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The Ultimate Hope
April 17, 2022

 ST U DY
Spend the week studying 1 Peter 1:3-12 and Revelation 21:1-4. Consult the commentary provided and any 
additional study tools to enhance your preparation.

 P R AY
Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their 
openness to God’s Word.

 L A N D I N G  P O I N T
Because Jesus lives I have hope in the present and the future.

 CONFIDENTIALITY | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

 NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during 
group time.

 NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

 SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

P R E P A R AT I O N

G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

G O O D  N E W S 
We love epic legends and fairy tales. Stories about heroes, princesses, beasts, battles and dragons have been passed 
down from generation to generation for thousands of years. Perhaps there’s something inside us that wishes for those 
fairy tales to actually be true. Well Jesus has good news for the present and the future. They will come true in Him and 
that is our ultimate hope.

The gospel’s message is that through Jesus Christ, every single one of these things the fairy tales talk 
about is true and will come to pass. We will have love from which we’re never parted. We will see an 
absolute triumph over evil. There is a beauty who will kiss you in all your beastliness, and transform you. 
There is a Prince who will save us forever. 
         Tim Keller

The gospel gives us hope that better days are ahead of us. Jesus has promised to return one day and set things right. 
This week your group will discuss how Jesus has promised to return and restore us and all creation so that all the fairy 
tale endings of “happily ever after” will come true one day. 

Q: What has God been teaching you about hope through this series?

D E E P E R  D I V E
H O P E  F O R  T H E  P R E S E N T
One of Jesus’s disciples, Peter, once wrote a letter to other disciples in the early church community because they were 
being persecuted for their faith. Life was not going well for these Jesus followers and their faith was being tested like 
never before. Peter wrote to encourage them to persevere in their faith and to find hope in their present difficulties.

Q: Have a volunteer read 1 Peter 1:3-12. How can remembering God’s many blessings 
help you find hope in difficulty?  
 
Q: How would you care for someone who can’t find hope in their difficulty?
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R E F L E C T I O N  A N D  N E X T  S T E P S

B E C A U S E  H E  L I V E S
One day Jesus will finally set right all that has gone wrong in the world and firmly establish God’s kingdom for all eternity. 
He will restore us and make all things new. He will dwell with his people and life will be as it was always meant to be. All 
that you’ve dreamed to be true in those fairy tales will come true in Jesus because He lives. That is good news and it is 
good news that gives us something we all need–hope. 

Whoever you are and wherever you’re at in life, Jesus gives you hope. He gives you hope for the present and hope for the 
future. In Him, our Ultimate Hope, we have these things:

• Life and Restoration. All creation will be made new again. Sin, death and suffering will no longer be a part of our 
story. All of God’s promises will come true and we will fully enjoy the blessings of being a child of God in His 
family.

• Reunion Forever. Nothing will separate us from God and His love for us. We will be connected to God for all 
eternity and experience the life we were always meant to live—a life in relationship with Him. 

Q: Which of God’s promises has given (or is giving) you comfort?

Q: In what practical ways could you be more connected to God in your day-to-day life?

Q: What’s one thing you can do this week to remember the hope you have in Jesus for 
the present and the future?

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?

R E T U R N  O F  T H E  K I N G
Peter gave these early church followers hope in the present but what about hope for the future? Fortunately for us, we 
know how the story of history ends. The last book of the Bible, Revelation, was also written to church communities that 
were facing persecution. The book is filled with visions and images of spectacular events that point to Jesus’s return as 
the ultimate King, when He will restore His people and make all things new.

Q: Have a volunteer read Revelation 21:1-4. What’s one thing that you hope for Jesus to 
make right when He returns?
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C O M M E N TA R Y
His Preserving Power

“Peter assured his readers that they will certainly receive this inheritance, that future salvation will be theirs. The reason 
for this confidence is that they ‘are shielded by God’s power.’ The word ‘shielded’ (phrouroumenous) can be translated 
‘guarded’ or ‘protected.’ It is used of putting garrisons in a city to protect it from foes (cf. 2 Cor. 11:32; see also Phil 4:7). 
How does God protect believers? We know from the following verses that he does not exempt them from persecution or 
suffering. Believers may suffer agonizing pain, both physical and psychological, because of their faith. Peter must have 
meant that God preserves believers so that they will receive their final inheritance and experience the joy of [end time] 
salvation.”

The Greatest Blessing

“The greatest blessing of heaven will be unhindered fellowship with God himself. The goal of God’s covenant, “God with 
us” (Isa. 7:14, ESV footnote; Matt. 1:23), foreshadowed in the OT tabernacle and temple, will be achieved.”

A World Transfigured

“Some have thought that the new universe will be an entirely new world with no connection with the old. But Isa. 65:17–
25 and Rom. 8:21–23 indicate that a transfiguration of the old world is in view, like the way in which our new bodies will be 
transfigurations of the old (1 Cor. 15:35–57). Everything is new […] which indicates the thoroughness of transfiguration, 
but the result is redemption and not simply abolition of the old.”
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