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ROMANS 
 
 

TO THE GLORY OF GOD 
ROMANS CHAPTER 15:8 – CHAPTER 16 

 
I. CLOSING THE BOOK OF ROMANS 

A. What comes to our minds when we think about God is the most important thing about 
us. A.W. Tozer 

1. Whether we want to face them or not, there are significant questions that 
demand to be answered  

a) Is there a God?  
b) Has God revealed Himself? Made Himself known? 
c) How has God made Himself known? 
d) What has He said? 

2. Paul answers these vital questions in his letter to the Romans 
3. Who God is, what He has said, what He has done, and what we must do 

B. The summation of Christian beliefs and Christian living are found in this letter  

1. Not only what we believe and how we are to live – but to what end – the purpose 
behind it all 
2. We see that in verse 7 

 
Rom 15:7 THEREFORE RECEIVE ONE ANOTHER, JUST AS CHRIST ALSO RECEIVED US, TO 
THE GLORY OF GOD. 
 
II. THE GLORY OF GOD 

A. The primary mission of the church 

1. The reason we pursue unity, and avoid disputes over nonessentials, the reason 
we are called to use our gifts to build one another up and humbly put the needs of 
others before our own, the reason we do not repay evil for evil but overcome evil with 
good, and bless those who curse us, the reason we submit to earthly authority is 
this…to glorify God 
2. Why did Jesus save us? Why did He receive us? Because He loves us, because 
He wants to bless us, because he wants us to have our best life now? 
3. What was Jesus’ chief aim? John 17 Jesus prays “The hour has come. Glorify 
Me so that I may glorify you! He goes on to pray -  I have glorified You on the earth. I 
have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” 
4. Psa 106:(8)  Nevertheless He saved them for His name's sake, That He 
might make His mighty power known. 

 



5. Isa 43:25  "I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own 
sake; And I will not remember your sins.  
6. Ephesians 1:5-6  Paul tells us …Jesus adopted us according to the kind 
intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace. 
7. Rom 3:25-26  whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through 
faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had 
passed over the sins that were previously committed,  (26)  to demonstrate at the 
present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one 
who has faith in Jesus. 

B. What does it mean to glorify God? 

1. What is the glory of God? I can’t tell you. Not fully anyway. There are certain 
things that words simply fail to describe.  

a) Words like love and beauty. These are words that are to explain but we 
know them when we see them.  

(1) The self-sacrificial care of a mom – that’s love. A father coming 
home from a long day of work and getting on the floor and wrestling with 
the kids. That’s love.  
(2) Seeing your bride for the first time on your wedding day – that is 
beauty. Or seeing your newborn baby or driving the million-dollar highway 
in Colorado – that’s beauty 

b)  It is far easy to point to beauty and “say that’s it!” then it is to try to 
describe what beauty is 

C. That is how it is with the glory of God 

1. When we glorify God – through our unity, through the way we love one another, 
through the way we love our enemies and bless those who speak evil about us – we are 
pointing at God and saying that’s Him! That’s what He is like! 
2. When Jesus saved us through His sacrifice on the cross – He pointed at His 
Father and said “that’s Him, that is what He is like.” 
3. What is He like? 

D. He is holy 

1. Another attribute of God that we fail to put into words. What is the difference 
between the holiness of God and the glory of God? 
2.  The holiness of God is the status of God in relation to all other things – He is set 
apart – as one pastor put it “His perfection, His greatness, and His worth put Him in 
class of His own. It is his quality of perfection that can’t be improved upon, that can’t be 
imitated, that is incomparable, that determines all that he is and is determined by 
nothing from outside him.” There is no one like Him.  

a) Holy means separate – that definition gets us down the road of 
understanding 

3. When Isaiah saw the Lord sitting on His throne and all the angels surrounded 
Him, they cried out Isaiah 6:3 And one cried to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!” 

a) To glorify God is to point to His holiness. To make known His perfection, 
His greatness, His worth, His love, and to say – He is like that! 

