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The Man, Message and Mission of Hope
March 13, 2022

 ST U DY
Spend the week studying Luke 4:16-21, 1 Peter 1:3-12, 3:15 and Revelation 21:1-4. Consult the commentary 
provided and any additional study tools to enhance your preparation.

 P R AY
Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their 
openness to God’s Word.

 L A N D I N G  P O I N T
Real hope is found in a Person—Jesus Christ.

 CONFIDENTIALITY | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

 NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during 
group time.

 NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

 SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

P R E P A R AT I O N

G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

S O M E T H I N G  W E  A L L  N E E D
What is something we all need in life? Hope. Without hope, we will despair and refuse to believe that our situation 
might improve or that things could possibly get better. But with hope, the possibilities are endless. With hope, you 
can see great potential about what could be in the future. You can believe the future will be better than the past which 
means better days are ahead of us.

The good news of the gospel is that you can have hope now and for the future. Jesus has promised to return one day 
and set things right. He has promised to restore us and all creation so that life can be experienced as it was truly meant 
to be. Knowing this helps you to have real hope in whatever circumstances you are facing in the present.

In this series, your group is going to talk about hope and the fact that real hope is found—not in something but 
Someone—Jesus Christ. This week, your group will look at the man, message, and mission of hope in Jesus.

Q: How would you define hope in your own words?

D E E P E R  D I V E
A  M E S S A G E  A N D  M I S S I O N  O F  H O P E
When Jesus launched His ministry in Luke 4:16-21, He did so with a powerful message of hope for Israel and for the 
world. Reading from the prophet Isaiah, Jesus declared that He was the promised Messiah sent to bring good news of 
salvation.

Jesus fulfilled His mission by dying on the cross and rising from the dead three days later. He had made a way for people 
to be forgiven of sin and become a son or daughter of God in His family. Jesus later commissioned His followers to carry 
on His ministry until He returned to set the world right and finally defeat His enemies. From there, the church began 
to spread from Jerusalem to the rest of the world. Those early followers experienced all kinds of difficulties, including 
persecution and death for their faith. They needed hope and encouragement, not only for the future, but for the present 
as well.

Let’s take a look at a few passages that highlight Jesus’s message and mission of hope and how you can have hope now 
and for the future.
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R E F L E C T I O N  A N D  N E X T  S T E P S

G O O D  N E W S  F O R  T O D AY  A N D  T O M O R R O W
We love stories. We love epic legends and fairy tales. We love stories about heroes, princesses, beasts, battles and 
dragons—stories which have been passed down from generation to generation for thousands of years. Perhaps there’s 
something inside us that wishes for those fairy tales to be true and actually come to pass. Well Jesus has good news for 
the present and the future. His words will come true in him.

The gospel’s message is, that through Jesus Christ, every single one of these things the fairy tales talk about is 
true and will come to pass. We will have love from which we’re never parted. We will see an absolute triumph over 
evil. There is a beauty who will kiss you in all your beastliness, and transform you. There is a Prince who will save 
us forever.   

- Tim Keller

All that you’ve dreamed to be true in those fairy tales will come true in Jesus because He lives. This is good news and it 
is good news that gives you something we all need–hope. So if you need hope for today and tomorrow remember this:

• Man of hope. Jesus, the Son of God, came to give you hope. Not only does He live, but He lives in you and gives 
you a “living hope” (1 Peter 1:3). 

• Message of hope – Jesus has a message of hope for everyone and He calls you to spread His message of 
hope to others.

• Mission of hope – Jesus came on a mission of hope to bring us back to the Father. Through His death and 
resurrection, He accomplished His mission and will one day return to restore all things; and we will live forever 
with God and never again experience the sadness, sin, and death of this present, broken world.

Q: Have a volunteer read Luke 4:16-21. What makes the gospel ‘good 
news’?

Q: Have a volunteer read 1 Peter 1:3-12 and 3:15. What’s one thing you 
could do this week to remember the living hope that you have in Jesus?

Q: Have a volunteer read Revelation 21:1-4. What does it look like to have 
hope for the future? How does that affect the way you live today?
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C O M M E N TA R Y

Context of Jesus’s First Sermon

“Jesus initially was a popular Teacher, so when He went back to His hometown, it was natural for Him to teach in 
synagogues. It was the custom in the synagogue for a man to stand while he was reading the Scriptures but then to sit 
while explaining the portion he had read.”

Reasons to Hope

“Hymnic praise to God begins the writer’s description of the grounds for Christian hope. This hymn of praise is identical 
to that utilized by Paul in 2 Corinthians 1:13 and Ephesians 1:13 and was likely a pattern of earliest Christian confession 
(see Rom. 10:9; 1 Cor. 12:3; and Phil. 2:11). The ground for Christian hope is mercy—indeed, ‘great mercy’ (poly eleos) 
that results in the person’s new birth spiritually (cf. Tit. 3:5 and Eph. 2:4–5). The assurance for Christian hope is rooted 
in ‘the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.’ A realization of the basis of their hope will affect both how the saints 
embrace the suffering that comes their way and their standard of conduct before a watching world.”

God’s Dwelling Place

“Enduring fellowship between God and his people, which was lost in Eden (Gen 3:8, 24), anticipated by the OT tabernacle 
(Exod. 25:8) and temple (2 Chron. 6:18), promised by the prophets (Ezek. 40–48), and made possible through Jesus’ 
incarnation (Matt 1:23; John 1:14). The new Jerusalem is presented as a glorious temple-city, fulfilling OT prophecies 
and patterns of God’s dwelling with his people.’

Q: How would you live differently if you were more aware of the living hope 
you have inside you?

Q: Name one person you know who needs to hear Jesus’s message of 
hope.

Q: What’s one thing your group could do to be a people who live on 
mission to give hope to others?

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?



5  |  H O P E

ENDNOTES:

1.  John A. Martin, “Luke,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 
214.

2.  Daryl J. Charles, “1 Peter,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Hebrews–Revelation (Revised Edition), ed. Tremper Longman III and David E. Garland, vol. 13 (Grand Rap-
ids, MI: Zondervan, 2006), 300.

3.  Douglas J. Moo, “The Letters and Revelation,” in NIV Biblical Theology Study Bible, ed. D. A. Carson (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2018), 2311.


