

Select 2–3 questions to discuss as a group.

A  H E A L T H Y ,  L I F E - G I V I N G  C O M M U N I T Y
Previously in Romans 12 Paul described believers as the Body of Christ. We are one body with many parts and every 
believer has gifts, a purpose and a function. From this image Paul next shows us that we belong to each other and 
need each other in order to be a healthy, life-giving community. Let’s read and discuss Paul’s description of this type 
of community and what it means to be this type of community today.

Q: Have a volunteer read Romans 12:9-13 and 13:8-10. How would you describe genuine 
love in your own words?

i n t r o d u c t i o n

d e e p e r  d i v e
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T H E  A A A  A P P R O A C H
One of the primary ways that Christianity expanded in the first century was through the influence of Christian 
communities on society. Simply put, Christians communities were very different from other communities around 
them. That had a significant impact on how others perceived the Christian community, faith, and the nature of God.

Paul gives three main distinctions that are to mark Christian community and set believers apart in the way they 
interact with one another, something we will call the AAA Approach. Let’s look at each of these important distinctions 
and what it means to live this way with one another today.

• Affirm the family. The relationship believers share with one another is deeper than even our earthly 
relationships because our kinship is a spiritual one. We have been brought into the family of God by Christ 
and that changes the way we see and treat one another. We are now united in God’s family as brothers and 
sisters in Christ and that changes everything.

• Attitude that honors. Paul challenges believers to outdo one another in showing honor. To have an attitude 
of honor means that you acknowledge the value of others and give preference to them. When you honor 
others, you put their needs ahead of your own.

• Act in love. The tie that binds everything together in the family of God is love. This kind of love is genuine. 
It’s more than a feeling; it’s a love that shows itself in action. Paul’s words echo those of Jesus, who said 
that our love for one another will show others that we belong to Him (John 13:35).

Q: Every family has its own family culture. What kind of culture would you want your 
group to have as a family?

R e f l ec t i o n  a n d  n e x t  s t e p s

Q: Share about a healthy, life-giving community you have been a part of and what 
impact it had on you.

Q: How would people see believers differently if we lived out Paul’s instructions in this 
section of Romans?
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Q: What’s one thing you can do to honor someone else this week?

Q: What prevents you from acting in love? What empowers you to act in love?

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?

Genuine Love “In classical Greek drama, the hypokritēs (actor) wore a face-mask. The Christian’s loving behavior 
should not be playing a part or wearing a mask, but an authentic expression of goodwill.”1

A Model of Honor Jesus is a greatest model for showing honor to others (see Phil. 2:3-7).

Fulfilling the Law “The Christian is to allow no debt to remain outstanding except the one that can never 
be paid off—’the debt to love one another.’ The obligation to love has no limit. We are to love not only those of the 
family of God but our ‘fellowman’ as well. As God’s love extended to all, so must our concern reach out to believer 
and nonbeliever alike (cf. Matt 5:44–45). Obviously love will take different forms depending on the recipient, but 
the decision to ‘place the welfare of others over that of our own’ may not be limited to those of like faith. Paul added 
that whoever loves his ‘fellowman’ has satisfied all that the law requires.”2

co m m e n ta ry
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