 
8 Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to 
confirm the promises made to the fathers, 9 and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His 
mercy, as it is written: “For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, And sing to 
Your name.” 10 And again he says: “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!” 11 And again: 



“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples!” 12 And again, Isaiah says: 
“There shall be a root of Jesse; And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, In Him the 
Gentiles shall hope.”  
 

E. That is what is at stake here – the glory of God 

1. That is why Paul has spent so much time emphasizing unity in his letter to the 
Romans – not just to the Romans - He writes in Ephesians “make every effort to keep 
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” 
2. Does that mean unity at all costs? The word from last week – balance.  

III. ADMONISH ONE ANOTHER 

13 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound 
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  14 Now I myself am confident concerning you, my 
brethren, that you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish 
one another. 15 Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to you on some points, as 
reminding you, because of the grace given to me by God, 16 that I might be a minister of 
Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering of the Gentiles 
might be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
 

A. Able to admonish one another 

1. Admonish - Teach, instruct, correct  
2. By the power of the Holy Spirit – full of goodness, filled with all knowledge 
3. Paul’s words were written to a church that seemed to err on the side of legalism, 
he wrote more boldly to them on some points 

a) His letter to the Corinthians will have a much different flavor to it - It is 
actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual 
immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles - deliver such a one to 
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of 
the Lord Jesus. 

4. When do we admonish and when to we tolerate the convictions of the 
weak…and beyond that Paul writes “note those who cause divisions and offenses, 
contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.” 

a) That sounds like division. Paul isn’t saying everything is permissible and 
unity must be maintained at all costs. In fact, there are times that we must divide 
– we have to be equipped to know the difference 

 
 (17)  Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the things which pertain to God.  
(18)  For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not accomplished 
through me, in word and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient— (19)  in mighty signs and 
wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to 
Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 
 

B. How was Paul able to tell the difference? 

1. (17) Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the things which pertain 
to God. 

a) “I have reason to boast – I bring attention to the work that Jesus is doing 
amongst the Gentiles through me” 

 



b) Paul boasted quite a bit, but he only boasted in two things – his own 
weakness and the character and person of God Himself 

2. That is what made Paul such a great ambassador for Jesus – He made little of 
himself and much of God - lived out John the Baptists prayer “I must decrease so that 
He may increase.” 

a) Paul didn’t put any trust in his own strength, he knew how weak and 
flawed his flesh was 
b) Paul wrote to the church in Philippi that everything he could boast of in a 
worldly sense, his degrees, his social status, his bloodline, he counted that all as 
refuse, as dung, as waste, as complete loss – “for the excellence of the 
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord”  

(1) He had to give up the pride found in those worldly things which he 
gave up gladly. 

c) Romans 7 he is transparent with the church in Rome regarding his own 
sinful desires 
d) Look at what Paul writes in 2Co 12:9  And He said to me, "My grace is 
sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." Therefore 
most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. 

3. Too many professing believers make much of themselves and very little of Jesus 
– we fight to keep ourselves at the center of our own universe 

(1) We hide our weaknesses and boast about strengths 
(2) Those who admonish well receive it well  

C. We have an example of Paul doing exactly this  

1. Gal 2:11 Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, 
because he was to be blamed; 12 for before certain men came from James, he 
would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated 
himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision. 13 And the rest of the Jews 
also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with 
their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the 
truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all, “If you, being a Jew, live in the 
manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to live 
as Jews? 15 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles, 
16 knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in 
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by 
faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh 
shall be justified. 
2. Why did Paul admonish Peter - I saw that they were not straightforward 
about the truth of the gospel – not necessarily in their teachings but in their actions 

a) You are misrepresenting God – you are misrepresenting His gospel  
3. What is essential? – the gospel of Jesus Christ  

a) Gal 1:6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who 
called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not 
another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the 
gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be 
accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches 
any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed. 
b) We can preach a different gospel, not only in word but in deed 
 

 



