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ROMANS 
 
 

AN ABUNDANCE OF GRACE 
ROMANS 5 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. Romans 5:1 - Therefore – considering all that Paul has said 

1. Mankind is guilty because of sin – rebellion against God, in desperate need of 
someone outside of ourselves to save us, to restore that broken relationship with our 
Creator 
2. Justification – God’s righteousness accounted to us, is only possible by faith/trust 
apart from the law  
3. Trust in Jesus – who on the cross had our sins accounted to Him, so that His 
righteousness might be accounted to us  

a) This is the moment in history that the Christian faith rises and falls on 
B. Chapter 5 Paul begins to examine this doctrine of justification and the many of the 
benefits that come along with it 

1. What it means theologically and what it means personally – theologically – 
thinking rightly about God – and practically – how what He has done plays out in our 
individual lives? 

 
Romans 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we 
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  
 
II. PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE 

A. The immediate benefit of justification - peace with God, Paul goes big right out of the 
gate 

1. Theologically – we have been justified by faith; we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ 
2. We have access by faith into this grace in which we stand 
3. We can rejoice in hope of the glory of God 

B. What does this mean practically?  

1. Justification has past, present, and future implications  
a) We have peace with God – peace with one another – vertical and 
horizontal peace 

 



b) Eph 2:14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups 
one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by 
setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His 
purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus 
making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God 
through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and 
preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were 
near. 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow 
citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as 
the chief cornerstone. 

2. We gave access by into this grace in which we stand - 18 For through him we 
both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 

a) (Jesus our Great and Final High Priest) Heb 4:16 Let us therefore come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in 
time of need. 
b) 1 John 2:1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you 
may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous. 

(1) This is why right theology matters – how do you feel after you sin? 
Guilty, ashamed, condemned. Right theology invites you to come boldly 
before your Father and receive grace – we have access to this grace in 
which we STAND (we stand in His grace) 

3. We rejoice in hope of the glory of God (the full revelation of God’s glory) 
a) Rejoice – reminded of joy – reminded of what our future holds (we forget 
about a vacation that is coming up and then we are reminded)  
b) Past - we are justified we are saved from sins penalty, present - we are 
being saved from sin’s power, and future - when we are glorified, we will be 
saved from sin’s presence 
c) That is pretty significant – then Paul writes… 

 
3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces 
perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5 Now hope does not 
disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who 
was given to us. 
 

C. We glory in tribulations 

1. Glorying in tribulations is the opposite of complaining – not just surviving, not just 
grinning our teeth and bearing it – we glory in them 

a) Does not mean we are enjoying our trials – but we know the benefits 
coming out of it are far greater than the pain itself – it’s worth it 
b) Isn’t that what Paul writes in 2 Cor 4:17 For our light affliction, which is 
but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory, 
c) How do we get to that place? – right theology! Wrong theology teaches 
pain and suffering means somehow, we are missing God’s best  

2. Right theology - Our justification gives suffering purpose – God takes what the 
enemy means for destruction and turns it around for our good 

 



3. How? – Tribulation produces perseverance: persistence in doing something 
despite difficulty or delay in achieving success 

a) Where the gospel is revealed, the gospel is opposed – trials and 
tribulations teach us to push through difficulties, challenges, opposition 
b) Mike Winger mentions this in his study on Romans 5 – one of the 
characteristics he values most in ministry – people who are willing to endure 
through difficult times – it is not if difficult times come, but when  

(1) So easy to start with a bang – but what happens when things get 
difficult? 
(2) What good is a gifted teacher or preacher or worship leader or 
counselor if they give up? 
(3) How deep can our roots grow if we leave a church every time 
things get hard?  

4. Perseverance builds character  
a) Character (tried, tested, proven) – a person that can be trusted, counted 
on – consistent in their convictions, behavior  
b) That takes time – it comes after suffering, and trials, and opposition  
c) We confuse character with charisma – “He or she is so anointed!” – check 
back after 10 years – if we value charisma over character that is a recipe for 
trouble 

(1) 1 Tim 5 – Paul warns Timothy not to lay hands on someone too 
quickly  
(2) 1 Tim 3 – qualifications for an elder - not a novice, lest being puffed 
up with pride he falls into the same condemnation as the devil. 
(3) Qualification for deacons – Paul writes “But let these also first be 
tested; then let them serve as deacons, being found blameless.” 

d) In our study of 1 and 2 Samuel – we are seeing this play out in David’s life 
(1) As Mike Winger says, “Older people are younger people with 
experience.” That is a valuable thing in the church. 

