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 ST U DY
Spend the week studying Mark 10:17-31. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to 
enhance your preparation.

 P R AY
Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their 
openness to God’s Word.

 L A N D I N G  P O I N T
The key to avoiding the money idol is to be thankful, content, and generous. 

 CONFIDENTIALITY | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

 NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during 
group time.

 NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

 SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

P R E P A R AT I O N

G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

T H E N  I ’ L L  B E  H A P P Y 
Many desire to be rich and successful in this life and work hard to achieve both. Many have that achiever personality that 
drives them to excel in life, work, politics, etc. Many want to be a ‘somebody’ and not a ‘nobody.’ Many have their eyes set 
on the future and think, “One day I’ll get there. I’ll reach the summit. I’ll have what I’ve always wanted. Then I’ll be happy.”

This week, your group will discuss an encounter Jesus had with a rich young ruler. Like many today, the rich young ruler 
wanted to do the right thing. He wanted to follow God and have eternal life. But there was something standing in the way, 
something that made him hesitate to make a full commitment to Jesus and give him first priority in his life. 

The spiritual riches that Jesus offers are greater than the earthly riches of money, success, fame, power, and status. 
Riches, looks, and prestige don’t last. The spiritual riches that Jesus gives do and are far-more fulfilling than anything 
the world can give.  

Q: Where, currently, are you experiencing God’s spiritual riches? 

D E E P E R  D I V E
S O M E T H I N G ’ S  M I S S I N G
One day a young man came up to Jesus with a question. “Jesus, what do I need to do to have eternal life?” The man was 
young, rich, powerful. You can imagine he was revered in his community. He was a success story. Parents told their kids 
to grow up and be like him.

This rich young ruler was also a religious person who observed the commands, rituals, and practices of his Jewish faith. 
But something was missing. Despite all the things going for him in life, something didn’t feel right. Something deep inside 
him said, “It’s not enough. There has to be something more.” 

Let’s take a look at the exchange between Jesus and this rich young ruler and what it teaches us about worship and the 
spiritual riches Jesus offers.

Q: Have a volunteer read Mark 10:17-31. Split into pairs and retell the story in your own 
words.

Q: How can wealth become a stumbling block to following Jesus?
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R E F L E C T I O N  A N D  N E X T  S T E P S

AV O I D I N G  T H E  M O N E Y  I D O L
Jesus saw a stumbling block in the rich young ruler who wanted eternal life, but there was something standing in the way 
of that: he was attached to his wealth and all the comfort, security, power, and status that came with it. That’s why Jesus 
told him to sell everything and follow him. Jesus wasn’t being cruel to the young man. He was touching his heart and 
revealing what was actually there. The rich young ruler’s god was his wealth and he couldn’t give it up to follow Jesus. 

We worship what our hearts desire above all else. Money can become an idol that ensnares even the best of us. How do 
you avoid making money an idol? Consider three things:

1. Be thankful. Acknowledge that all you have comes from your Heavenly Father who loves you and meets your 
needs. Make gratitude a daily practice because God continues to show you His goodness and faithfulness.

2. Be content. If you’re not enough without the Mercedes or the four-bedroom house or exotic vacations, then 
you’ll never be enough with those things. Don’t try to keep up with the Joneses. Instead, celebrate what you do 
have and use it all for the glory of God. 

3. Be generous. A sure-fire way to avoid making money an idol is to give generously. When you see a need, give 
toward it. Find the joy in giving by helping others with your money.

Jesus offers spiritual riches that are far more valuable than anything you’ll find in this life. He offers you a fulfilled life, 
which is why He once told His followers, “I’ve come so that you would have an abundant life” (John 10:10). Only He can 
make us feel complete, content and joyful. 

Q: What do you think the “gods” of today are when you look around in your culture? What 
do people desire and treasure most?

Q: What’s one thing you can do this week to practice gratitude?

Q: As a group, brainstorm different ways you can be generous in your community.

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?

Q: How would you describe Jesus’s response to Peter’s statement in verse 28? What 
does it reveal about Jesus’s character?
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C O M M E N TA R Y
Obedience to the Law

“Jewish tradition held that complete obedience to the law would merit eternal life. Here Jesus reveals that eternal life 
comes only through following Him (i.e., the law cannot ‘impart life,’ cf. Gal 3:21–22).” 

God’s Greatest Blessing

“The disciples were shocked at the Lord’s declaration about wealth, because most Jews thought that the possession 
of great wealth was the evidence of God’s special blessing. Many people today still cling to this error, in spite of the 
message of Job, the example of Christ and the Apostles, and the clear teaching of the New Testament. In the case of this 
young man, his wealth robbed him of God’s greatest blessing, eternal life. Today, wealth continues to make rich people 
poor and the first last (see 1 Cor. 1:26–31).”

Faithfulness Rewarded

“In another solemn affirmation (I tell you the truth; cf. v. 15; 3:28) Jesus acknowledged that [the disciples’] allegiance 
to Him and the gospel (cf. 1:1; 8:35) entailed a break with old ties—home, loved ones, or property (fields), as the case 
may be (cf. 13:11–13; Luke 9:59–62). But to everyone who makes the break, Jesus promised that all these things will be 
replaced a hundredfold by new ties with fellow disciples (cf. Mark 3:31–35; Acts 2:41–47; 1 Tim. 5:1–2) in this present 
Age, the time period between Jesus’ First and Second [Coming]. Then in the Age to come, the future Age following 
Jesus’ return (from a NT viewpoint), each will receive the ultimate recompense—eternal life (cf. Mark 10:17).
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