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The Alternate Reality of God’s Kingdom
January 9, 2021

 ST U DY
Spend the week studying Acts 19:1-12, Romans 5:12-17, Revelation 21:1-4. Consult the commentary provided 
and any additional study tools to enhance your preparation.

 P R AY
Pray for our pastors and this week’s message, the upcoming group time, your group members, and their 
openness to God’s Word.

 L A N D I N G  P O I N T
To live in God’s kingdom is to be connected to God in relationship and empowered by His Spirit to do His will.

 CONFIDENTIALITY | What’s said in the group stays in the group.

 NO CROSS-TALK | Be considerate of others as they share. Refrain from side conversations and texting during 
group time.

 NO FIXING | We are not in the group to fix each other. Jesus does that part.

 SHARING | Be sensitive to the amount of time you share. Don’t talk too much or too little. Every person brings 
something valuable to the group.

P R E PA R AT I O N

G R O U P  D I S C U S S I O N
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I N T R O D U C T I O N
L I V I N G  I N  T W O  R E A L I T I E S 
As Christians we live in the reality of two worlds. We live in the reality of a fallen world where things are not as they 
should be. This is not the reality God intended for us. Life in this reality is frustrating and painful because we are regularly 
reminded of the effects that sin has produced in all areas of life. But there is another reality we live in—the reality of God’s 
kingdom. It’s an alternate reality and a picture of the way things should be. In this reality we are no longer alienated from 
God but connected to Him in relationship. We are no longer powerless but empowered by the Holy Spirit, which makes 
spiritual growth and maturity possible.

This week your group will start a new series by discussing what it looks like to live in the alternate reality of God’s kingdom 
by being connected to God and allowing His Spirit to work in and through us to do His will.

What are some examples of the reality of this fallen world?  

D E E P E R  D I V E
W H AT  H A P P E N E D  I N  B E T W E E N 
To understand the reality of this fallen world we need to go back to the beginning of the story in Genesis. God created 
the world and humanity in His image. This was God’s good creation and the way things were meant to be before sin 
entered the world. We also need to take a trip to the future and see what will happen after Christ returns. He will restore all 
creation to its original glory and what was wrong will be made right as God’s kingdom is finally established for all eternity. 

So we have the beginning of the story and the end but what happened in-between? Well, 2,000 years ago Jesus came, 
proclaiming that God’s kingdom had come with His arrival. Jesus called men and women to live for God’s kingdom by 
following Him and His ways. To live for God’s kingdom is to live the life you were always meant to live, which is a Spirit-
filled and empowered life.

Have volunteers read Acts 19:1-12, Romans 5:12-17 and Revelation 21:1-4. 

Q: In what ways did the Holy Spirit empower believers in the early church in 
Acts 19:1-12? 

Q: What does Paul tell us about the effects of sin on us and the world in 
Romans 5:12-17?

Q: How can Revelation 21:1-4 give you hope in your present 
circumstances?
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R E F L E C T I O N  A N D  N E X T  S T E P S
L I V I N G  I N  G O D ’ S  K I N G D O M  R E A L I T Y  
What does it look like to live in the alternate reality of God’s kingdom? There are three main things we can do:

1. Live with awareness of the Spirit. Be aware that the spiritual reality is just as real as the reality of this fallen world. 
To live with awareness of the Spirit is to believe that the Spirit continues to work in powerful ways in and among 
God’s people.

2. Be anchored in God’s Word. To be connected to God in relationship requires that you know who God is and what 
He has done for you. When you’re anchored in the Word, you draw closer to the heart of God because you discover 
more and more about His person and work. 

3. Abide with God through prayer. Prayer directly connects you to God. Through prayer you tap into the most 
powerful resource available. When you abide with God through prayer, you allow God’s Spirit to work in and through 
you to give you wisdom and power in your day-to-day life

Q: Where do you see God currently working in your life or in the lives of 
others?

Q: What could you do to be more anchored in God’s Word?

Q: Name one area in your life that you would like to dedicate to prayer. 
What are you asking God to do on your behalf?

Q: How can the group be praying for you this week?
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C O M M E N TA R Y

Commitment and Trust  “The reign of God began to take place in the life and ministry of Jesus, but it was not fully 
manifested then and will not be until Jesus returns. Therefore a present, mystical kingdom does not rule out the possibility 
of a future, earthly one. Mark, however, says little about that. Jesus, like John [the Baptist], preached repentance, but the 
distinctive element in his message was faith or commitment or trust. The necessity of faith is a major subject in Mark, 
underscoring the theological motivation of the writing.”

Two Adams  “Adam’s sin brought judgment and condemnation; but Christ’s work on the cross brings justification. 
When Adam sinned, he was declared unrighteous and condemned. When a sinner trusts Christ, he is justified—declared 
righteous in Christ.” Jesus is the Second Adam, who makes all who trust in Him justified and righteous before God.

God’s Dwelling  “Enduring fellowship between God and His people, which was lost in Eden (Gen 3:8, 24), anticipated by 
the OT tabernacle (Exod. 25:8) and temple (2 Chron. 6:18), promised by the prophets (Ezek. 40–48), and made possible 
through Jesus’ incarnation (Matt. 1:23; John 1:14). The new Jerusalem [in Revelation 21] is presented as a glorious 
temple-city, fulfilling OT prophecies and patterns of God’s dwelling with his people.”
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