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ROMANS 
 
 

BLESSED ASSURANCE 
ROMANS 4 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Guilty as charged (equipping the church – preparing to share and defend the gospel 
while keeping in mind salvation is the work of God through the Holy Spirit) 

1. Chapters 1 – 3:20 – Paul makes a convincing case that we are all guilty before 
God 

a) Whether the Jew, by the law or the Gentile apart from the law – we have 
all violated God’s commands 
b) God is not unfair in His judgement of sin 

2. God’s righteousness is displayed through His right judgement – He is a good 
judge 
3. What is the penalty? Death.  
4. Outline – first 3 chapters - “the cycle of death” with no defense and no means 
within ourselves of escape 

a) We’re left asking is there any hope? Or as Job asked, “How can a man be 
righteous before God?” 
b) That is the ultimate question, right? Not, how can we have our best life 
now, but what do we do with the problem of death?  

(1) We can ignore it, hide from it, deceive ourselves – but that problem 
isn’t going anywhere 

c) An acknowledgement of death and an understanding that we brought it 
upon ourselves is the beginning of salvation 
d) Prov – The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom 

B. That is the question that every world religion seeks to answer  

1. How is a man made right with God? What can we do to appease him and please 
Him? 

a) Every religion, except for one, answers this question with some mixture of 
faith of works to be made right with God 
b) Mormonism teaches it is through the grace of God and their good works 
that they are saved. 2 Nephi 25:23 “For we labor diligently to write, to persuade 
our children, and also our brethren, to believe in Christ, and to be reconciled to 
God; for we know that it is by grace that we are saved, after all we can do.” 
c) Islam teaches that people are saved through obedience to his law. Surah 
23:102-104 “They whose balances shall be heavy shall be blest. But they whose 
balances shall be light, they shall lose their soul, abiding in hell forever. If your 
good works outweigh your bad Allah may accept you. 
d) Judaism – salvation is understood as collective and national, not 
necessarily personal and individual. Like in Exodus, the Lord hears the cries of 
the children of Israel and delivers them from bondage.  

 



(1) Judaism stresses the fact that one’s right relationship with God is 
maintained through repentance, good deeds, and a life of devotion. “It’s 
what you do that counts” 

e) Roman Catholics teach that an individual is saved by God’s grace, 
through faith, good works, baptism, participation in the sacraments, penance, 
indulgences, and keeping the commandments. 

(1) Statement from catholicscomehome.org “nowhere in the Bible does 
it teach that we are saved by “faith alone... Works do have something to 
do with our salvation… Catholics believe a response of faith and works is 
necessary..(for salvation)”  

f) Jehovah Witness – Salvation is described as a free gift from God, but is 
said to be unattainable without good works that are prompted by faith. 
g) Hindu – Salvation, for the Hindu, can be achieved in one of three ways: 
the way of works, the way of knowledge, or the way of devotion. 
h) Buddhist - Salvation is liberation from such bondage through the 
transformation of our consciousness and our awakening to our true nature. 
Buddhist practices such as meditation and worship provide the opportunity to 
become aware of our deeper self, our Buddha-nature, our root in eternity. Karma 
- the sum of a person's actions in this and previous states of existence, viewed 
as deciding their fate in future existences. 

C. What they all have in common  

1. Salvation is on our shoulders. There is little to no assurance of salvation  
a) These are all false gospels – any mixture of faith and works for salvation is 
a false gospel. The Bible teaches we are either saved by faith or by works. 

D. That brings us to Romans 3:21, a turning point in Paul’s letter. 

1. It is here he begins to explain how we escape this cycle of death and move from 
death to life 
2. Rom 3:21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, 
being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets 22 even the righteousness of God, 
through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no 
difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
3. Rom 3:28 where we left off - 28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified 
by faith apart from the deeds of the law. 

a) Now Paul will build his case for this fundamental truth on which all of 
Christianity rests – we are made right with God through faith in the finished work 
of Jesus Christ. That is how we move from this cycle of death into life. 

 
Rom 4:1 What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh? 
2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 
3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness.” 4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt. 
 
