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ROMANS 
 
 

WALKING THE LINE OF LOVE 
ROMANS 15:1-16 

 
I. BALANCE 

A. The word for this study - balance 

1. An even distribution of weight enabling someone or something to remain upright 
and steady – demonstrated clearly on a right rope 
2. Term that’s used in sailing - the ability of a boat to stay on course without 
adjustment of the rudder 
3. Balance specifically in relation to the truth and instruction of God’s Word 
4. Picture a straight line – that is God’s truth – if we add to it, if we go above it, we 
call that legalism – if we go below it, if we remove things from it, we call that liberty  
5. The enemy is content with us erring on either side of the line 

a) Garden of Eden – God told Adam and Eve not to eat the fruit from the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil, but when the serpent tempted Eve, Eve told the 
serpent that God said “You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of 
the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.” 
b) Jesus described the Pharisees, He said “They tie up heavy, cumbersome 
loads and put them on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not 
willing to lift a finger to move them.” 
c) Paul tells us in Romans 1 – “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth.” 
d) Deut 4:2 You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor 
take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God 
which I command you. 

B. Paul aims to keep in church in balance, to protect her witness – stay true to the Word of 
God 

1. Chapter 12 was a turning point in Paul’s letter to the Romans 
2. Starting with verse 1 – a summary of Christian duty 
3. We can’t move into chapters 12 through 16 without a life changing understanding 
of the first 11 chapters  
4. Paul wrote our reasonable response is a life marked by surrender, a confidence 
and trust in Jesus that gives us the courage to let go of our own agenda and follow Him 
5. That is what the remaining chapters are all about 

a) Love in action, the body of Christ at work  
b) In chapters 12 and 13 Paul explained how the gospel transforms our 
relationships – in the church and in the world  

(1) He called for unity in the body, many members but still one body, 
different roles, different functions, but no one more important than another 

 



(2) Bless those who curse you - Repay no one evil for evil, overcome 
evil with good 
(3) Submit to governing authorities – love your neighbor – wake up, 
cast off the works of darkness, put on the Lord Jesus Christ 

C. Chapter 14 Paul explained how to maintain unity in the face of disagreements – how to 
remain singularly focused on the Great Commission as the devil attempts to divide and 
fragment the body of Christ 

1. He was dealing with two very different cultures coming together because of a 
common faith in Jesus Christ – former pagans and Jews 

a) Very different traditions, different rules – similar to the diversity that we 
see in the church body today 
b) The diversity can be a strength of a fellowship or a point of contention 

2. The enemy tried to use those differences to divide the church then and he hasn’t 
stopped – the father of lies has had far too much success using the differences in 
people to divide the church (age, race, socio-economic statues, traditions, tastes, 
preferences) – the body of Christ is fractured today 
3. The problem – church families divide because individuals can’t distinguish 
between fundamental Gospel truths and issues of personal preference. 
4. I understand why that is – the Gospel is under attack left and right – Paul told us 
that would be the case – He told us that we would need to contend for the faith 

a) So we have our guns drawn ready to do battle but, what happens when 
you stick a solider into a battle without the proper training – becomes a danger to 
himself and those around us 

5. Paul wants us to be trained – understand the difference between open handed 
issues and closed handed issues, the difference between disputable issues and issues 
that should be settled 

a) When we don’t know the difference we begin to major in the minors and 
as a result minor in the majors 
b) This is the problem that Jesus had with the Pharisees in Matthew 23 – 
Jesus says “you guys are hypocrites, you’re so careful to measure your spices 
perfectly to give exactly a tenth but then ignore the weighty of matters of the law, 
justice and mercy and faithfulness. You blind guides – you strain out a gnat and 
swallow a camel (avoid eating meat). 

 
ROM 15:1 WE THEN WHO ARE STRONG OUGHT TO BEAR WITH THE SCRUPLES OF THE 
WEAK, AND NOT TO PLEASE OURSELVES. 

II. THE WEAK AND THE STRONG 

A. Paul summarizes all of what we studied in Chapter 14 in this verse 

1.  “We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and 
not to please ourselves.” - Who are the strong and the weak in the faith? Are the strong 
ones the individuals who adhere to the most ridged of rules? The ones who wake up the 
earliest and study the most chapters? The ones who only pray on their knees and pray 
for hours at a time?  

a) Is it the person who is following the most rules? 
2. They the ones who display the most noticeable spiritual gifts? Cast out demons, 
heal the sick, raise the dead? 

 



3. Surprisingly no. What examples did Paul give us in chapter 14 - One person 
believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables.  

a) The strong are those who are fully aware of their liberty in Christ, but 
exercise their liberty carefully for the sake of the weaker brother 

B. Paul used a dispute that was common in the church between Jews and Gentiles 

1. Most Jewish believers would not eat meat that had been sacrificed to idols, other 
believers would. They saw idols as empty and worthless, why not eat the meat? It was 
cheaper. 
2. Paul, writes – it’s perfectly fine to have these convictions as long as whatever 
we’re doing, we’re doing out of a love for God.  

a) We get in trouble when we apply our personal conviction to others and 
judge them for not falling in line. That judgment can go both ways. 
b) “Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the 
one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed 
him.” 

