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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 
 

COSTLY DEVOTION 
MATTHEW 26:1-16 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Jesus has just finished what is known as the Olivet Discourse  

1. Fancy title for Jesus’s lengthy answer to the disciples’ questions – when will the 
end of the age be and what will be the signs? 
a) What followed in the next few chapters was Jesus’s explanation of His 

second coming – His longest response to any question asked 
2. Only emphasizes the importance of this event, and the importance of the 

church’s readiness for it 
 
26:1 Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished all these sayings, that He said to His 
disciples, 2 “You know that after two days is the Passover, and the Son of Man will be 
delivered up to be crucified.” 
 

B. Last week, at the end of Jesus’s teaching there was a group of Greek men who came to 
the feast who wished to see Jesus 

1. John 12:23 But Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come that the 
Son of Man should be glorified. 24 Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, 
it produces much grain. 25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who 
hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves 
Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If 
anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor. 27 “Now My soul is troubled, 
and what shall I say? ‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose 
I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your name.” 

2. What comes next is preparation for Jesus’s death – preparation for the cross 
 
Matthew 26:3 Then the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of the people assembled at the 
palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, 4 and plotted to take Jesus by trickery and 
kill Him. 5 But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people 
 

C. For this purpose, I came to this hour 

1. The crucifixion of Jesus was on a divine timeline. It had been set since the 
foundation of the world to take place at this time and in this location 

2. The Jewish leaders didn’t just happen to catch Jesus at the right time – they had 
been trying to capture and kill Jesus for years 

 



D. Our war isn’t against flesh and blood – the enemy had been trying to wipe out the 
bloodline of the Messiah from the moment that God told the serpent that the seed of 
Eve would crush his head 

1. Even in Jesus’s infancy, Satan was influencing the hearts of men to kill Him 
2. In a pride filled rage Herod ordered the death of all male children 2 and younger 

in Bethlehem 
3. In Luke 4, after reading from the prophet Isaiah in His hometown of Nazareth, the 

people attempted to throw Jesus off a cliff 
4. John 5, Jesus heals a man who has been disabled for 38 years, but because it 

was on the Sabbath the Jewish leaders sought to kill Him 
a) At every turn in the gospels men wanted to silence Jesus but they had no 

power to do so until it was His time 
5. After being arrested and standing in chains before Pilate – from the outside 

looking in it appeared the Pilate was the one in control 
a) Pilate questioned Jesus, looking for an opportunity to release Him and 

Jesus wouldn’t answer him 
b) Pilate said “Do you refuse to speak to me? Don’t you realize I have power 

either to free you or to crucify you?  
c) At this Jesus spoke up “The only authority you have is the authority given 

to you from above.” You are not in control here.  
6. John 10:17 “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I 

may take it again. 18 No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. 
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This 
command I have received from My Father.” 
a) God controls this narrative – not the will of man, not the schemes of the 

enemy – God alone 
b) At this feast of the Passover, the time has come for the spotless lamb to 

willingly lay down His life for mankind 
 
6 And when Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, 7 a woman came to Him 
having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil, and she poured it on His head as He sat at 
the table. 8 But when His disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? 9 For 
this fragrant oil might have been sold for much and given to the poor.” 10 But when Jesus 
was aware of it, He said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a good 
work for Me. 11 For you have the poor with you always, but Me you do not have always. 12 For 
in pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she did it for My burial. 13 Assuredly, I say to you, 
wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be 
told as a memorial to her.” 
 
II. COSTLY DEVOTION 

A. While men schemed behind the scenes to capture and kill Jesus, this woman began 
preparing Jesus for His burial 

1. The disciples still did not understand that Jesus was going to the cross. He had 
said over and over again and for some reason they just didn’t believe it or 
understand it 

2. But this woman did. So she takes 12 ounces of costly perfume, worth a years 
wages, and pours it on Jesus 

 



B. There is a literary technique often used by the authors of the scriptures – both the Old 
Testament and New called parallelism 

1. Running side by side – either similar truths repeated in different ways to reinforce 
an idea – or contrasting truths meant to amplify an idea – you see this quite a bit 
in the poetic books – Psalms and Proverbs 
a) For the Lord knows the way of the righteous. But the way of the wicked 

will perish (Psalm 1:6 NIV). 
b) Hatred stirs up conflict, but love covers over all wrongs (Proverbs 10:12 

NIV). 
c) If you have ever done any work in graphic design or interior design you 

understand that contrasting colors matter – if you want something to stand 
out, background matters just as much as the foreground 

C. That is exactly what we have here in Matthew’s gospel – not just contrasting ideas or 
contrasting truths but contrasting characters with contrasting motives 

1. On one end we have a plot to kill Jesus. On the other, the betrayal of Jesus. And 
right in the middle of it all – selfless adoration to Jesus. Costly devotion that 
shines with blinding light in the midst of the darkness 

2. That is God’s plan and purpose for His kids – as the Apostle Paul explains to the 
persecuted church in 2 Cor 4:6 For it is the God who commanded light to 
shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  
a) 2 Cor 4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 

excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. 8 We are hard-
pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in 
despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed— 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of the 
Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our 
body. 11 For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ 
sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal 
flesh. 

b) 2 Cor 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward 
man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for 
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 

3. Our conduct matters, the way we carry ourselves, what we say, what we do – 
how we treat others – we don’t exist for ourselves – we are here to stand in direct 
contrast to the darkness in this world, not to add to it  

 
a) Phil 2:14 Do all things without complaining and disputing,15 that you 

may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault 
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world,  

 
III. THE ROAD TO DEVOTION 

A. Why did Mary do what she did? 

1. Why did she push through the crowds and anoint Jesus with costly perfume? 
She didn’t ask to talk to Jesus privately. She didn’t run her idea past the disciples 

 



2. You almost get the sense that she was watching the scene unfold and she just 
couldn’t help herself any longer 

3. Why did she do it? Because Jesus was worth it!  
a) What happened that day could not have happened without genuine 

adoration and affection 
b) Can we describe our relationship with Jesus in that way? Do our lives 

reflect that Jesus is worth it? Worth what? Worth it all!  
B. When we adore Jesus, we are uniquely in tune with His will. We hang on His every 

word. 

