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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

DO YOU BELIEVE THE LIE 
JOHN 12:36-50 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. For those who may be visiting: we are going through the 4 gospels, however we are 

doing it Chronologically. 
 
1. In other words, we are jumping back and forth between the 4 of them and taking 

the events as they happen instead of book by book.  
2. And although for us Easter has come and gone, in our study, what takes place in 

the teaching today is occurring between Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday. 
a) Jesus will soon give His life for our sins and He has been telling everyone 

that He must go to the cross! 
3. But many will still not believe Him. 

a) How many of you have ever told a lie? 
(1) Do you know if you tell a lie long enough you will start to believe 

that it is true. 
(2) On top of that if you can mix fear with it – others will begin to 

believe it also. 
(a) So much so that if you later try to correct it, by telling the 

truth – people will not believe you! 
 

B. A big lie (German: große Lüge; often the big lie) is a propaganda technique used for 
political purposes, defined as "a gross distortion or misrepresentation of the facts, 
especially when used as a propaganda device by a politician or official body".[1] The 
German expression was coined by Adolf Hitler, when he dictated his 1925 book Mein 
Kampf, to describe the use of a lie so "colossal" that no one would believe that 
someone "could have the impudence to distort the truth so infamously". Hitler believed 
the technique was used by Jews to blame Germany's loss in World War I on German 
general Erich Ludendorff, who was a prominent nationalist political leader in the Weimar 
Republic. Historian Jeffrey Herf says the idea of the original big lie was instrumental in 
turning sentiment against Jews and bringing about the Holocaust. - 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Big_lie 
 
1. The world has mastered this technique and we have seen a lot of it lately! 
2. Wallstreet has mastered the technique and marketing teams around the world 

have taught us to accept lies as truth. 
a) Let me give you a few examples: 



 

 
 

b) For the sake of time I will show the next few pic side-by-side: 

c)  
 

 
d)  

(1) And this is just a few of thousands! 
(a) So lies have become truth and the truth is now viewed as 

lies. 
e) We’ve been told lies for so long that some people can’t even recognize the 

truth. 
 



II. JOHN 12:37–43 (NKJV) — 37 BUT ALTHOUGH HE HAD DONE SO MANY SIGNS BEFORE 
THEM, THEY DID NOT BELIEVE IN HIM, 38 THAT THE WORD OF ISAIAH THE PROPHET 
MIGHT BE FULFILLED, WHICH HE SPOKE: “LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR 
REPORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF THE LORD BEEN REVEALED?” 39 
THEREFORE THEY COULD NOT BELIEVE, BECAUSE ISAIAH SAID AGAIN: 40 “HE HAS 
BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HARDENED THEIR HEARTS, LEST THEY SHOULD SEE 
WITH THEIR EYES, LEST THEY SHOULD UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEARTS AND 
TURN, SO THAT I SHOULD HEAL THEM.” 41 THESE THINGS ISAIAH SAID WHEN HE 
SAW HIS GLORY AND SPOKE OF HIM. 42 NEVERTHELESS EVEN AMONG THE RULERS 
MANY BELIEVED IN HIM, BUT BECAUSE OF THE PHARISEES THEY DID NOT CONFESS 
HIM, LEST THEY SHOULD BE PUT OUT OF THE SYNAGOGUE; 43 FOR THEY LOVED 
THE PRAISE OF MEN MORE THAN THE PRAISE OF GOD.  
 
A. Here is a perfect case in point: 

 
1. Jesus did miracles in front of them yet so many would not believe! 
2. Please don’t read this passage and make the assumption that it was the Lord 

who had hardened their hearts and prevented them from seeing the truth. 
a) Romans 1:28 (KJV) And even as they did not like to retain God in 

their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do 
those things which are not convenient; 

b) Romans 1:22 (NKJV) — 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,  
(1) So, those who will not believe – have become so hardened that tey 

WILL NOT believe though there is massive evidence to prove the 
existence of Jesus! 
(a) … there are (many) sources outside the Bible which refer to 

