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Stand Alone: Lasik for the Heart
May 29, 2022

 ST U DY
Spend the week studying Luke 10:25-37. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to 
enhance your preparation.

 P R AY
Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their open-
ness to God’s Word.

 L A N D I N G  P O I N T
My story this summer will be to see and love others as Jesus did and does.

 CONFIDENTIALITY | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

 NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during 
group time.

 NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

 SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

P R E PA R AT I O N

G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

D R A W N  T O  S T O R Y
Summer is fast approaching and we have a lot to look forward to: backyard BBQs, taking the boat out on the lake, family 
vacations, relaxing in the hammock with a good book, enjoying America’s pastime at the ballpark. When it’s all said and 
done you will have lots of stories to share when summer comes to a close.

Everyone loves a good story. Bedtime stories. Novels. Summer blockbusters. Tall tales. Underdog stories. Dramas played 
out on the basketball court or football field. We are drawn to stories because stories are who we are. We are a collection 
characters and events composed in a narrative. If you want to get our attention, tell a story.

This week your group will look at one of Jesus’s stories and the fact that we can be a part of God’s redemptive story in 
our everyday lives.  

Q: What’s one thing you are looking forward to this summer?

DEEPER DIVE

J E S U S :  A  M A S T E R  S T O R Y T E L L E R
Jesus understood the power of stories and often taught His followers using parables, which are short stories that 
illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson. Jesus was a master storyteller and drew His listeners in with a compelling story 
while also giving incredible insight and truth about God and life. 

One day a lawyer asked Jesus, “What do I need to do to have eternal life?” Jesus’s answer was simple – “Love God with 
everything you’ve got and love your neighbor as yourself.” The lawyer heard this and then wondered aloud, “And who 
is my neighbor?” Jesus answered the lawyer with a story about a Samaritan who encountered the unexpected on his 
journey from Jerusalem to Jericho.

Let’s take a look at this story and what it teaches us about being part of God’s redemptive story.

Q: Have a volunteer read Luke 10:25-37. The priest and Levite were 
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R E F L E C T I O N  A N D  N E X T  S T E P S

S E E I N G  O T H E R S  A S  J E S U S  D O E S

Myopia, or nearsightedness, is a condition where you can see things up close but not far away. People often opt to have 
Lasik surgery to correct their myopia. If we were to use this image to apply to our lives, are there times when we suffer 
from spiritual myopia? When all we can see is what’s right in front of us and it’s all about us, and we become so self-
absorbed and self-centered that we can’t see those in the distance? 

Spiritual myopia can make us lose sight of those God puts in our path. In order to see clearly, we need to ask God to 
perform Lasik surgery on the eyes of our hearts so that we can see people the way Jesus does. Everyone you encounter 
on a day-to-day basis has their own unique set of needs, desires, hurt, and pain. Jesus’s parable reminds us that we 
need to have clear vision to see those around us and love them as a follower of Jesus should—in real and tangible ways 
as the Good Samaritan did in the story.

The Good Samaritan made a decision to love the man who was left for dead and neglected by everyone else who passed 
by. He opened his heart and wallet and went the extra mile to make sure the man was brought to safety and got what he 
needed. Like the Good Samaritan, you can be part of God’s redemptive story when you do these things:

• See. The Good Samaritan saw the man and felt compassion for him. Ask God, “Give me eyes to see others as 
you do and a heart that chooses love and compassion.”

• Stop. He stopped to attend to the present needs the man had. Sometimes life’s interruptions are God’s invita-
tions to help us care for someone in need.

• Stay. He stayed with the man to care for him before returning to normal life. Opportunities to love and care for 
others can last a moment, a day, or longer. 

This summer you can be a part of God’s redemptive story. You can have clear vision to see the needs, desires, hurt, 
and pain of others God puts on your path and respond to them with love and compassion. This summer you can see 
and love as Jesus does.

religious figures in Jewish society and they passed by the man. Who are 
the marginalized and hurting people today believers are passing by?

Q: Share about a time when you saw someone show compassion and help 
someone in need.  

Q: How would you respond to the following question as a follower of Jesus: 
Who is your neighbor?
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C O M M E N TA R Y

The Jericho Road “The route of the Jericho Road, still visible today, included long stretches of rocky terrain that made 
it a useful base of operations for robbers. The road descended (down) about 3,200 feet (975 m) from Jerusalem to 
Jericho along this 18-mile (29-km) route.”

The Priest’s and Levite’s Response “Jewish law considers a corpse unclean, and some by extension may consider the 
“half dead” (v. 30) unclean as well, which explains how the priest and Levite respond. A priest serves in the Jerusalem 
temple (1:5, 8; 5:14) and is thus particularly sensitive to such a purity concern (Lev. 5:2–6; 21:1–4; Num 5:2; 6:6–8; 
Ezek. 44:25–27). A Levite assists the priests in temple services (Deut. 33:8–11; 1 Chr 23:28) and thus shares a similar 
concern.”

Jews and Samaritans “The Jews were no friends with the Samaritans, and regarded them almost on a level with 
demons (John 8:48). For a Samaritan to befriend the wounded man would have seemed unthinkable. Yet Christ’s 
kingdom would ultimately cross all boundaries of race, culture and class. The Samaritan, though apparently alone and 
unseen by others, showed great kindness. Too often, we are kind to others because we expect recognition and praise for 
it. The Samaritan could so easily have walked past, and let the man die. No one would have known, and therefore no one 
would have censured him. But he could not ignore the need.”

ENDNOTES:

1.  Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 1977.
2. v. verse in the chapter being commented on
3.  D. A. Carson, “The Gospels and Acts,” in NIV Biblical Theology Study Bible, ed. D. A. Carson (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2018), 1848.
4. Gavin Childress, Opening up Luke’s Gospel, Opening Up Commentary (Leominster: Day One Publications, 2006), 96.

Q: Take a moment to pray and ask God to give you clear vision to see 
others as Jesus does.

Q: What could you do this week to be more aware of those around you and 
the needs, desires, hurt, and pain they have?

Q: Where in your life this summer are there opportunities to be part of 
God’s redemptive story?

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?


