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Hope for the Less Fortunate
April 3, 2022

 ST U DY
Spend the week studying Luke 10:25-37. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to 
enhance your preparation.

 P R AY
Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their 
openness to God’s Word.

 L A N D I N G  P O I N T
Hope is an action that requires me to be ready, motivated and engaged.

 CONFIDENTIALITY | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

 NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during 
group time.

 NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

 SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

P R E P A R AT I O N

G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

H O P E  I N  A C T I O N 
In this series we’ve been discussing how real hope is found in a Person, not in your circumstances. Jesus gives hope 
to everyone, including outsiders and those who are marginalized. Jesus invites us to find hope and a place at His table 
and calls us to invite others to find hope in Him. 

This week, your group will discuss what it means to give hope to others, especially the less fortunate. Hope is more 
than an idea or something you feel inside. Hope is an action and it requires us to be ready, motivated, and engaged in 
order to reach those God puts on our path.

Q: Share about a time when someone helped you when you really needed it.

D E E P E R  D I V E
W H O  I S  M Y  N E I G H B O R ?
One day a lawyer approached Jesus with a question: What do I need to do to have eternal life? Being a lawyer, this 
man was an expert in the law. Jesus responded, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind and 
love your neighbor as yourself.” The last part of Jesus’s answer intrigued the lawyer, who then asked, “And who is my 
neighbor?” Jesus, seizing the opportunity to show the lawyer who his neighbor was, told a parable about a traveler who 
was unexpectedly attacked on his way from Jerusalem to Jericho and left wounded and weak.

Let’s take a closer look at Jesus’s parable and how a Samaritan man came to the aid of this traveler and gave him real 
hope in a time of need.

Q: Have a volunteer read Luke 10:25-27. After the passage is read split into pairs and 
retell the story in your own words. 

Q: What does it practically look like to love God with all your heart, soul, mind and 
strength?



3  |  H O P E

R E F L E C T I O N  A N D  N E X T  S T E P S

R E A D Y,  M O T I VAT E D  A N D  E N G A G E D
Jesus used His parable to show the lawyer that his question should have been, “How can I love my neighbor?” not 
“Who is my neighbor?” The Samaritan showed care and compassion, despite the fact that he didn’t have any kind of 
relationship with the traveler. The same is true for us. God may put people on our path with whom we have no relationship 
or very little in common. But, they are our neighbors, our opportunity to give them hope. 

When God does puts someone less fortunate on your path, you need to be the following:

• Ready. The Samaritan didn’t expect to find someone beaten and left for dead on the side of the road. Nevertheless 
he was ready for the moment and took action. As believers, we shouldn’t see these moments as interruptions but as 
opportunities to show love and care for others as the Samaritan did. 

• Motivated. The Samaritan was motivated by compassion and mercy rather than guilt or duty. He did what he could 
with what he had and got the man into the hands of others who had more to offer. He gave without knowing what it 
would cost him in terms of money and time. Let your motivation be compassion to do what you can with what you 
have and trust God to care for someone beyond what you are able to do for them. 

• Engaged. The Samaritan stayed emotionally engaged even after he left the traveler and returned to his day-to-day 
responsibilities. God may invite you to be part of someone’s story in big or small ways. If God puts someone on your 
path, see them as God sees them: as people with value and dignity worthy of your time, energy, and resources.

Q: What could prevent you from being ready to help others in need?

Q: Where do you see opportunities around you to show compassion to others?

Q: What could you do this week to help yourself see others as God does?

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?

Q: Jesus’s parable helped the lawyer to see Samaritans as people, not enemies. Who are 
people in your culture who could be regarded as enemies? What makes it hard to love 
them?
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C O M M E N TA R Y

All Your Heart, Soul, Mind and Strength

“To love the Lord your God involves having faith in Him and also delighting in Him above all else. All the Synoptic Gospels 
(Matthew, Mark, and Luke) include the words heart (emotions, will, and deepest convictions), soul (the immaterial part 
of a person’s being), and mind (reason; however, this term is lacking in Deut. 6:5). Matthew (22:37) alone lacks the term 
strength (how a person uses the abilities and powers that he has), an indication of the total devotion of one’s entire being 
that is required.”

A Samaritan Hero?

“Jesus deliberately chose an outsider, and a hated one at that, for His hero in order to indicate that being a neighbor is 
not a matter of nationality or race.”

Neglecting the Heart of the Law

“The man was set upon by thieves who left him in a terrible state, half-dead on the ground. Then two ‘religious’ Jews 
walked past. Here we feel the timeless quality of this parable, since people in all ages have walked past the needy lying 
in the road. Fear, embarrassment, helplessness all conspire to make people pass by. No doubt the priest and the Levite 
were in a hurry to do God’s work, yet they neglected the heart of the law—love for God and for one’s neighbor!”
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