Jesus. ….. He’s referred to in pagan, Jewish, and Christian 
writings outside the New Testament. The Jewish historian 
Josephus is especially interesting. In the pages of his works you 
can read about New Testament people like the high priests Annas 
and Caiaphas, the Roman governor Pontius Pilate, King Herod, 
John the Baptist, even Jesus himself and his brother James. 
There have also been interesting archaeological discoveries as 
well bearing on the gospels. For example, in 1961 the first 
archaeological evidence concerning Pilate was unearthed in the 
town of Caesarea; it was an inscription of a dedication bearing 
Pilate’s name and title. Even more recently, in 1990 the actual 
tomb of Caiaphas, the high priest who presided over Jesus’s trial, 
was discovered south of Jerusalem. Indeed, the tomb beneath the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem is in all probability the 
tomb in which Jesus himself was laid by Joseph of Arimathea 
following the crucifixion. According to Luke Johnson, a New 
Testament scholar at Emory University, even the most critical 
historian can confidently assert that a Jew named Jesus worked 
as a teacher and wonder-worker in Palestine during the reign of 
Tiberius, was executed by crucifixion under the prefect Pontius 
Pilate and continued to have followers after his death. 
https://www.reasonablefaith.org/writings/popular-writings/jesus-of-nazareth/the-evidence-
for-jesus/ 

(b) Will all the evidence – why do folks still choose to NOT 
believe? 
(i) There are many reasons, pride, arrogance, fear. 



(ii) Look at the example before us this morning: 42 
Nevertheless even among the rulers many 
believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees 
they did not confess Him, lest they should be put 
out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the praise 
of men more than the praise of God. 
 

III. JOHN 12:44–50 (NKJV) — 44 THEN JESUS CRIED OUT AND SAID, “HE WHO BELIEVES 
IN ME, BELIEVES NOT IN ME BUT IN HIM WHO SENT ME. 45 AND HE WHO SEES ME 
SEES HIM WHO SENT ME. 46 I HAVE COME AS A LIGHT INTO THE WORLD, THAT 
WHOEVER BELIEVES IN ME SHOULD NOT ABIDE IN DARKNESS. 47 AND IF ANYONE 
HEARS MY WORDS AND DOES NOT BELIEVE, I DO NOT JUDGE HIM; FOR I DID NOT 
COME TO JUDGE THE WORLD BUT TO SAVE THE WORLD. 48 HE WHO REJECTS ME, 
AND DOES NOT RECEIVE MY WORDS, HAS THAT WHICH JUDGES HIM—THE WORD 
THAT I HAVE SPOKEN WILL JUDGE HIM IN THE LAST DAY. 49 FOR I HAVE NOT 
SPOKEN ON MY OWN AUTHORITY; BUT THE FATHER WHO SENT ME GAVE ME A 
COMMAND, WHAT I SHOULD SAY AND WHAT I SHOULD SPEAK. 50 AND I KNOW THAT 
HIS COMMAND IS EVERLASTING LIFE. THEREFORE, WHATEVER I SPEAK, JUST AS 
THE FATHER HAS TOLD ME, SO I SPEAK.”  
 
A. You see the backbone of what Jesus is saying that even He served a higher authority 

while here on the earth – His Father! 
 
1. JOHN 4:31-34 (NKJV) -- 31 In the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, 

“Rabbi, eat.” But He said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not 
know.” Therefore the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought 
Him anything to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him 
who sent Me, and to finish His work”. 

2. John 14:8–10 (NKJV) — 8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, 
and it is sufficient for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so 
long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has 
seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I 
speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who 
dwells in Me does the works.  

3. John 12:48 (NKJV) 48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, 
has that which judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in 
the last day. 
a) You might be thinking – “But I thought God is Love and therefore He loves 

everyone!” 
(1) He does: John 3:16–19 (NKJV) — 16 For God so loved the 

world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through Him might be saved. 18 “He 
who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in 
the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the 
condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were 
evil.  
 



IV. CONCLUSION 
 
A. Let me close with a few “old wives tales” that many people believe, but aren’t true. 

 
1. If you pull out a grey hair and two more will appear in its place. 
2. Sitting too close to the television screen will make you go blind. 
3. Cracking your knuckles will give you arthritis. 
4. Eating carrots will improve your eyesight. 
5. Spilling salt brings bad luck. 
6. If your ears are ringing, then somebody is talking about you. 
7. An apple a day keeps the doctor away. 
8. Swallowed gum takes years to digest. 
9. Reading in dim light damages your eyes. 
10. You shouldn't cross your eyes or else they'll get stuck that way. 
11. Are you ready for the last one – “The Bible is just a fairy tale and Jesus isn’t real!” 

a) This last one is the only one that is true! 
b) And there is too much evidence to ignore it.  What will you do with Jesus? 

 
 