II. ABRAHAM AND DAVID 

A. Abraham justified by faith 

1. Why did Paul choose Abraham to illustrate the truth that salvation comes through 
faith alone?  

 



2. Abraham is the Gold Standard of the Jewish faith. They believed he was the only 
truly righteous man of his time.  

a) In the Jewish mind, God had selected Abraham to be the father of their 
nation because of his righteousness and he earned his righteousness by his 
keeping of the law  
b) Abraham lived prior to the nation of Israel coming into existence and he 
also lived before the law - the law had not been given yet  

(1) Jews answer this by saying Abraham was so righteous that he kept 
the law by anticipating the law.  

3. But Paul asks - "For what does the Scripture say?" What a wonderful question. A 
question that should always be on our lips.  

a) Paul quotes Genesis 15:6 - "ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS 
ACCOUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS."  
b) If Abraham had worked for his righteousness, it would have been a wage, 
it would have been earned. It would be owed to him. But he didn’t earn it, he 
trusted God and he received the free gift of righteousness, 400 years before the 
law. 
c) That's the heart of the Gospel - it is a gift - a gift that is worked for is no 
longer a gift. God doesn’t owe us anything. You cannot mix faith and works. You 
cannot earn God’s righteousness 

(1) Paul has to say this over and over again because we want our gold 
star 

4. Heb 11:8-12 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the 
place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing 
where he was going. (9) By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign 
country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same 
promise; (10) for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God. (11) By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, 
and she bore a child when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful 
who had promised. (12) Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were 
born as many as the stars of the sky in multitude- innumerable as the sand which 
is by the seashore.  

a) Here's the example Abraham gives us - He believed God. He took God at 
His word. It was personal, not just theological.  
b) Faith is a real, personal, relationship with God. 
c) When he was called to forsake everything and follow God he obeyed. 
Does that sound familiar? Just as the disciples gave up their lives and followed 
Jesus. The trusted Jesus, and their faith had feet.  

 
Rom 4:5 But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith 
is accounted for righteousness, 6 just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to 
whom God imputes righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are those whose lawless 
deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are covered; 8 Blessed is the man to whom the Lord shall 
not impute sin.” 

B. David and the blessed man 

1. David – another patriarch of the Jewish people, held in high esteem 
a) Personal failings but a good king – a king that all of Israel’s other kings 
were compared to  

 



2. David describes the blessedness of the man to who God deposits righteousness 
in his account, apart from works – where does he describe this?  
3. Psalm 32 (A Psalm of David. A Contemplation) - 1 Blessed is he whose 
transgression is forgiven, Whose sin is covered. 2 Blessed is the man to whom 
the Lord does not impute iniquity, And in whose spirit there is no deceit. 3 When I 
kept silent, my bones grew old Through my groaning all the day long. 4 For day 
and night Your hand was heavy upon me; My vitality was turned into the drought 
of summer. Selah 5 I acknowledged my sin to You, And my iniquity I have not 
hidden. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” And You forgave 
the iniquity of my sin. Selah 

a) Who is the blessed man? Do we have assurance? Yes, our assurance is 
in Christ.  

 
Rom 4:9 Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only, or upon the 
uncircumcised also? For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness. 
10 How then was it accounted? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while 
circumcised, but while uncircumcised. 11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of 
the righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the 
father of all those who believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be 
imputed to them also, 12 and the father of circumcision to those who not only are of the 
circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our father Abraham had while 
still uncircumcised. 
 

C. Abraham Justified Before Circumcision 

1. “Your examples are Jewish, so that must mean this blessedness is only for Jews” 
2. Faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness – did that happen before he 
was circumcised or after? 

a) Circumcision – a symbol or a sign that you are Jewish 
b) A sign is not the thing the sign represents – our sign is not Calvary 
Central, we are 
c) Circumcision wasn’t righteousness, the act itself did not make someone 
righteous just because of the act, it was a sign pointing to righteousness 

(1) Similar to Christian baptism 
3. Abraham is an example to both Jew and Gentile – walk in the steps of faith 
4. “The Old Testament was about the law. The New Testament is about grace.” 

a) A.W. Tozer says that grace is “the good pleasure of God that inclines him 
to bestow benefits on the undeserving.” 
b) The Bible starts with God’s grace – God gave… 
c) This is what Jesus meant when He told the Pharisees you study the 
scriptures, and you miss me! 
  

