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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 
 

EVERY EYE WILL SEE 
MATTHEW 24:27-35 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Passion Week 

1. A conversation between Jesus and His disciples on the Mount Olives concerning 
His return 
a) An event we all know as the Second Coming of Christ 
b) The moment Jesus returns to earth, reclaims His title deed to the earth, 

and sets up His everlasting Kingdom, and takes His rightful place as King 
over all of creation (not to be confused with the rapture) 

B. The events leading up to this conversation 

1. Passion week – the week leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus 
2. At the beginning of the week Jesus made His triumphant entry into Jerusalem 

during the feast of the Passover on a colt – finally accepting the praises of the 
people who cried out “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the Highest!” 

3. The following day Jesus entered the temple and saw that it looked more like a 
flea market then a house a prayer, and He drove out the merchants – flipping a 
few tables in the process 

4. Now that the temple has been cleansed, He began to preach with power and 
authority 
a) Pharisees and Sadducees – feeling marginalized – saw this as opportunity 

to trap Jesus in His words – they sent one representative after another to 
try to find something to accuse Jesus of – they asked Him about taxes, the 
resurrection, which is the greatest commandment, but their hearts were 
exposed with every answer that Jesus gave – so much so that “no one 
was able to answer Him a word, nor from that day on did anyone dare 
question Him anymore.” 

C. And that lead us to Jesus’ last public sermon  

1. A sermon in which Jesus gave a scathing rebuke of the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees and the false religion they had set up to exploit the people for their 
own personal gain 

2. Jesus pronounced seven woes on them or seven curses – calling them 
hypocrites, and sons of hell, blind guides, full of extortion and self-indulgence, 
shutting up the Kingdom of Heaven – standing in the way of salvation 

 



3. As Jesus is walking out of the temple, He leaves them with these words – Matt 
23:37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones 
those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not 
willing! 38 See! Your house is left to you desolate; 39 for I say to you, you 
shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of 
the Lord!’ 

II. THE OLIVET DISCOURSE 

A. In our study last week – Jesus left the temple with His disciples – which is a significant 
event in and of itself – and as they are leaving, the disciples do something odd 

1. They point out the beauty of the temple to Jesus – look at the stones and 
decorations 

2. I wonder if this was the disciples’ way of holding on to just one last piece of their 
religious system – the temple was everything to them - Jesus had run out the 
merchants, He had rebuked the religious leaders – maybe they thought “at least 
the structure is nice, right Jesus?” 

3. Jesus replied “even that will be destroyed, not one stone will remain on another” 
B. When Jesus left the temple for the final time and told the Pharisees “you shall see Me 

no more till you say “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord” – this was the 
fulfillment of what was only hinted at in the Old Testament 

1. 1st Samuel – the prophet Eli had two evil sons, Hophni and Phinehas, who 
exploited the people for their own personal gain 

2. In the middle of one Israel’s battles with the Philistines, they were losing badly – 
they had the bright idea of bringing the Ark of the Covenant into battle – well the 
Philistines slaughtered the Israelites including Hophni and Phinehas 

3. When word made it back to Phinehas’ pregnant wife that her husband had died 
and the Ark had been stolen she went into labor and gave birth and we read in 1 
Sam 4:21 Then she named the child Ichabod, saying, “The glory has 
departed from Israel!” because the ark of God had been captured and 
because of her father-in-law and her husband. 22 And she said, “The glory 
has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured.” 
a) Heb 1:1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time 

past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken 
to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through 
whom also He made the worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His 
glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things 
by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become 
so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a 
more excellent name than they. 

C. There is nothing more wonderful than the presence of God 

1. Where He is present there is life and growth and truth – there is acceptance and 
forgiveness and safety – there is peace and rest 

2. Throughout scripture we see His deep desire is to dwell in the midst of His 
people – but the story of mankind is a story of rejection – pushing Him out – 
pushing Him out of our homes and schools and churches and lives 

3. We have seen what society looks like absent of God’s presence – cold is the 
absence of heat, darkness is the absence of light, and evil is the absence of God 



4. When Jesus walked out of that temple, the glory of God physically departed – 
where God is absent there is destruction and death 

III. TELL US WHEN 

A. Tell us, when? How will you know you have returned? 

1. The disciples were still locked into this idea that Jesus was going to usher in His 
Kingdom immediately – He would over through Rome by Saturday and they 
would all take their rightful places next to Him as rulers 

2. That thinking carried over to Jesus’ ascension into Heaven – Acts 1 – after Jesus 
was taken up in a cloud they all just stood there staring at the sky – two angels 
had to show up and ask “what are you doing? Why do you stand gazing up into 
heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come 
in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” 

B. That question is what lead us into the longest answer to any question Jesus had been 
asked. I don’t know if the disciples were prepared for what Jesus had to say. 

