
Sermon Text (Primary Proverb):  
 
“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity” (Proverbs 17:17). 
New Testament Passages That Help Illuminate A Proverbs (Wise) Friendship: 
 
“‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no 
one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known 
to you’” (John 15:12-15). 
“While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers stood outside, 
asking to speak to him. But he replied to the man who told him, ‘Who is my mother, and who are 
my brothers?’ And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, ‘Here are my mother and 
my brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and 
mother’” (Matthew 12:46-50). 
“But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’ Jesus replied, ‘A 
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him 
and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead… Which of these three, do you think, proved 
to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?’ He said, ‘The one who showed him 
mercy.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘You go, and do likewise’” (Luke 10:29-36). 
 
Helpful Proverbs on Friendship1 
 
“With his mouth the godless man would destroy his neighbor, but by knowledge the righteous 
are delivered” (Proverbs 11:9). 
 
“Whoever belittles his neighbor lacks sense, but a man of understanding remains silent. 
Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets, but he who is trustworthy in spirit keeps a thing 
covered” (Proverbs 9:12-13). 
 
“One who is righteous is a guide to his neighbor, but the way of the wicked leads them astray” 
(Proverbs 12:26). 
 
“A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer separates close friends. A man of 
violence entices his neighbor and leads him in a way that is not good” (Proverbs 16:28-29). 
 
“A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a 
brother” (Proverbs 18:24). 
 
“Do not forsake your friend and your father's friend, and do not go to your brother's house in the 
day of your calamity. Better is a neighbor who is near than a brother who is far away” (Proverbs 
27:10). 
 

                                                           
1
 This is not an exhaustive list, but it will help anyone thinking about friendship through the book of Proverbs get a 

great start. 



“Whoever despises his neighbor is a sinner, but blessed is he who is generous to the poor” 
(Proverbs 14:21). 
 
“Make no friendship with a man given to anger, nor go with a wrathful man, lest you learn his 
ways and entangle yourself in a snare” (Proverbs 22:24-25). 
 
“do not hastily bring into court, for what will you do in the end, when your neighbor puts you to 
shame? Argue your case with your neighbor himself, and do not reveal another's secret, lest he 
who hears you bring shame upon you, and your ill repute have no end” (Proverbs 25:8-10). 
 
“Let your foot be seldom in your neighbor's house, lest he have his fill of you and hate you” 
(Proverbs 25:17). 
 
“A man who bears false witness against his neighbor is like a war club, or a sword, or a sharp 
arrow” (Proverbs 25:18). 
 
“Like a madman who throws firebrands, arrows, and death is the man who deceives his neighbor 
and says, ‘I am only joking!’” (Proverbs 26:18-19). 
 
“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another” (Proverbs 27:17). 


