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ROMANS 
 
 

GRACE FOR THE GUILTY 
ROMANS 3 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Paul’s letter to the church in Rome provides the most complete explanations of the 
gospel in all of scripture 

1. With it a comprehensive explanation of the Christian worldview  
2. Summed up in Rom 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it 
is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and 
also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 
faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.” 
3. Consider the audience - Why preach to gospel to the church? If we are already 
saved, why study Paul’s letter at all? 

B. For the sake of adoration 

1. We don’t have to know all the answers to reap the rewards of the gospel but the 
more we learn the richer our faith becomes and the more our appreciation grows 
2. Paul’s letter to the Romans is an intricate painting that details the richness of the 
gospel 
3. The difference between a stick person vs a true to life portrait = both are 
representations of people 

a) If we are careful to learn what Paul is communicating through his letter, I 
am confident our love and appreciation for who Jesus is and what He has done 
for us will only deepen 

C. For the sake of mission – our understanding is not just for us but for others 

1. 1 Peter - but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a 
defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet 
with gentleness and reverence; 
2. Acts 17 we saw that it was Paul’s custom to reason with the crowds from the 
Scriptures, explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise again 
from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ.” 

a) Acts 17:16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was 
provoked within him when he saw that the city was given over to idols. 17 
Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentile 
worshipers, and in the marketplace daily with those who happened to be 
there. 

D. For the sake of unity 

1. As with Paul’s other letters, there is an underlying exhortation for unity within the 
body of Christ, be of one mind – like minded – share the mind of Christ 

a) Salvation for the Jew first and also the Greek 
 



b) Converted Jews boasted in their heritage, converted gentiles, their 
freedoms 

2. Gentile – Guilty apart from the law  
a) Secular world – guilty of suppressing the truth of God – God has revealed 
himself through His creation - His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made 
b) Ungrateful, futile in their thoughts, worshipped the created and the not the 
Creator  

(1) When we cease to worship God, we do not worship nothing. We 
worship anything.  
(2) Wrath of God is revealed by giving people over to their corrupt 
desires, sin is a worship issue – misplace worship leads to destruction and 
death 

3. Jew – guilty under the law 
a) Paul, anticipating the Jewish response writes in chapter 2 – you are 
inexcusable, O man, you judge others and in doing so condemn yourself. 
b) Just because you have been given the law doesn’t mean you have 
followed the law - the judgment of God is according to truth against those who 
practice such thing 
c) And do you think this, O man, you who judge those practicing such things, 
and doing the same, that you will escape the judgment of God? 

(1) You boast in receiving the law and bearing the mark of God’s 
chosen people – yet you too break the law  
(2) Being set apart by God is a heart issue, not a flesh issue 

4. No one is good not one – Paul has been building the case that all of mankind 
stands guilty before God, the righteous judge 

 
Romans 3:1 What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of circumcision? 2 Much in 
every way! Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles of God. 3 For what if some did 
not believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of God without effect? 4 Certainly not! 
Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. As it is written: “That You may be justified in Your 
words, And may overcome when You are judged.”(Job) 5 But if our unrighteousness 
demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unjust who inflicts wrath? 
(I speak as a man.) 6 Certainly not! For then how will God judge the world? 7 For if the truth of 
God has increased through my lie to His glory, why am I also still judged as a sinner? 8 And 
why not say, “Let us do evil that good may come”?—as we are slanderously reported and as 
some affirm that we say. Their condemnation is just 
 
II. PAUL ANSWERS THE CRITICS 

A. For the sake of mission – equipping the saints when their faith is questioned 

1. Provides answers for the skeptic, cynic, and the scoffer  
a) Skeptic - a person inclined to question, or doubt accepted opinions 
b) Cynic - a person who believes that people are motivated purely by self-
interest rather than acting for honorable or unselfish reasons 
c) Scoffer - a person who mocks or makes fun of someone or something, 
often of religion or moral values 

B. What advantage is there for the Jew? 

1. God’s chosen people, set apart from all other nations 
 



2. The lineage of Abraham, Isaiah, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, and King David 
3. The law, the tabernacle, the temple, priests, prophets 

a) Did any of that matter? What was the point if we are all in the same boat? 
What profit was it? 

C. More than you obviously understand 

1. First and foremost – you received the living Word of God – the 
oracles/speech/sayings/teachings/instructions 

a) “But Paul, you said the law cannot save” 
b) That doesn’t mean it’s worthless or pointless. It has immense value – it 
just doesn’t have the ability to justify you, make your right before God 

2. God spoke to you – He committed His revelation to you – your very existence 
and history pointed to Jesus Christ, the Messiah, who takes away the sins of the world 

D. This is the high calling of the church as well 

1. If we are not teaching the Word of God, we are robbing God’s people 
2. Paul instructed Timothy in 2 Timothy 4 – Preach the Word! 

III. LET MAN BE A LIAR AND GOD BE TRUE 

A. Doesn’t the unbelief of Jews undermine the message you claim to carry from God? 

1. If the Jews, God’s chosen people, rejected the message – it must not be a 
message from God 

a) There’s atheists and secular humanists that make this claim today – “my 
unbelief proves God does not exist – God hasn’t met the burden of proof” – belief 
in God isn’t simply misplaced, it is completely unreasonable 

2. But truth isn’t based on how many people believe it, truth isn’t based on popular 
vote – contrary to what the world thinks 

a) What we believe about God doesn’t change Him one bit 
b) Rom 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in 
them, for God has shown it to them. 20 For since the creation of the world 
His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things 
that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are 
without excuse, 

(1) It is rarely an intellectual issue, it is an issue of control and authority 
B. If our sin (breaking God’s law) glorifies God, isn’t He unjust for judging 
unrighteousness? 