D. Paul’s Desire to Visit Rome – Rom 15:20-33 

IV. THE PERSONAL CHURCH 

A. That moves us into Chapter 16. Lots of hard to pronounce names  

1. Here we get a personal glimpse of the individuals that made up the early church  
a) Paul starts by sending personal greetings to 22 different people which is 
very interesting because Paul has never visited the church in Rome – remember 
this is pre-facebook – Paul was relational though we often don’t see him that way 

(1) More than tasks centered, he was people centered 
b) Examples Paul’s love for the church – he calls them beloved throughout  
c) We don’t have time to look at all of them but I want to touch on a few of 
them 

 
Rom 16:1-2 I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea 
(one of the ports in Corinth),  (2)  that you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of 
the saints, and assist her in whatever business she has need of you; for indeed she has been 
a helper of many and of myself also.   
 

B. Good chance that she was the one carrying the Paul’s letter to the church in Rome 

1. Receive her – letter of recommendation – fold her into the church – very 
important because the early church would house guests – see thing in many of Paul’s 
letters 

a) Hotels were often immoral – used of brothels, bars, often marked by 
stealing 

2. Our sister – she is part of the family even though they have never met her – that 
is exactly how the church should be – brothers and sisters in Christ 
3. Here’s what we know about her – She was a servant in her local church.  

a) She has been a helper – patroness or assistant of many including myself 
b) Thank goodness for the Phoebe’s in our church 

 
(3)  Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, (4)  who risked their own 
necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles.  
 

C. Priscilla and Aquila - Fellow tentmakers in Corinth who had escaped Rome because 
Claudius had commanded all Jews to leave - Paul led them to the Lord and they traveled with 
him to Ephesus. 

1. They in turn led Apollos to the Lord and he became one of the most effective 
preachers in the early church 
2. Eventually Pricilla and Aquila made it back to Rome 
3. NKJV - Who have for my life laid down their own necks. Not only do I give thanks 
but also all the churches of the Gentiles 

a) They may not have been big tent evangelists, but Paul understands the 
fruit of their surrendered lives 
b) Study the remaining names on your own time 

 



V. WHEN TO DIVIDE 

(17)  Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the 
doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.  (18)  For those who are such do not serve our 
Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the 
hearts of the simple.   
 

A. Paul closes his letter with a warning  

1. Note those – name them – call them out  
2. There are ministries that take this to the extreme. Completely out of balance, 
they ignore Paul’s words about unity and not dividing over nonessentials  

B. Who are we to call out? What should we be looking for 

1. Those who cause divisions  
a) Stir up conflict – through gossip, backbiting, constant complaining, sin 
sniffing – their goal is to stir up strife  
b) Titus 3:9 But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and 
arguments and quarrels about the law, because these are unprofitable and 
useless. 10 Warn a divisive person once, and then warn them a second 
time. After that, have nothing to do with them. 11 You may be sure that 
such people are warped and sinful; they are self-condemned. 

2. Those who cause offenses  
a) Set traps – place stumbling a block – the opposite of glorifying God – 
sowing confusion about… 
b) Contrary to the doctrine which you have learned 
c) What doctrine? The doctrine in their hands in Paul’s letter to them – who 
God is, who we were, what God has done, who we are now, what we must do 

(1) Peter’s offense – misrepresented the heart of God 
3. Anything that adds to or takes away from the gospel – must be addressed – we 
will see that in Paul’s letters to the other churches 

a) A church begins to fail at their mission when it is motivated by personal 
agendas and egos, and smooth words and flattering speech our elevated above 
the truth of God’s Word 

 
(19)  For your obedience has become known to all. Therefore I am glad on your behalf; but I 
want you to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning evil.  (20)  And the God of peace 
will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
Amen.  (21)  Timothy, my fellow worker, and Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my countrymen, 
greet you.  (22)  I, Tertius, who wrote this epistle, greet you in the Lord.  (23)  Gaius, my host 
and the host of the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the treasurer of the city, greets you, 
and Quartus, a brother.  (24)  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.  (25)  
Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began  (26)  but 
now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations, according to 
the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith— (27)  to God, alone wise, 
be glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen. 
 