3. The other example “One person esteems one day as better than another, while 
another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own 
mind.” 

a) There is something evil within us that deeply desires everyone to see 
things our way. It’s not about truth and love – it’s about pride.  

 
2 LET EACH OF US PLEASE HIS NEIGHBOR FOR HIS GOOD, LEADING TO EDIFICATION. 
3 FOR EVEN CHRIST DID NOT PLEASE HIMSELF; BUT AS IT IS WRITTEN, “THE 
REPROACHES OF THOSE WHO REPROACHED YOU FELL ON ME.” 

III. PUT THE NEEDS OF OTHERS ABOIVE OUR OWN 

A. In and outside of the church 

1. Who is our neighbor? – everyone we come alongside of – Jesus used the 
parable of the Good Samaritan to answer this question (the scribe wanting to justify 
himself asked “Who is my neighbor?”) 

a) What are we to do? Paul says we are to please our neighbor - comes from 
the Greek word to be agreeable for the sake of lifting up   
b) So that we may build them up – literally it means to build a house 

(1) Building a house is not easy, it takes time and effort and energy; 
resources we often do not want to invest into another individual. When we 
truly understand the Gospel and what Jesus has done for us, it becomes 
our reasonable response 

c) Paul points out that, as it is written in scripture, it will be difficult, it will take 
self-sacrifice, your efforts will often go unnoticed and unappreciated by man – but 
Jesus bore our sins, can we bear the imperfections of our brother? 

B. Do you see the balance in Paul’s words?  

1. Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification  
a) There is a difference between patience and pandering – Paul is not saying 
we should enable judgmental and controlling personalities – that would not be for 
their good 
b) This isn’t easy and it takes wisdom and discernment and time to tell the 
difference 

 



C. Big picture – we can remain unified with different convictions 

1. We can’t fall into the trap of cutting people off just because they don’t think 
exactly like us  
2. Creates church communities that all look the same, talk the same, and thinks the 
same – there is no fun in that 

  
4 FOR WHATEVER THINGS WERE WRITTEN BEFORE WERE WRITTEN FOR OUR LEARNING, 
THAT WE THROUGH THE PATIENCE AND COMFORT OF THE SCRIPTURES MIGHT HAVE 
HOPE. 5 NOW MAY THE GOD OF PATIENCE AND COMFORT GRANT YOU TO BE LIKE-
MINDED TOWARD ONE ANOTHER, ACCORDING TO CHRIST JESUS, 6 THAT YOU MAY WITH 
ONE MIND AND ONE MOUTH GLORIFY THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS 
CHRIST. 7 THEREFORE RECEIVE ONE ANOTHER, JUST AS CHRIST ALSO RECEIVED US, TO 
THE GLORY OF GOD. 

IV. THE PATIENCE AND COMFORT OF THE SCRIPTURES 

A. God’s Word provides perspective 

1. Patience – already not yet endurance, we are all a work in progress 
2. Comfort – reminded of truth in a world of lies – refreshment in an Oasis 
3. Hope – certainty of a coming good, a better good – with immediate implications 

a) See this at memorial services – I know I will see them again  
b) Paul writes “I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing 
with the glory that will be revealed in us.” 

4. Then Paul begins to pray – “Lord help them to remain unified, so that they my 
glorify God and our Lord Jesus Christ” 

a) This is why unity is so important – it brings glory to God – that is why we 
endeavor - Eph 4:1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to 
walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness 
and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 
3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There 
is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your 
calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 

B. Welcome one another in a way that they will see that Jesus is glorious, welcome people 
into our lives! Allow them to see God’s glory – that is the goal here!  

1. What was Jesus’ chief aim? John 17 Jesus prays “The hour has come. Glorify 
Me so that I may glorify you! He goes on to pray -  I have glorified You on the earth. I 
have finished the work which You have given Me to do.” 
2. Here’s a very important question - Why did Jesus save us? Why did He receive 
us? Because He loves us, because He wants to bless us, because he wants us to have 
our best life now? 
3. Psa 106:6-8  We have sinned with our fathers, We have committed iniquity, 
We have done wickedly.  (7)  Our fathers in Egypt did not understand Your 
wonders; They did not remember the multitude of Your mercies, But rebelled by 
the sea—the Red Sea.  (8)  Nevertheless He saved them for His name's sake, That 
He might make His mighty power known. 