1. God’s righteousness is in part, revealed through His righteous judgement 
a) How can we call a judge good, if he has never rendered a verdict on a 
case? 
b) Marvel movies wouldn’t be much fun without the villains  

(1) How do we know who the hero is if no one’s doing anything heroic 
right? 

c) All great stories have some form of conflict between a protagonist and an 
antagonist 

 



2. So again, the skeptic’s question is, if God uses evil to demonstrate His 
righteousness, isn’t He unrighteous for judging the very thing demonstrates His 
righteousness? 

a) Simply intellectual gymnastics to shift the blame of our sin – God, you 
made me this way so why am I guilty? 
b) Especially if you are all powerful – my sin must be part of your plan 
c) We’ve been doing this since the garden – Adam caught in sin “It was the 
woman who you put here with me! She gave me the fruit of the tree and I ate it.” 

3. Paul’s response – “How will God judge the world?” 
a) Follow that to its logical conclusion – no one is guilty? There is no such 
thing as justice? No one is responsible for their actions? Or does this just apply 
to you? 

C. Not just an illogical line of thinking, they then used their twisted conclusion to put words 
in Paul’s mouth 

1. And why not say, “Let us do evil that good may come”? — as we are 
slanderously reported and as some affirm that we say. Their condemnation is just. 
2. Scoffer misrepresents scripture purposefully 

a) God uniquely designed men and women and created a sacred covenant 
of marriage to help reveal the ministry of Christ’s love for His church  

(1) “Oh, so you hate homosexuals” 
b) God’s Word teaches life is sacred and every life has intrinsic value 

(1) So, you care about life in the womb, just not life outside of the 
womb 

c) God is the creator and sustainer of all things 
(1) Oh, so you reject science  

3. The church, unfortunately, has had a hand in perpetuating some of these claims 
a) Paul equips the church in Rome to give an answer – gives them the why 

 
Rom 3:9 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have previously charged both 
Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin. 10 As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, 
not one; 11 There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. 12 They have 
all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, 
not one.” 13 “Their throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they have practiced 
deceit”; “The poison of asps is under their lips”; 14 “Whose mouth is full of cursing and 
bitterness.” 15 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 Destruction and misery are in their ways; 
17 And the way of peace they have not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their 
eyes.” 19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, 
that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before 
God. 20 Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law 
is the knowledge of sin. 
 
IV. AS IT IS WRITTEN 

A. Commonly held world view - mankind is generally good and inherently good 

1. Goodness is built into mankind – it’s an inseparable element or attribute of 
humanity 

a) “I am going to heaven because I'm generally a good person” 
 



2. There may be some outliers – mass murders, dictators, drug lords – but they are 
unevolved – there are some wires crossed in them 

a) We may make a few mistakes, but we are ultimately good people 
(1) My good works outweigh my bad works 

b) This world view isn’t exclusive to secular humanism, or even other 
religions, there are many Christians that hold this belief 

B. Paul turns to the Old Testament  

1. Psalms, Proverbs, and Isaiah 
2. Masterful – some of these verses refer to Israel’s enemies, some of them refer to 
Gentiles, and some of them refer to Jews 
3. Paul is again, restating the point, scripture has remained consistent with the 
message – we are all hopelessly guilty – we are on the wrong side of a perfect and just 
God with no defense 

C. Courtroom language 

1. Arraignment – defendant is brought before the judge – who is the defendant? 
2. Indictment – Chapter 1 and 2 are the charges that are being brought against us 

a) There is none righteous, no, not one; 11 There is none who 
understands; There is none who seeks after God. 12 They have all turned 
aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does 
good, no, not one.” 
b) In these verses alone there are 13 counts against mankind 
c) Deal with our character, our conversation, and our conduct 

(1) Explain our guilt by revealing who we are, what we say, and what 
we do 

3. Motive - “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 
4. Defense - There is no defense. every mouth may be stopped, Therefore by the 
deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight 

a) There is nothing we can do  
5. Verdict - and all the world may become guilty before God. 

a) We are found guilty and there is nothing we can do about it. If Paul’s letter 
ended in verse 20 what a hopeless state we would be in. 

(1) We would be left asking what Job asked "But how can a man be 
righteous before God? 

b) What can we possibly do to escape his judgment?  
c) Here’s the wonderful news – Paul isn’t finished  
d) Chapter 1-3 – Cycle of death – here in chapter 3 is the hinge, the turning 
point – from death to life, from darkness to light 

 
21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being witnessed by the 
Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all 
and on all who believe. For there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 
righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously 
committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and 
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 



V. FAITH ALONE 

A. All religions - Mormons, Roman Catholics, Muslims, Buddhists – they attempt to 
become right with God through good works.  

1. Greatest error man can make is seeking salvation by his own righteousness. 
Trying to deal with his guilt through good works. You can’t – a perfect God demands 
perfection 
2. Righteousness comes through faith in Jesus Christ alone. Righteousness 
belongs to God and He imparts His righteousness to us through His son. 
3. That is the good news of the gospel – is it good news if we don’t know what we 
have been saved from? 

 
27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. 
28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds of the law. 29 Or 
is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles 
also, 30 since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised 
through faith. 31 Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, 
we establish the law. 
 

B. Back to the theme of unity – there is no boasting when we are all equally guilty and we 
are all saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone  

1. Eph 2:8-9  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God,  (9)  not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
2. Rom 10:9  that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe 
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

 


