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Jesus Turns Water Into Wine
May 23, 2021

 STUDY

Spend the week studying John 2:1-11. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to enhance your 
preparation.

 PRAY

Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their openness to 
God’s Word.

 L ANDING P OINT

Jesus changes me from the inside out so I can have a real relationship with Him.

CONFIDENTIALIT Y  | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS -TALK  | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting 
during group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fi x each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING  | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

p r e pa r at i o n

g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n
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As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

T H E  F I R S T  S I G N
The gospel of John is built around seven key signs (or miracles) that Jesus performed. These signs point us to who 

Jesus is and what He accomplished in His earthly ministry. This week your group will look at Jesus’s first sign in 

John 2:1-12 when He turned water into wine. 

It’s quite remarkable that Jesus’s first miracle was essentially to keep the party going. What’s so remarkable about 

more wine at a wedding celebration? Well, your group will look deeper into this sign and discover that there’s 

much more to this miracle than what you see at first glance.

Q: What do miracles teach us about who God is?

Select 2–3 questions to discuss as a group.

J E S U S  T O  T H E  R E S C U E
Not long after Jesus called His first disciples (John 1), He went to a wedding in Cana (John 2). While He was there 
with His disciples, something potentially embarrassing happened—the wine ran out. Something needed to be done 
and Jesus’s mother, who was at the wedding, looked to Jesus for help. 

Let’s see how Jesus responded and what His first sign in John’s gospel shows us about what He came here to 
accomplish.

Q: Have a volunteer read John 2:1-12. What does Jesus reveal about Himself in this 
story?

i n t r o d u c t i o n

d e e p e r  d i v e
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A  D E E P E R  S I G N I F I C A N C E
So, Jesus turned water into wine. That’s impressive, but Jesus would go on to heal the sick and even raise the 
dead later in His ministry. What was so special about this miracle at a wedding? When you look at the context and 
imagery in John 2, you see that Jesus was telling us something deeper about Himself and His mission.

Jesus’s first sign reveals four key aspects of who Jesus is and what He does in our lives:

• Wedding – Jesus desires a real relationship with you. The context of Jesus’s first sign is significant. It’s a 
wedding. A wedding represents a time for celebration and covenant. A wedding is two people becoming one 
in relationship and making a promise to serve and help one another as long as they live. Jesus is the groom 
and we, the Church, are His Bride. Jesus wants the kind of intimate relationship with you that a husband 
and wife share with one another. He came to bring us into an intimate relationship with God.

• Wine – The blood of Jesus makes you pure. At the Last Supper Jesus used wine to represent His blood as 
a sacrifice for sin. The blood of Jesus makes us clean. It purifies us. As sinners, we need to be purified and 
only Jesus can do that for us. Jesus came to make us pure before God through the blood of His sacrifice.

• Water – Jesus has the power to change. Jesus took water and made it into wine. This sign displayed His 
power to do what is impossible. Do you believe that Jesus has the power to do the impossible? Jesus wants 
you to believe that nothing is impossible with Him. In His power Jesus can do anything He wants.

• Work and Worship – Your work is your worship. This first sign was an act of worship. Jesus worked in 
His ministry to bring glory to God and point others to God, and it’s the same with us. Our work is our 
worship because we serve the mission of God; as His Church and Bride, we live to be like Jesus in our 
relationships, our families, our workplaces, and our communities. To worship is to work to make Jesus 
known in us and through us.

R e f l ec t i o n  a n d  n e x t  s t e p s

Q: Wine was a symbol of plenty and blessing for Jews in Jesus’s day. Where do you see 
Jesus’s blessing in your life?

Q: A wedding is a time for celebration. In what ways can you practically celebrate your 
relationship with Jesus?
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Q: What’s one thing you can do this week to connect with Jesus on a deeper level?

Q: Name one impossible thing you want Jesus to do in your life or in the life of someone 
else. Spend a few minutes in prayer, asking Jesus to do the impossible for you.

Q: How would you encourage someone to see their life as an act of worship? What 
difference would it make to speak that same encouragement to yourself?

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?
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ENDNOTES:

1.  Andrew Paterson, Opening Up John’s Gospel, Opening Up Commentary (Leominster: Day One Publications, 2010), 22.
2. R. C. Sproul, ed., The Reformation Study Bible: English Standard Version (2015 Edition) (Orlando, FL: Reformation Trust, 2015), 1855.
3. Robert H. Mounce, “John,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Luke–Acts (Revised Edition), ed. Tremper Longman III and David E. Garland, vol. 10 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2007), 388.

Celebrating God’s Kingdom Reign The first miracle was a sign of the celebration that is to come for God’s 
people in Jesus’s coming to establish God’s kingdom on earth, both in the past and at a future date when it will 
be fully established. “The Jewish readers in particular would have seen that Jesus was fulfilling Old Testament 
prophecies. God’s kingdom was breaking through. This was a pointer to the joy and gladness and super-abundance 
that characterizes God’s goodness to His people.”1

Making Sense of Jesus and Mary’s Conversation “Usually Jesus’s ‘hour’ refers to the time of His 
suffering and death (7:30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 17:1). Jesus is asserting that His Father, not Mary, must determine 
the timetable of His earthly ministry.”2

Miracles in John “For John, miracles are sēmeia, which point beyond themselves. The turning of water into 
wine is a sēmeion that reveals the glory of Jesus and leads His disciples to ‘put their faith in him.’ The seven signs 
selected and recorded by John have as their purpose bringing people to faith in Jesus (20:3–30). The faith that John 
speaks of in the present context is an ever-deepening trust on the part of the disciples rather than their initial step 
of faith in following Jesus. The ‘glory’ of Jesus revealed by the miracle was a momentary manifestation of His divine 
nature as the Son of God. The full revelation of the ‘Lord of glory’ (1 Cor. 2:8) is an eschatological event that awaits 
the day of fulfillment yet future.”3

co m m e n ta ry


