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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 
 

A LIFE OF READINESS 
MATTHEW 24:36-51 

I. INTRODUCTION (1/30 NT VERSES – REFER TO THE SECOND COMING) 

A. Are you a prepper? Readiness - the state of being fully prepared, willingness to do 
something, ready to respond 

1. Matthew 24 and 25 can be summed up in two words – Be Ready 
2. Jesus has been spending the last few hours before His betrayal answering two 

questions that His disciples asked Him 
a) These questions were a response to the shocking statement Jesus made 

as He left the temple. Jesus said “Do you not see all these things? 
Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall be left here upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down.” 

b) The disciples said “Tell us, when will these things be? And what will be the 
sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 
(1) When will You return and how will we know Your coming? What will 

be the signs? What should we be looking for? 
(2) In their mind, the Jesus had come to Jerusalem to establish His 

Kingdom immediately  
(3) Luke 19:11 Now as they heard these things, He spoke another 

parable, because He was near Jerusalem and because they 
thought the kingdom of God would appear immediately. 

B. Jesus begins to explain to His disciples an event that we know as His Second Coming 

1. The Second Coming of Christ – helpful to understand His return not simply as a 
singular event but a series of events  

2. A series of events that begins with the rapture of His church  
a) 1 Thes 4:15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we 

who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no 
means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with 
these words. 

b) 1 Cor 15:51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed—52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  

C. Marks the beginning of the 7 Year Tribulation 

 



1. Signs that Jesus described in verses 4 – 28 – false Christs and false prophets, 
wars and rumors of wars, famines, pestilences, earthquakes in various places, all 
these are just the beginning of sorrows 

2. Halfway into the 7 year tribulation period Jesus spoke of an event called the 
abomination of desolation 
a) Paul wrote to the early church, a church that believed they had missed the 

rapture - 2 Thes 2:1 Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we ask you, 
2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by 
word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had 
come. 3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not 
come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is 
revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself 
above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as 
God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 5 Do you 
not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? 
6 And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in 
his own time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; 
only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. 
8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will 
consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the 
brightness of His coming. 

b) You have not missed the rapture, you are not in the middle of the 
tribulation because you are still here, the Spirit is still holding back evil, 
and the man of lawlessness has not been revealed 

D. After the abomination of desolation – after the antichrist establishes himself in the 
temple to be worshipped then the birth pains that Jesus described become more 
frequent and intense  

1. The earth has been groaning in pain – Romans 8:22 For we know that the 
whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now – as 
the time of Christ’s return draws closer the intensity and frequency of these 
events will increase 

2. We know from the book of Daniel and from the book of Revelation – specifically 
Revelation 13:4 So they worshiped the dragon who gave authority to the 
beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast? Who 
is able to make war with him?” 5 And he was given a mouth speaking great 
things and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for forty-
two months. 

E. After that 3 ½ year period Jesus will return with His church in power and glory and set 
up His everlasting Kingdom  

1. Matt 24:29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then the sign of 
the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth 
will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. 

2. This is Jesus’ answer to the question when and how. The church will be raptured, 
the 7 year tribulation period will begin, 3 ½ years in the antichrist will establish 
himself in the temple for another 3 ½ years and then Christ will return 



3. Seems pretty straight forward. The only question left is, when is Jesus going to 
come for His church? 

 
II. BUT OF THAT DAY AND HOUR NO ONE KNOWS 

Mat 24:36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My 
Father only.  
 

A. Jesus seems to completely change directions here 

1. He spent the first 35 verses explaining the obvious signs of His return – couple 
that with Dan 12:11 NKJV - 11 "And from the time [that] the daily [sacrifice] 
is taken away, and the abomination of desolation is set up, [there shall be] 
one thousand two hundred and ninety days. And the dates we see in 
Revelation it seems that the time of Jesus’ return is knowable 
a) And then He says – of that day and hour no one knows – not even the 

angels of heaven – Mark’s gospel includes “not even the Son of Man” 
b) Two seemingly conflicting truths 

2. Remember Jesus is speaking of the fullness of His return – everything from the 
rapture of the church to His official Second Coming and the establishment of His 
Kingdom, and He returns to that original question – when? 
a) But of that day and hour no one knows – a phrase that is repeated 

throughout the remainder of this chapter and the next  
 
37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in the 
days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and did not know until the flood came and took them all 
away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be.  
 

B. Jesus compares the time leading up to His Second Coming to the times of Noah 

1. The story of Noah – Gen 6:5 Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every intent[d] of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually. 6 And the Lord was sorry that He had made man 
on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 7 So the Lord said, “I will 
destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and 
beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made 
them.” 8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. 

2. Gen 6:13 And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, 
for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy 
them with the earth. 14 Make yourself an ark… 

3. Noah wasn’t just an Ark builder – 2 Peter 2:5 (God) did not spare the ancient 
world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness, 
bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly; 

4. Before the flood – eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day that Noah entered the ark 
a) Life as normal with no knowledge or understanding or concern of what 

was to come 
b) There is nothing inherently wrong with any of those things, but they were 

the only things 
 



c) People were ignoring the reality of what was to come. They were not 
interested in the truth, so they were simply living in the moment 

5. It took Noah 120 years to build that Ark and it is pretty safe to assume that he 
was preaching repentance that entire time 

 
a) That is exactly what we see today. People going about their daily lives 

completely blind to the tsunami of God’s wrath that will be poured out on 
unrighteousness 

b) That is not popular language today – but it is Biblical language – but God 
has made a way of escape, we have our Ark in the person of Christ. The 
entire family of God will be saved. 

c) For those who choose to ignore the truth and carry on with life with no 
consideration for who God is or what He desires – “they did not know until 
the flood came and took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son 
of Man be.” 