Rom 4:13 For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his 
seed through the law, but through the righteousness of faith. 
 
III. FAITH IN THE PROMISE 

A. The Promise 

1. Genesis 15 – the Lord made a covenant with Abraham – I have given this land to 
your decedents  

 



a) That covenant was made apart from the law – this promise was not 
dependent on the law because the law had not been given yet 
b) It was came down to trust – Abraham trusted God 

 
Rom 4:14 For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void and the promise made of 
no effect, 15 because the law brings about wrath; for where there is no law there is no 
transgression.  
 

2. If Abraham was saved by law and those who came after him were saved by the 
law, faith is no longer needed – if we become sons and daughters through careful 
adherence through the law – a relationship built on trust with the living God isn’t needed 
3.  And the promise made of no effect – Paul is stating that a law and promise are 
two different things 

a) A law says do this or this going to happen to you. A promise, when it 
comes from God means this is going to happen – you can believe the promise, or 
you can reject it.  
b) Works based salvation provides no security, no assurance. It places the 
strength of my salvation on my own morality. The gospel places the strength of 
my salvation on the faithfulness of God. 
c) As Paul writes in Galatians – “if righteousness could be gained through 
the law, Christ died in vein!” Jesus died for nothing. 

4. We know the law doesn’t bring righteousness, it brings about wrath 
a) Exampled throughout the history of Israel – Israel would turn their back on 
the Lord and His words, then generations later they would come across the Book 
of the Law and when they would read it and they would tear their clothes and 
weep – King Josiah, Nehemiah, Daniel – their eyes are opened to the wrath of 
God 
b) Example of refereeing youth soccer – called the game like I played it – not 
really know the rules 

(1) Once we are made aware, we realize our transgression. 
(2) The law doesn’t make us right with God, it exposes our sin 

 
16 Therefore it is of faith that it might be according to grace, so that the promise might be sure 
to all the seed, not only to those who are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all 17 (as it is written, “I have made you a father of many 
nations”) in the presence of Him whom he believed—God, who gives life to the dead and calls 
those things which do not exist as though they did; 18 who, contrary to hope, in hope 
believed, so that he became the father of many nations, according to what was spoken, “So 
shall your descendants be.” 19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, 
already dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. 
20 He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, 
giving glory to God, 21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able 
to perform. 22 And therefore “it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 23 Now it was not 
written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, 24 but also for us. It shall be imputed to 
us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was delivered up 
because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification. 
 

B. Of faith according to grace 

1. Faith and grace cannot be separated – faith is not a work 
 



2. Why is that so important? So that the promise might be sure. 
3. If we find ourselves moving from condemning others to condemning ourselves 
we may not understand this  

C. Blessed Assurance 

1. Abraham was fully convinced that what God had promised He was also able to 
perform. 
2. He was justified by faith. That same justification is available to us who believe in 
Him who raised up Jesus from the dead, who was delivered up because of our 
offenses, and was raised because of our justification.  
3. Jon Courson - Remember the game Chutes and Ladders, and the frustration you 
felt when, in the first place, you came to the last chute and down you went? If salvation 
came by trying, striving, religion, or works, our walk would be a perpetual game of 
Chutes and Ladders. On Monday, we would have devotions and move two rungs up the 
ladder. On Tuesday, we would go to morning worship and advance five more steps. On 
Wednesday, we would come to Bible study and climb three rungs higher. On Thursday, 
we would seek the Lord in the evening and find ourselves only 3 rungs from the top. On 
Friday, we would talk with our neighbor about the Lord. But on Saturday, we would get 
angry and sin and down the chute we would tumble.  

a) This is the way so many people live their lives. At some point, if that’s the 
way we play the game, we will simply give up.  
b) That might be the best thing. Give up and look to Jesus. Stop trusting in 
your own abilities and seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness and all these 
things will be added unto you.  

IV. COMMUNION  

1 Cor 11:23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus 
on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He 
broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance 
of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes. 

 


