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ROMANS 
 
 

THE GOODNESS AND SEVERITY OF GOD 
ROMANS 11 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. Review Romans 9 – 10  

1. Paul has turned his attention primarily to the Jews 
2. Heartbroken over their rejection of Jesus – after celebrating all that God has 
done to make mankind right with Him – no condemnation, not separation he laments  

a) “I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren” 
B. What is to be made of God’s chosen people rejecting God’s plan for salvation? 

1. Chapter 9 - “For they are not all Israel who are of Israel, nor are they all children 
because they are the seed of Abraham;” 

a) Difference between National or Ethnic Israel and Spiritual Israel  
2. Israel has stumbled at the stumbling stone – language used in chapter 11 
3. God will use Israel’s rejection of Jesus for His glory 

C. Chapter 10 – Paul repeats “Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is 
that they may be saved” 

1. National Israel is still a mission field – Israel still needs Jesus  
2. Paul acknowledges that despite their need – Israel continues to reject Jesus 

II. HAS GOD REJECTED ISRAEL? 

A. Chapter 11 centers around this question – because of Israel’s continued disobedience, 
their continued pursuit of righteousness through the law, and their continued rejecting of Jesus 
as the Messiah – “Has God cast away His people?” 

1. Has God rejected Israel? Are they no longer His chosen people.  
2. The question behind the question – “Can God be trusted?” God has made 
covenants with the nation of Israel, what are we to make of them now? 

a) Rom 9:(4)  who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the 
glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the 
promises; 
b) One commentator sums up these promises – “He promises to redeem 
them, to give them a glorious kingdom, to give them peace from all their enemies 
and the fullness of blessing.”  

B. But Paul has also made it abundantly clear that salvation and redemption comes 
through faith in Jesus Christ alone   

1. And the nation of Israel heard the message of the gospel, and they rejected it 
 



a) Where does that leave for the Jewish people (God’s chosen nation) and 
the promises of God? What do we make of His covenants with Israel? 

2. Some teach that God’s promises are no longer valid for the nation of Israel, they 
have been cut off completely, God has erased them.  

a) They teach that those promises now only apply to His church 
b) That is a scary proposition not only for Israel but for us 

(1) If we believe that theology than we believe that God can and has 
gone back on His Word 
(2) Blessed assurance of salvation becomes a fluid situation 

Paul doesn’t wait to answer this question - Rom 11:1  I say then, has God cast away His people? 
Certainly not!  

C. Has God cast away the nation of Israel permanently? 

1. The answer is a resounding no! Paul uses the strongest negative in the Greek 
language.  

a) We will learn in Chapter 11 that Israel’s rejection is only partial, it is 
purposeful (plan), and it is passing (temporary) 
b) Paul uses two examples as assurances that God has not completely 
rejected the nation of Israel 

 
Rom 11:1  I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I also am an Israelite, 
of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 
 
III. I AM AN ISRAELITE 

A. The first assurance – Look at me! I’m an Israelite, I’m a Jew, of the seed of Abraham, of 
the tribe of Benjamin – and I stand right before God! I’m partaking in the promises of God! 

1. Paul’s salvation was proof that some Jews would still take part in the promise of 
redemption. Not all of Israel had been set aside. 
2. In fact, Paul’s conversion experience is an illustration of Israel’s future restoration  
- There’s a reason the events surrounding Paul’s conversation appear 3 distinct times in 
the book of Acts 
3. Act 9:1-6  Then Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the 
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest  (2)  and asked letters from him to 
the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way, 
whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  (3)  As he 
journeyed he came near Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from 
heaven.  (4)  Then he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, 
Saul, why are you persecuting Me?"  (5)  And he said, "Who are You, Lord?" Then 
the Lord said, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick 
against the goads."  (6)  So he, trembling and astonished, said, "Lord, what do 
You want me to do?" Then the Lord said to him, "Arise and go into the city, and 
you will be told what you must do." 
4. Paul’s unique conversation experience is prophetic  

a) Paul violently persecuted the church – Nation of Israel killed the prophets 
b) A light shone from heaven and Jesus made Himself known to Paul and he 
repented and believed 
c) Just as Paul repented and believed – the nation of Israel will repent and 
believe  

 



5. Paul uses himself as proof that God’s setting aside of the nation of Israel is only 
partial 

a) 1Ti 1:16  However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first 
Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who are 
going to believe on Him for everlasting life. 