1. Jesus explains the events that would lead up to His return (7 years of tribulation) 
and the end of the present age marking the beginning of His eternal Kingdom 

2. Ended last week with - Matthew 24:23 “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, 
here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. 24 For false christs and 
false prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if 
possible, even the elect. 25 See, I have told you beforehand.26 “Therefore if 
they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in 
the inner rooms!’ do not believe it. 

 
Matth 24:27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the 
coming of the Son of Man be. 28 For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will be gathered 
together. 29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will 
be shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of 
the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory. 31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 
 

C. Jesus says my return will be unmistakable and it will be immediately following the 7 
years of tribulation He just described 

1. His return will be like lightning that flashes across the sky and it will be witnessed 
by everyone 
a) Where there are eagles - vultures - meat eating birds - there is a carcass  

- it is obvious why they are there – so will my return be obvious 
b) Why the vivid word picture? – what is Jesus coming to do? To consume 

death – to put a final end to the rampant sin and corruption of this world – 
that is why God is so often referred of as a consuming fire 

2. Compare that power to the power of these false christs (messiahs) and false 
prophets that will appear in the middle of nowhere or in secret rooms – to avoid 
closer inspection 
a) Many false christs and false prophets have come – and they are able to 

perform great signs and wonders – but their power is nothing compared to 
the power of God’s Spirit 

 



b) They may be able to stretch a leg, but they can’t transform a life 
c) We are so easily impressed by worldly power. Power that is nothing 

compared to the power of Christ. See that in who and what we worship. 
What impresses us. 

d) Celebrities, sport stars, wealth, pastors who peddle prophecies and 
healings – The power of God stands alone – it doesn’t hide in closets or 
out in the wilderness – when Jesus returns it will be known to all and no 
one will be able to deny His has come 

3. Why will there mourning? Rev 1:7 Behold, He is coming with clouds, and 
every eye will see Him, even they who pierced Him. And all the tribes of the 
earth will mourn because of Him. Even so, Amen. 

 
IV. THE PARABLE OF THE FIG TREE 

A. Jesus has answered the disciples second question first. How will we know you have 
returned?  

1. Now He is going to answer their first question. When? So Jesus turns to the fig 
tree, something that would have been all around them, to explain the time of His 
return 

 
32 “Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender and 
puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 So you also, when you see all these 
things, know that it is near—at the doors! 34 Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no 
means pass away till all these things take place. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My 
words will by no means pass away. 
 

B. This presents an obvious question – was Jesus saying His disciples would see His 
second coming?  

1. You can understand why some have developed a theology that Jesus’ second 
coming has already taken place. He has been talking to them this entire time as if 
they would be present for all of this – you shall hear of wars and rumors of wars, 
they will deliver you up to be killed, you will see the abomination of desolation 

2. But look at how God spoke through the prophets – in Isaiah 33:17 Your eyes 
will see the King in His beauty, they will see the land that is far off.  
a) That same verbiage continues throughout the chapter even though that 

generation would not physically see Jesus 
b) Zech 9 – the people are told to Rejoice and shout! Behold, your King is 

coming to you; He is just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a 
donkey, 

3. God would often share of a future event that wouldn’t take place in that 
generation’s lifetime – the “you” is directed at those who would be alive to 
witness it 

C. The parable is pretty plain – we have Chinese elms out front – when know that when we 
start to see green on them, Spring is right around the corner – it is obvious 

1. When all these things I have spoken of have come to pass – all the birth pains – 
my return is at the door – as Luke records it in his gospel - “So also when you 
see these things come to pass, know that the kingdom of God is near at hand.” 

 



2. Then the obvious question - this generation will by no means pass away till all 
these things take place – what generation? 

 
a) Matt 16:4 A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and 

no sign shall be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.” 
And He left them and departed. 

b) Phil 2:14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that 
you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without 
fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of 
life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in 
vain or labored in vain. 
(1) Has that wicked and adulterous unbelieving generation come to an 

end? Has that crooked and perverse generation come to an end? 
3. Jesus has been explaining the end of one age and the beginning of a new age – 

that old generation must experience everything He has spoken of including His 
judgement before it passes away 

V. CLOSING AND COMMUNION  

36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. 
37 But as the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in the 
days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and did not know until the flood came and took them all 
away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 Then two men will be in the field: one 
will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be grinding at the mill: one will be taken 
and the other left. 42 Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. 
43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, 
he would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 44 Therefore you also be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 
 

A. Jesus just spent all that time explaining when to expect His second coming and then He 
says, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you don’t expect 

1. Have you ever struggled with that? On one hand we are given all the signs 
leading up to the second coming of Christ, on the other hand we are told that no 
one knows the day nor the hour – the Lord will come like a thief in the night – 
people will be taken away in a moment – how can this be?  

2. That opens the door to a very interesting discussion that we will have to save for 
next week 

B. Communion  

1 Cor 11:23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus 
on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He 
broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance 
of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as 
often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes. 
 
 