D. That hope does not disappoint 

1. In Proverbs we read “Hope deferred makes the heart sick” – if that hope is never 
realized it brings discouragement 
2. This hope is what carries us through the sufferings that are common to life - 
works out the muscle of trust and faith 
3. After being married for 20 years it has been worth it…full time ministry for 15, it 
has been worth it…my oldest is 16 years old, being a dad has been worth it 

a) The only reason any of this has been possible is because the love of God 
has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
b) God’s love poured into us and then out of us has eternal implications 

 
6 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For 
scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even 
dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we 
shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by 
His life.  
 
 
 
 



III. A DIFFERENT KIND OF LOVE 

A. What kind of person did Christ come to die for?  

1. Weak, ungodly, sinners – Enemies of God 
a) Not those who have earned it or shown themselves to be loveable 
b) That would cheapen the love of God  

2. God demonstrates the nature of His own love but showing love to the 
undeserving  

a) Jesus said “I have come to heal the sick, those who are well have no need 
for a physician”  
b) His love for us and desire to save us comes exclusively from His own 
nature and character – the moment we add something to it, we dilute His love 

3. A select few will die a righteous man or a good man – that is the best we have to 
offer – dying for someone who deserves it  

a) But Christ died weak, ungodly, sinners – men and women who cried out 
crucify Him! Soldiers who gambled for clothes and struck him for fun. The crowd 
that chose to free a murderer instead of setting Him free 
b) Jesus who prayed Father forgive them for they know not what they do 

B. The greatest commandment  

1. “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind – the second is like it 
Love your neighbor as yourself” 

a) That is His instruction to the Pharisees and teachers of the law 
2. What does Jesus tell His disciples in the upper room the night before He is 
crucified 

a) John 13:34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all 
will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
b) This is only possible through the love of God that has been poured out in 
our hearts by the Spirit 

 
11 And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have now received the reconciliation.  
 

C. Rejoice in God 

1. Rejoice in the work of another (graduation) – reminded of our joy – reminded of 
who God is and what He has done  

 
12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus 
death spread to all men, because all sinned—13 (For until the law sin was in the world, but sin 
is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even 
over those who had not sinned according to the likeness of the transgression of Adam, who is 
a type of Him who was to come.  
 
IV. MUCH MORE 

A. Adam – a type of Christ  

1. Like David, qualities that are similar and qualities that are very different  
 



2. Adam and Jesus are representatives of mankind – their actions have sent 
shockwaves throughout history affecting every human being who has ever lived 

B. Adam – rebelled against God and introduced the corruption of sin to the human rice 

1. In doing so, introduced death – before Moses and the law  
 
15 But the free gift is not like the offense. For if by the one man’s offense many died, much 
more the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to 
many. 16 And the gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned. For the 
judgment which came from one offense resulted in condemnation, but the free gift which 
came from many offenses resulted in justification. 17 For if by the one man’s offense death 
reigned through the one, much more those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.) 
 

C. The sin of rebellion is not like the justification that God offers through His Son Jesus 

1. There is no duality (equal forces) between sin and God’s grace  
2. Yin and yang (dark and light) - Chinese philosophical concept that describes how 
obviously opposite or contrary forces may actually be complementary, interconnected, 
and interdependent in the natural world, and how they may give rise to each other as 
they interrelate to one another. 

a) The apostle John begins his gospel with the statement - Light has come 
into the world and the darkness could not overcome it 
b) In his letter to the churches he writes “Greater is He that is in me, than he 
who is in the world” 

3. Wrong theology views the battle between good and evil and a battle before equal 
forces 

a) Final battle in Revelation 20 - satan deceives the nations and gathers 
them together to battle, whose number is as the sand of the sea. They surround 
the camp of the saints and the beloved city. And fire will come down from God 
out of heaven and devour them. 

4. There is no sin that can stand up to the flood of God’s grace, but God’s grace 
must be received through Jesus Christ 

 
18 Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in 
condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, 
resulting in justification of life. 19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, 
so also by one Man’s obedience many will be made righteous. 20 Moreover the law entered 
that the offense might abound. But where sin abounded, grace abounded much more, 21 so 
that as sin reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
V. LAW ENTERED SO THE OFFENSE MIGHT ABOUND 

A. The white glove test… 

1. The law is the white glove, the dust is there but the white glove makes the dust 
clear 
2. Reign - Representation, rule, authority - Kingdom language – Do we want to 
continue on with Adam as our representative or will we accept Jesus? 
3. We will either be slaves to sin or slaves to righteousness – there are two very 
different masters 


