
Small Group Discussion Guide

CRAZY FAITH
THE KIND OF FAITH THAT MOVES MOUNTAINS
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Crazy Faith: Crazy Faith Trusts 
in God’s Timing

April 4, 2021

 STUDY

Spend the week studying Matthew 16:21-28. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to 
enhance your preparation.

 PRAY

Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their openness to 
God’s Word.

 L ANDING P OINT

The cost of discipleship comes with the promise of reward.

CONFIDENTIALIT Y  | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

NO CROSS -TALK  | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting 
during group time.

NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fi x each other. Jesus does that part.

SHARING  | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

p r e pa r at i o n

g r o u p  d i s c u s s i o n
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As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

G O D ’ S  C R A Z Y  P L A N
When you stop to think about it, the story of Easter is kind of crazy. Jesus is our unlikely Hero in this story 

because He doesn’t save the day by rising in the political ranks or by overthrowing the Roman government with 

military might. He saves the day by taking up His cross and giving His life to pay the penalty for our sin. But the 

story gets even crazier when He rises from the dead after three days.

Jesus’s death and resurrection were no accident. They were part of God’s crazy plan to save the world. Jesus 

chose God’s way, even though each day of His life brought Him one step closer to the cross. Crazy faith focuses on 

greater things, on God’s bigger and better plan. This week your group will discuss how Jesus taught His disciples 

that there is a cost for discipleship but it comes with the promise of reward. 

Q: What are some traditions you have (or want to start) to remember the Easter story?

Select 2–3 questions to discuss as a group.

W A I T I N G  F O R  A  H E R O
For hundreds of years the Jews were waiting for the Messiah (Savior King) to come. They expected the Messiah to 
establish God’s kingdom on earth through political and military power. But God had bigger and better plans which 
included the Messiah triumphing over His enemies in a very unexpected way. 

Jesus was committed to following God’s plans wherever they took Him, and He calls us to do the same. Let’s read 
this week’s passage and see what Jesus revealed to His disciples about God’s crazy plan and the cost of discipleship.

Q: Have a volunteer read Matthew 16:21-28. How would you summarize in one word or 

i n t r o d u c t i o n

d e e p e r  d i v e
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T H E  P A T H  O F  A  G R O W I N G  D I S C I P L E
Jesus could be so direct at times. He certainly didn’t beat around the bush with His disciples in this conversation. 
He told them frankly, “Look, there’s a cost to following me. Are you willing to pay it? If you want to follow me, you 
must deny yourself and take up the cross of suffering and even death.” 

A true disciple of Jesus needs four essential qualities. Thankfully, God works to develop each of these qualities in us 
as we walk the path of a growing disciple with Him. Let’s look at each of these qualities.

• Humility. God always has bigger and better plans for us because He sees far more than we could ever see 
with our limited view. Humility says, “God, I see so little and you see the big picture. Therefore, I trust that 
your plan is for my good and Your glory.” 

• Perspective. It’s easy to get caught up in the hustle and bustle of everyday life, but Jesus gives us 
perspective to see our everyday in light of eternity. What we do in the here-and-now impacts eternity. So, 
invest your time, talent, and treasure in things that will last long after you’re gone.

• Submission. To deny yourself and take up your cross is to fully submit to God. We can’t fully follow Jesus 
until we say, “All of me belongs to you, Jesus.”

• Hope. To follow Jesus means to follow Him into potential hardship and suffering. But we can endure the 
hardship and suffering with the hope of reward. 

Q: How would unbelievers see believers differently if they saw men and women who 
were following Jesus’s lead and taking up their cross in day-to-day life?

R e f l ec t i o n  a n d  n e x t  s t e p s

sentence Jesus’s statement about discipleship?

Q: How was Peter mistaken in his response to Jesus in verse 22?

Q: What does it mean for us today to take up our cross? Give examples.
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Q: Which of the four qualities do you need to develop most? Explain.

Q: What’s one thing you can do this week to focus on greater things with crazy faith?

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?

A Shift in Focus “Jesus now shows that the end for which He has come into the world is to suffer, die and then 
rise again. This becomes the main theme of His preaching from this time onwards.”1

Peter’s Objection “Jesus is not claiming that Peter is demon-possessed but that his rejection of the way of the 
cross reflects the attitude of Satan. ‘Get behind me’ means ‘Get away from me.’ Peter, the “rock” (v. 18), has quickly 
become a ‘stumbling block.’”2

Losing in Order to Gain “The path Jesus and His followers would travel would be a road of sorrow and 
suffering. But in so losing one’s life, one would truly find a better life. Jesus’s similar words (in 10:38–39) were 
stated in connection with one’s attitudes toward his family; here (16:24–25) Jesus spoke in relation to Peter’s 
misunderstanding about His program and the cost of discipleship.”3

co m m e n ta ry
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