 
Rom 11:2-4  God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what 
the Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, saying,  (3)  "LORD, THEY 
HAVE KILLED YOUR PROPHETS AND TORN DOWN YOUR ALTARS, AND I ALONE AM LEFT, 
AND THEY SEEK MY LIFE"?  (4)  But what does the divine response say to him? "I HAVE 
RESERVED FOR MYSELF SEVEN THOUSAND MEN WHO HAVE NOT BOWED THE KNEE TO 
BAAL." 5 Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of 
grace 
 

B. Now Paul turns to the prophet Elijah as an example – 1 Kings 18 

1. Elijah, appeared before King Ahab – “is that you O troubler of Israel?” 
2. "You gather all the Israelites to Mount Carmel and the prophets of Baal, 450 of 
them, and the prophets of the idols, 400 more, that's 850 who eat at Jezebel's table." 
3. Elijah had them set up an alter with a sacrifice and told these false prophets to 
pray to Baal to ignite this sacrifice 
4. All day long the prophets called out to their god, they yelled louder and louder, 
began to scream and cry, and even began to cut themselves to get his attention  

a) Elijah just stood back and provided commentary – maybe he is asleep, 
maybe he’s on vacation, maybe he’s in the bathroom 

5. It was Elijah’s turn – he had the prophets soak the alter over and over again 
a) The he cried out to God, and God burned up the water, the entire alter, 
and the sacrifice, so that nothing remained 

6. After a dramatic victory, Elijah felt utterly discouraged because there wasn’t the 
immediate repentance he was expecting. In fact, Jezebel put out at hit on Elijah and he 
fled and hid 
7. He began to complain to God – “I am all alone.”  

a) “God, you’re almost out of business. Once I’m dead there will be no one 
left who stands for you.” 
b) In his mind God had abandoned His people – God’s response "I HAVE 
RESERVED FOR MYSELF SEVEN THOUSAND MEN WHO HAVE NOT 
BOWED THE KNEE TO BAAL." 
c) He was blind to the fact that there were 7000 men who had not bowed to 
this false idol Baal. 

(1) Throughout history there has always been a faithful remnant  
(2) There are many, many Jews who throughout history have put their 
faith in Jesus Christ and have been redeemed  

8. That is the second assurance – there has been and always will be a remnant of 
Jews who have placed their faith in Jesus Christ for salvation 

a) In Elijah’s time, in Isaiah’s time, in Ezekiel’s time (Babylonian captivity), in 
Nehemiah’s time, there was always a remnant that took God at His word – and 
that remnant continues to this day 

 
Rom 11:6-10  And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer 
grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work.  (7)  What 
then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the rest were 
blinded.  (8)  Just as it is written: "GOD HAS GIVEN THEM A SPIRIT OF STUPOR, EYES THAT 



THEY SHOULD NOT SEE AND EARS THAT THEY SHOULD NOT HEAR, TO THIS VERY DAY."  
(9)  And David says: "LET THEIR TABLE BECOME A SNARE AND A TRAP, A STUMBLING 
BLOCK AND A RECOMPENSE TO THEM.  (10)  LET THEIR EYES BE DARKENED, SO THAT 
THEY DO NOT SEE, AND BOW DOWN THEIR BACK ALWAYS." 
 
IV. SEEKING THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD 

A. Israel sought after the righteousness of God (that’s a good thing!) 

1. But when they were given the option of obtaining righteousness through faith in 
Jesus or obtaining it through their own works many of them chose works 
2. They tried so hard to please God that they missed their need for grace 
3. We see that with many people today – sincerely seeking after God yet at the 
same time rejecting His love and grace through Jesus Christ  

B. The consequence for rejecting Christ – they became blind, deaf, and dull 

1. Stupor – slumber, deep sleep, numbness  
2. Some commentators call a judicial hardening – similar to Pharoah – God isn’t 
putting something in their hearts that wasn’t there – they experienced the natural 
consequence of rejecting the grace and love of God 

a) Why harden their hearts? There is nothing more dangerous then 
mediocrity. Experience all the natural blessings of morality but still lose your soul. 
(Harder for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God…) 
b) Think yourself well when you are sick – Rev 3:14 “And to the angel of 
the church of the Laodiceans write, ‘These things says the Amen, the 
Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: 15 “I know 
your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or 
hot. 16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will 
vomit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become 
wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know that you are 
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—18 I counsel you to buy from 
Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments, that 
you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be 
revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 19 As 
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and repent. 
c) He is not righteous who does much, but he who, without work, believes 
much in Christ.”   “The law says, ‘do this,’ and it is never done.  Grace says, 
‘believe in this,’ and everything is already done.” -- M. Luther 
d) Best thing for Israel is to see and to feel the full weight of their rejection of 
God’s grace  

3. We must reject the lie that the gospel is not enough – some how we have to mix 
in our own efforts and good works to please God – through that our own hearts can 
become dull towards the unmerited favor and grace that God has shown us through 
Jesus 

 
Rom 11:11  I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! (same question 
and answer in verse 1) But through their fall (sin, lack), to provoke them to jealousy, salvation 
has come to the Gentiles.  (12)  Now if their fall (sin, lack) is riches for the world, and their 
failure riches for the Gentiles, how much more their fullness!  (13)  For I speak to you Gentiles; 
inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry,  (14)  if by any means I 
may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of them.  (15)  For if their 



being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the 
dead? 
 
