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Hope for Everyone
March 27, 2022

 ST U DY
Spend the week studying Luke 5:27-32. Consult the commentary provided and any additional study tools to 
enhance your preparation.

 P R AY
Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their 
openness to God’s Word.

 L A N D I N G  P O I N T
All are welcome at Jesus’s table.

 CONFIDENTIALITY | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

 NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during 
group time.

 NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

 SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

P R E P A R AT I O N

G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

A  D E S I R E  T O  B E L O N G 
Have you ever felt like an outsider? You go to a party and no one talks to you or even acknowledges you. Or maybe you 
wonder if you’ll ever really fit in among your co-workers or classmates. Perhaps you feel marginalized because of your 
background, personal history, personality, or the way you look.

The truth is, there are times when we do feel like outsiders. Many can relate to feeling like they live on the margins 
of society. Deep inside each of us is the desire to belong somewhere, to be accepted by others for who we are, not 
what others think we should be. However, we sometimes experience that feeling that we don’t belong and we’re not 
accepted for whatever reason.

Jesus himself was an outsider. He didn’t conform to all the rules of society, especially those from the religious leaders. 
When you don’t play by the rules in a given culture, that can certainly make you an outsider. But Jesus gives hope to 
everyone. He gives hope to those who feel marginalized. As your group will see this week as you look at the calling of 
Matthew, there is plenty of room at Jesus’s table.

Q: Share about a time when you felt like an outsider.

D E E P E R  D I V E
A  L I F E - C H A N G I N G  E N C O U N T E R
After healing a paralytic, Jesus encountered a tax collector named Matthew (also known as Levi) who was sitting at a 
tax booth collecting money. Meeting Jesus was truly life-changing for Matthew because Jesus’s words put him on a 
completely different path in life.

Let’s take a look at their meeting and what it teaches us about Jesus’s love for outsiders and those living on the margins 
of society.

Q: Have a volunteer read Luke 5:27-32. 
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R E F L E C T I O N  A N D  N E X T  S T E P S

W E L C O M E  AT  T H E  TA B L E
Maybe you feel like an outsider. You want to belong and be accepted, but you rarely feel as if you belong or are accepted. 
Well, just as He showed Matthew, Jesus gives you hope. You don’t have to clean up for Him to love and accept you. He 
will accept you, regardless of who you are or what you’ve done in life. You don’t have to work harder or be better for Jesus 
to love you. He already loves you because that’s His character. He loves because He is the source of all love.

It doesn’t matter how old or young you are. You are welcome at Jesus’s table. It doesn’t matter how much money you 
have, what kind of car you drive, what kind of house you live in, what part of town you’re from. You are welcome at Jesus’s 
table. It doesn’t matter what the color of your skin is, how big you are, how strong you are, how smart you are, how 
physically limited you are. You are welcome at Jesus’s table. It doesn’t matter what you’ve done in your past, how many 
mistakes and failures you racked up. You are welcome at Jesus’s table. It doesn’t matter what’s going on in your present 
situation right now, how desperate you may feel, how broken you may feel, how lonely you may feel. You are welcome at 
Jesus’s table. 

The good news of hope is that nothing can stop Jesus from reaching you. He’ll cross whatever roadblock or barrier to get 
to you, because He loves and accepts you as you are, not as you or others think you should be.

Q: What could you do to raise your awareness of outsiders you may 
encounter in your day-to-day life?

Q: Describe a community where outsiders are loved and accepted. What 
distinguishes this kind of community from others?

Q: Pray as a group and thank God that through Jesus you are loved and 

Q: Jesus’s words “Follow me” were a call to discipleship. What does it 
practically look like to be a disciple of Jesus and follow Him?

Q: What’s one thing you could do to reach others as Jesus did with 
Matthew and his friends? 
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C O M M E N TA R Y

Tax Collectors in Jesus’s Day

“Luke did not mention Levi’s duties as a tax collector. But his position alienated him from the religious community of his 
day (cf. Luke 5:29–31). He was seen as one who betrayed his nation for material gain, for tax collectors gathered money 
from the Jews to give to the Romans, who were Gentiles, who then did not have to work (cf. 3:12–13).”

Follow Me

“Following meant more than just wandering the countryside listening to Jesus teach and preach. Following meant using 
your influence and skills for Jesus. Levi left the tax table to invite people to the supper table. Following Jesus meant telling 
others what Jesus had done for him. The others were friends Levi had known for a long time—not new acquaintances 
formed for convenience and prosperity.”

A Gospel that Unites

“True Christianity has always broken down economic, social, ethnic, and racial barriers; for where Christ is truly present, 
‘people will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God’ 
(Luke 13:29).”

accepted by Him. Ask God to help you empathize with the marginalized of 
society and demonstrate more love and compassion for outsiders.

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?

ENDNOTES:

1. John A. Martin, “Luke,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 217.

2. Trent C. Butler, Luke, vol. 3, Holman New Testament Commentary (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000), 79.

3. Robert H. Stein, Luke, vol. 24, The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1992), 182.


