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Hope for the Broken
April 10, 2022

 ST U DY
Spend the week studying Luke 22:31-34, vv.55-62 and John 21:1-19. Consult the commentary provided and 
any additional study tools to enhance your preparation.

 P R AY
Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their 
openness to God’s Word.

 L A N D I N G  P O I N T
Failure doesn’t define a person. Jesus does.

 CONFIDENTIALITY | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

 NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during 
group time.

 NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

 SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

P R E P A R AT I O N

G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

S O M E T H I N G  W E ’ R E  A L L  F A M I L I A R  W I T H 
Failure – it’s something in life we’re all familiar with. Sometimes we mess up. Sometimes we just don’t get things right. 
Maybe it’s something unkind you said to someone. You did something selfish instead of thinking of others. Your pride 
got the best of you and you wanted to be in the spotlight and get all the praise. You were jealous because others are 
more successful, better looking or more talented than you. Maybe, despite your best efforts, a close relationship fell 
apart or you missed the deadline to an important project at work.

The truth is none of us is perfect and we’ve all failed, messed up, screwed up, blew it, etc. Some think that failing makes 
you a failure but that simply isn’t true. There is hope for the broken. This week your group will discuss how Jesus gives 
hope to those who have failed because failure doesn’t define a person. Jesus does.

Q: Share about a time when God taught you something through failure.

D E E P E R  D I V E
P E T E R ’ S  B I G G E S T  F A I L U R E
If there’s one thing you can say about Peter, it is that he wasn’t very consistent. Sometimes he showed incredible spiritual 
insight such as when he confessed that Jesus was the Christ (Matthew 16:13-20). But other times he was slow to 
understand. Once, Peter’s faith allowed him to walk on water with Jesus, but when he began to doubt, he started to sink 
(Matthew 14:22-33).

 Like us, Peter was familiar with failure and had his share of less than flattering moments, but his biggest failure occurred 
on the night of Jesus’s arrest. Let’s take a look at what happened on that night and what Jesus did afterwards to restore 
one of His closest disciples and give him hope.

Q: Have three volunteers read Luke 22:31-34, vv.55-62 and John 21:1-19. What makes 
Peter such a relatable character in the Bible?
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R E F L E C T I O N  A N D  N E X T  S T E P S

L O O K  T O  J E S U S
Peter’s story shows us that Jesus gives us hope, even when we fail. Jesus knew Peter’s failures. He didn’t minimize or 
ignore them. Jesus wanted Peter to learn from his failure. Why? Because Jesus had big plans for Peter.

Peter went on to become an important leader in the early church. He demonstrated his love for Jesus by loving God’s 
people and feeding them with God’s Word just as Jesus commanded him to do. Peter may have stumbled and failed 
often. But his failures revealed his deep need for God. Peter didn’t overcome his failures by trusting in his own abilities. 
Instead, he looked to Jesus, who is an expert at taking our failures and using them for good.

Jesus sees your failures but He doesn’t want you to be defined by them. Jesus sees your weakness and brokenness but 
He gives you hope, even when you fail. He has big plans for you and wants you to look to Him in trust that He can use any 
failure to teach you and grow your faith.

Q: What could you do to look at failure from a different perspective?

Q: Describe the difference between looking to Jesus and trying to overcome your failures 
by your own abilities.

Q: Collaborate as a group and come up with a phrase that will help you remember the 
hope Jesus gives, even when we fail.

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?

 Q: Why is it difficult to admit our failures? How would we act differently if we were more 
honest about them?

Q: Give examples of people who have been restored after failing. What common themes 
do you see in their restoration?
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C O M M E N TA R Y

Peter’s Lesson

“From Peter’s point of view, there was no problem. He was willing to go with Jesus both to prison and even to death. 
He did not sense the devil preparing to turn his life upside down and sift him as wheat. Much later, when he wrote to 
believers, Peter seemed to have learnt the lesson, saying Satan is like a roaring lion ‘seeking whom he may devour’ (1 
Pet. 5:8).

Only the Lord knows what is around the corner for each of us. He has taught us to pray, ‘Lead us not into temptation.’ 
We may not sense that there is any spiritual deficiency in ourselves or threat from the devil, yet, thankfully, as with Peter, 
Christ prays for us (John 17:15; Heb. 7:25).”

Two Different Responses

“The brashly self-confident [Peter] disappeared. Now he distanced himself from the crowd. Outside by himself, he wept 
bitter tears. Grief overwhelmed him. Follow Jesus to prison and to death? He could not even follow him to a mockery 
of a trial. The grief was as deep as Judas’s later proved to be, but the response and subsequent actions would be quite 
different. Guilt led Judas to suicide. It led Peter to Pentecost.”

Three Times

“Peter has denied Jesus three times (18:15–18, 25–27); now Jesus asks him three times to reaffirm his love for Him and 
recommissions him. Jesus’ question, ‘Do you love me more than these?’ probably means, ‘Do you love me more than 
these other disciples do?’ rather than, ‘Do you love me more than these fish [i.e., his profession]?’ or ‘Do you love me 
more than you love these men?’—though all three senses are, of course, important.”
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