V. PROVOKED TO JEALOUSY 

A. Paul describes something we saw repeatedly in the book of Acts 

1. The gospel was preached in a synagogue - The Jews were divided, some 
believed, many didn’t - The apostles than turned their attention to the gentiles and many 
gentiles believed - The early churches were a blend of Jewish and Gentile converts 

a) It was because the gospel was rejected by many of the Jews that the 
apostles turned to the gentiles 
b)  “But through their fall (sin, transgression), to provoke them to jealousy, 
salvation has come to the Gentiles.” 

B. What did this accomplish? – the Jews became jealous! 

1. Jealousy and envy are usually considered bad things but that isn’t always the 
case 

a) As John Stott writes – “Not all envy is tainted with selfishness, because it 
is not always either a grudging discontent or a sinful covetousness. At base, envy 
is ‘the desire to have for oneself something possessed by another,’ and whether 
envy is good or evil depends on the nature of the something desired and on 
whether one has any right to its possession. If that something is in itself evil, or if 
it belongs to somebody else and we have no right to it, then the envy is sinful. 
But if the something desired is in itself good, a blessing from God, which he 
means all his people to enjoy, then to ‘covet’ it and to ‘envy’ those who have it is 
not at all unworthy. This kind of desire is right in itself, and to arouse it can be a 
realistic motive in ministry.”  
b) The priests and Pharisees witnessed the gentiles fulfilling God’s law 
without the law – taking care of the poor and the needy, being one body, loving 
each other with a sacrificial love – do we provoke the same jealousy in others? 

C. Through the Jews rejection of the gospel many Gentiles will be saved, and because the 
Jews will see many of the Old Testament promises fulfilled in the Gentiles, many of them will 
believe and be saved 

1. That is the divine purpose behind Israel’s rejection – if the world has been 
blessed by their stumbling, how wonderful will their restoration be?? 

 
Rom 11:(16)  For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the 
branches.  (17)  And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, 
were grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the 
olive tree,  (18)  do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do 
not support the root, but the root supports you.  (19)  You will say then, "Branches were 
broken off that I might be grafted in."  (20)  Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken 
off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear.  (21)  For if God did not spare the 
natural branches, He may not spare you either.  (22)  Therefore consider the goodness and 
severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His 
goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off.  (23)  And they also, if they do not continue in 
unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again.  (24)  For if you were cut out 
of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated 
olive tree, how much more will these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their own olive 
tree?  (25)  For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you 



should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the 
fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 
 

D. The olive tree 

1. “it is customary to reinvigorate an olive tree which is ceasing to bear fruit by 
grafting it with a shoot of the wild-olive, so that the sap of the tree ennobles this wild 
shoot and the tree now again begins to bear fruit.” 

a) The wild olive branch is alive and able to produce fruit solely because it is 
grafted into the tree 

2. No room to boast about our position on the tree – it again is by God’s grace 
alone we have found life  

a) “If we have faith in Christ Jesus, we can be assured; but we must never be 
arrogant.”  

 
Rom 11:26-36  And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "THE DELIVERER WILL COME 
OUT OF ZION, AND HE WILL TURN AWAY UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB;  (27)  FOR THIS IS 
MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS."  (28)  Concerning the gospel 
they are enemies for your sake, but concerning the election they are beloved for the sake of 
the fathers.  (29)  For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.  (30)  For as you were 
once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy through their disobedience,  (31)  even 
so these also have now been disobedient, that through the mercy shown you they also may 
obtain mercy.  (32)  For God has committed them all to disobedience, that He might have 
mercy on all.  (33)  Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!  (34)  "FOR WHO HAS KNOWN 
THE MIND OF THE LORD? OR WHO HAS BECOME HIS COUNSELOR?"  (35)  "OR WHO HAS 
FIRST GIVEN TO HIM AND IT SHALL BE REPAID TO HIM?"  (36)  For of Him and through Him 
and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
 
VI. THE DELIVERER WILL COME 

A. All Israel will be saved? Rom 9:6-7  But it is not that the word of God has taken no 
effect. For they are not all Israel who are of Israel,  (7)  nor are they all children because 
they are the seed of Abraham; but, "IN ISAAC YOUR SEED SHALL BE CALLED." 

1. The olive tree is Israel – branches have been cut off and new branches have 
been grafted in – ultimately the olive tree is the community of all the worlds’ believers, 
Jews and Gentiles, that have put their faith in Jesus Christ 
2. There will be a great revival amongst the Jews and in that day we will see God 
graft many from the nation of Israel back into the olive tree,  
3. The Israel’s rejection is only partial, it is purposeful (plan), and it is passing 
(temporary) 

 
B. The question behind the question “Can God be trusted?” 

1. 1Ki 8:56  "Blessed be the LORD, who has given rest to His people Israel, 
according to all that He promised. There has not failed one word of all His good 
promise, which He promised through His servant Moses. 
2. Finally in Jas 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow 
of turning. 

a) God is faithful and He keeps His promises! 