1. Her adoration for Jesus made her aware of His purpose. She knew when He said 
He was going to die He meant He was going to die 
a) Jesus said in John 10 - My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and 

they follow me. 
2. As we have seen in our study of Judges, there is something that gets in the way 

of our affection and devotion to Jesus – lesser affections – lesser pursuits – 
lesser gods – idols as scripture refers to them – something or someone we give 
final authority to apart from God 

C. But when His disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this waste? For this 
fragrant oil might have been sold for much and given to the poor.” 

1. John 12:4 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would 
betray Him, said, 5 “Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred 
denarii and given to the poor?” 
a) It is possible that Judas just said out loud what the other disciples were 

thinking. None of them were rushing to prepare Jesus for His death 
2. That seems reasonable – was it really that important to pour it on Jesus’s head. 

That kind of money could have done a lot of practical good.  
3. Then we get a little insight into Judas’s motivation - This he said, not that he 

cared for the poor, but because he was a thief, and had the money box; and he 
used to take what was put in it. 

4. Jesus answers, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a good work 
for Me. For you have the poor with you always, but Me you do not have always. 

IV. TRUE JUSTICE 

A. What did Jesus mean by that statement? The poor you will always have with you 

1. Did Jesus not care about the poor? Of course He did. Be He also knew a desire 
for justice without devotion to Him wasn’t true justice at all.  

2. As David Platt once said – Selfless love springs from supreme love for God.  
a) True selfless love that fights against injustice, that gives a voice to the 

voiceless, that stands in the gap for the marginalized and forgotten in our 
society only comes from a supreme love for God 

b) Everything else is hypocrisy – it’s taking up a cause to appear righteous, 
to appear virtuous and noble, but our hidden motives are sinful 

B. David Platt gives us an eye-opening example of this 

1. One popular cause amongst college students today is the fight against sex 
trafficking – a worthy cause to say the least 

2. But the horrible hypocrisy of it all is that 80% of male Christian college students 
admit to viewing pornography in the last year, and 60% admit to watching it on a 
regular basis – secular universities – 90% 



3. Most experts agree that pornography is the primary driver behind sex trafficking 
a) We want positive public perception without personal purity – that is not 

true justice 
b) It’s easy to stand for something that costs us very little 
c) We can loudly voice our support for protecting the lives of the unborn 

without considering the thousands of children in orphanages and foster 
care 
(1) Any cry for justice, any cause, has to start with the cause of Christ 
(2) A cause that Paul describes in Romans 1 when he writes “I am not 

ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings 
salvation to everyone who believes” 

4. Without a deep affection for Jesus, our concern for our fellow man will only be 
superficial 
a) But to truly love Jesus is to share the heart of Jesus – to endure hardship 

and hostility for the sake of Christ, to pay whatever the price to see the 
message of the gospel spread  

5. There is a time for helping the poor, there is a time for outreach, but first must 
come worship.  
a) As we pour out our affection for Jesus, He will pour into us a self sacrificial 

love for others that cannot be manufactured apart for Him  
b) I’m confident that Mary did far more to help the poor then Judas ever did.  

 
Matt 26:14 Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, 
“What are you willing to give me if I deliver Him to you?” And they counted out to him thirty 
pieces of silver. 16 So from that time he sought opportunity to betray Him. 
 
V. THE BETRAYAL 

A. Judas had missed out on a large sum of money from the perfume, so he tries to cover 
his loses 

1. He doesn’t want to go away empty handed so went to the chief priest and asked 
them, “what is Jesus worth to you?” 

2. They replied “the price of a slave” – 30 pieces of silver. “If that’s what He’s worth 
to you, then that’s what He’s worth to me.” 

3. Jesus had always been just a means to an end for Judas. He didn’t love Jesus, 
he saw Jesus as an opportunity to get what he truly loved. 
a) Seeing that his time with Jesus was coming to an end, he wanted to get 

that last bit of money out of him. So he betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of 
silver 

B. Where do we find ourselves? 

1. Do we have the costly devotion of Mary rooted in deep affection for Jesus? 
2. Do we have the superficial devotion of Judas, feigning affection for Jesus as a 

means to obtain what we truly adore? 
3. Or do we have the outright hostility of the Jewish leaders, who despise Jesus 

and His message? 
C. “Why don’t you talk more about this cause or that cause?” Our time is best spent stirring 

up our affection for Jesus through His word 

 



1. Martin Luther wrote “To gather with God’s people in united adoration of the 
Father is as necessary to the Christian life as prayer 

2. Adoration drives obedience. As J.I. Packer once said “The Life of true holiness is 
rooted in the soil of awed adoration.” 

3. A love for Jesus above all else is what stands in stark contrast to the wickedness 
of this world. 
a) Let that be the question on our minds. How can we grow in our affection 

for Jesus and stir up affection for Him others? 
 