 



4. Isa 43:25  "I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own 
sake; And I will not remember your sins.  
5. Psalm 25:11 For your own name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my guilt, for it is 
great. 
6. Ephesians 1:5-6  Paul tells us Jesus adopted us according to the kind 
intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace. 
7. Rom 3:25-26  whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through 
faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had 
passed over the sins that were previously committed,  (26)  to demonstrate at the 
present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one 
who has faith in Jesus. 
8. Paul sums this up - Php 2:8-11  And being found in appearance as a man, He 
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of 
the cross.  (9)  Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the 
name which is above every name,  (10)  that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the 
earth,  (11)  and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. 

a) This story is not about us! We are not the center of this universe or any 
universe! We are called to live and die to the glory of God and to do that we have 
to take ourselves out of the equation. 
b) Paul tells us “Receive one another, welcome one another, just as Christ 
also received us and welcomed us, to the glory of God.” 

(1) Build one another up so that they see how great Jesus is not how 
great we are. It’s all about His name’s sake. 

 
8 NOW I SAY THAT JESUS CHRIST HAS BECOME A SERVANT TO THE CIRCUMCISION FOR 
THE TRUTH OF GOD, TO CONFIRM THE PROMISES MADE TO THE FATHERS, 9 AND THAT 
THE GENTILES MIGHT GLORIFY GOD FOR HIS MERCY, AS IT IS WRITTEN: “FOR THIS 
REASON I WILL CONFESS TO YOU AMONG THE GENTILES, AND SING TO YOUR 
NAME.” 10 AND AGAIN HE SAYS: “REJOICE, O GENTILES, WITH HIS PEOPLE!” 11 AND 
AGAIN: “PRAISE THE LORD, ALL YOU GENTILES! LAUD HIM, ALL YOU PEOPLES!” 12 AND 
AGAIN, ISAIAH SAYS: “THERE SHALL BE A ROOT OF JESSE; AND HE WHO SHALL RISE TO 
REIGN OVER THE GENTILES, IN HIM THE GENTILES SHALL HOPE.”  

 
V. JESUS OUR EXAMPLE 

A. Paul continues this thread of Jesus being our ultimate example – Jesus has become a 
servant for the truth of God and to confirm the promises made to the fathers 

1. That the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy 
2. Isa 48:9-11  "For My name's sake I will defer My anger, And for My praise I 
will restrain it from you, So that I do not cut you off.  (10)  Behold, I have refined 
you, but not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction.  (11)  For My 
own sake, for My own sake, I will do it; For how should My name be profaned? 
And I will not give My glory to another. 

a) For my name’s sake! 
b) For the sake of my praise! 
c) For my own sake! 

 



d) How should my name be profaned! 
e) My glory I will not give to another! 

3. This is the foundation of Paul’s letter to the church in Rome – here is all that God 
has done for you for His glory – now surrender your life to Him, fight for unity in the 
body, lay down your life for your neighbor so others can see His greatness first hand – 
that is what is at stake 

a) Are we concerned about God’s name? How people view Him?  
b) Just as A.W. Tozer wrote “The most important thing about a man is what 
he thinks about when he thinks about God.” The church plays a vital role in what 
people think about when they think about God.  
c) The chief aim of the body of Christ should be no different than the chief 
aim of Christ.   

 
13 NOW MAY THE GOD OF HOPE FILL YOU WITH ALL JOY AND PEACE IN BELIEVING, THAT 
YOU MAY ABOUND IN HOPE BY THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.  14 NOW I MYSELF AM 
CONFIDENT CONCERNING YOU, MY BRETHREN, THAT YOU ALSO ARE FULL OF 
GOODNESS, FILLED WITH ALL KNOWLEDGE, ABLE ALSO TO ADMONISH ONE ANOTHER. 
15 NEVERTHELESS, BRETHREN, I HAVE WRITTEN MORE BOLDLY TO YOU ON SOME 
POINTS, AS REMINDING YOU, BECAUSE OF THE GRACE GIVEN TO ME BY GOD, 16 THAT I 
MIGHT BE A MINISTER OF JESUS CHRIST TO THE GENTILES, MINISTERING THE GOSPEL OF 
GOD, THAT THE OFFERING OF THE GENTILES MIGHT BE ACCEPTABLE, SANCTIFIED BY 
THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

B. Able to admonish one another 

1. Admonish - Teach, instruct, correct – that is a healthy body 
2. By the power of the Holy Spirit – full of goodness, filled with all knowledge 
3. Paul’s words were written to a church that seemed to err on the side of legalism, 
he wrote more boldly to them on some points 

a) His letter to the Corinthians will have a much different flavor to it - It is 
actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and such sexual 
immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles - deliver such a one to 
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of 
the Lord Jesus. 

4. There is no formula to balance within the church – only abiding in Jesus, walking 
in His Spirit – laying down our agenda and our preferences and seeking to glorify the 
Name above all other Names  

 
COMMUNION  
 