 
40 Then two men will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be 
grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left. 42 Watch therefore, for you do not 
know what hour your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had 
known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his house to 
be broken into. 44 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you 
do not expect. 
 

C. There’s some disagreement with this text – due to its connection with Noah and the 
flood, some believe “taken” means taken away for judgement 

1. The problem with that is the Greek word used here for taken means to receive 
someone or to bring someone with you 
a) Matthew 1 – Joseph took to him his wife, Matt 2 – Joseph took the young 

child and His mother and departed for Egypt, Matt 17 – Jesus took Peter, 
James, and John, up on a high mountain – Matt 20 Jesus took the 
disciples aside… 

2. The connection with the flood here isn’t in the destruction but the sudden and 
unexpected nature of this event 
a) 1 Cor - in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye 
b) 1 Thes 5:1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you 

have no need that I should write to you. 2 For you yourselves know 
perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 
3 For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction 
comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they 
shall not escape. 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that 
this Day should overtake you as a thief. 5 You are all sons of light 
and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 
6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be 
sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get 
drunk are drunk at night. 8 But let us who are of the day be sober, 
putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope 
of salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that 
whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him. 

 



3. The message Jesus shares with His disciples and Paul shares with the church is 
be ready – don’t live like the world, going about your day to day lives as if you 
don’t know what the future holds 

D. Watch – verb used by both Jesus and Paul 

1. You can watch a tv show and not really watch a tv show, you can watch your 
daughter’s school play and not really watch your daughter’s school play, you can 
watch a safety training video at work and not really watch a safety training video 

2. We can have the reality of Christ’s return in the back of our mind not really be 
watching for it. That is not how we are no live. Everything we say and do should 
be done with that moment in sight. 

3. Playing baseball, there is a lot going on but what is the one thing they tell you – 
keep your eye on the ball. Real Estate – location, location, location. Rule for 
investing – diversify your investments. The most important thing for cooking – a 
good knife.  

4. The reality of Christ’s imminent return must remain at the forefront of our minds – 
we cannot lose sight of it if we want to make the most of our time here on earth 
a) Paul’s closing to his 1st letter to the church in Corinth – 1 Cor 

16:13 Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. 14 Let all 
that you do be done with love. 

b) Rev 16:15 “Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who 
watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see 
his shame.” 

5. Starts with salvation – but continues in a constant state of anticipation  - A.W. 
Tozer wrote – “The evangelical church has come through a period when nearly 
everyone has believed that there is just one prerequisite to readiness—being 
born again. We have made being born again almost like receiving a pass to a 
special event; when Jesus returns we whip out the pass to prove our readiness. 
Frankly, I do not think it will be like that. I do not believe that all professed 
believers are automatically ready to meet the Lord. Our Savior Himself was 
joined by Peter, John, and Paul in warning and pleading that we should live, 
watch, and pray so to be ready for Jesus’ coming.” 

E. This may be exactly why God has withheld the time of Jesus’ return 

1. Human nature would procrastinate - Julius Caesar’s policy never to tell his 
soldiers of any set time of removal, that he might ever have them at the ready – 
he understood human nature 

2. If we are honest with ourselves, even without knowing the time of Christ return, 
we live as if His return is far off  

 
45 “Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made ruler over his household, 
to give them food in due season? 46 Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he 
comes, will find so doing. 47 Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all his 
goods. 48 But if that evil servant says in his heart, ‘My master is delaying his coming,’ 49 and 
begins to beat his fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunkards, 50 the master of 
that servant will come on a day when he is not looking for him and at an hour that he is not 
aware of, 51 and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites. There 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 



III. FAITHFUL AND WISE 

A. Who is faithful and wise? Who is given authority in the household? 

1. The one who is already doing the work when the master returns. When he 
comes, will find so doing.  

2. There’s this mindset “once I get a real job, once I start my career, then I’ll put real 
effort into it” – like work ethic is just a switch we turn on. What we are really doing 
is training ourselves to give less than our best 

3. I’ll live for Jesus when I get older, I live for Him when I’m done with school, I’ll live 
for Him when I retire. We are not guaranteed that time.  

 
B. If we are not living lives of worship and service now what makes us think we are 

prepared for it in heaven  

1. Tozer - I can safely say on the authority of all that is revealed in the Word of God 
that any man or woman on this earth who is bored and turned off by worship is 
not ready for heaven! …. nowadays, there is a deadly, automatic quality about 
getting saved. This bothers me greatly: “Sinner, just put a nickel’s worth of faith in 
the slot, pull down the lever, and take out the little card of salvation.” Tuck it in 
your wallet and off you go—a justified believer! But really, my brother or sister, 
we are brought to God and to faith and to salvation that we might worship. We do 
not come to God that we might be automatic Christians stamped out with a dye! 
God has provided His salvation that we might be individually and personally 
vibrant children of God, loving God with all our heart and worshiping Him in the 
beauty of holiness! 

2. Being ready isn’t simply waiting until heaven to be completely surrendered or 
waiting to be in the presence of Jesus to fully worship – it’s taking advantage of 
the time we have been given in this life to get ready for what is in store for us in 
the next 


