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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS  
 

THE WIDOW’S MITE IS NOT ABOUT MONEY 
MARK 12: 41-44 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In this study we will be talking a look at the widow in Mark 12:42, but before we do, we 
need to back up a little for context. 

1. Mark 12:38–40 (NKJV) — 38 Then He said to them in His teaching, “Beware 
of the scribes, who desire to go around in long robes, love greetings in the 
marketplaces, 39 the best seats in the synagogues, and the best places at 
feasts, 40 who devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long 
prayers. These will receive greater condemnation.”  
a) The backdrop here is Jesus teaching in the temple and in these verses, 

He is teaching “who” and “what” – not to be like. 
(1) In essence, He is saying, “Don’t let your pride and ego turn you into 

nothing more than an “actor”. 
b) Before I move on, I would like to point out that if Jesus hadn’t wanted this 

to sting a little, He wouldn’t have picked the temple to say it in. 
(1) He knew his audience and He knew what they needed to hear. 

(a) OK let’s take a look at our text for this teaching. 
 
II. MARK 12:41–44 (NKJV) — 41 NOW JESUS SAT OPPOSITE THE TREASURY AND SAW 

HOW THE PEOPLE PUT MONEY INTO THE TREASURY. AND MANY WHO WERE RICH 
PUT IN MUCH. 42 THEN ONE POOR WIDOW CAME AND THREW IN TWO MITES, WHICH 
MAKE A QUADRANS. 43 SO HE CALLED HIS DISCIPLES TO HIMSELF AND SAID TO 
THEM, “ASSUREDLY, I SAY TO YOU THAT THIS POOR WIDOW HAS PUT IN MORE 
THAN ALL THOSE WHO HAVE GIVEN TO THE TREASURY; 44 FOR THEY ALL PUT IN 
OUT OF THEIR ABUNDANCE, BUT SHE OUT OF HER POVERTY PUT IN ALL THAT SHE 
HAD, HER WHOLE LIVELIHOOD.”  

A. For those of you who may not be familiar with Calvary Chapel’s or maybe this is your 
first time here or listening online. 

1. We do not specifically pull out scriptures to try and twist people’s arm to give 
money to the church. 
a) But we would be remiss to NOT teach the verses that deal with such 

matters when they do come up. 
b) As most of you know we have been chronologically teaching through the 

Gospels and this is where the Lord has us. 
(1) So this must be for all of us. 

 
B. 41 Now Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the people put money into 

the treasury.  

1. Let me try to paint a picture here:  



a) In Herod's temple the name "treasury" was specially given to the "court of 
the women" (see TEMPLE, HEROD'S), where were 13 trumpet-shaped 
boxes for the reception of the offerings of the worshippers. It was here that 
Jesus saw the poor widow cast in her two mites (Mark 12:41; Luke 21:1-
4), and the court is expressly named the "treasury" in John 8:20 - 
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/treasury-of-temple/ 

 

 
 
 

 
 

b) It does not appear that there was a separate building so called. The name 
was given to the thirteen brazen chests, called “trumpets,” from the form of 
the opening into which the offerings of the temple worshippers were put. 
These stood in the outer “court of the women.” 1 

 
1 Easton, M. G. (1893). In Easton’s Bible dictionary. New York: Harper & Brothers. 



c) Edersheim - Court of the Women. The Court of the Women obtained its 
name, not from its appropriation to the exclusive use of women, but 
because they were not allowed to proceed farther, except for sacrificial 
purposes. Indeed, this was probably the common place for worship, the 
females occupying, according to Jewish tradition, only a raised gallery 
along three sides of the court. This court covered a space upwards of 200 
feet square. All around ran a simple colonnade, and within it, against the 
wall, the thirteen chests, or 'trumpets,' for charitable contributions were 
placed. 

d) We are told that Jesus sat opposite the treasury, but we are not given 
the exact spot. 
(1) But wherever He was seated, He could see “how” the people put 

money into the treasury. 
(a) I find that very interesting!  He didn’t just see them put their 

money in the trumpets, He saw “HOW” they did it! 
(i) He saw the motives and the heart of the givers. 

2. 41…And many who were rich put in much. 
a) This makes sense doesn’t it?  Those who have much would be able to 

give more than those who have very little to give. 
(1) But that is not really the point that Jesus is trying to make here. 

3. 42 Then one poor widow came and threw in two mites, which make a 
quadrans. 
a)  That would mean 2 or 3 penny’s for us! 

4. 43 So He called His disciples to Himself and said to them, “Assuredly, I say 
to you that this poor widow has put in more than all those who have given 
to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of 
her poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood.” 
a) Keep in mind this is not a parable.  This really happened! 
b) This also come right after teaching his disciples to NOT be like the scribes 

because they were simply “actors” – pretending to be righteous, but were 
full of pride and arrogance. 

c) We have heard this story so many times that it can lose “depth”! 
(1) She obviously didn’t put in more than all those who have given 

to the treasury physically but Jesus was looking at something 
else. 

(2) Let’s face it, it is much easier to trust God when we don’t need Him! 
(a) It is easier to give when we know that we will have a lot left 

over. 
(b) For instance – many people donate blood.  That donation or 

draw is limited to 1-pint. 
(i) That leaves us between 8-11 pints and it takes time to 

recover before we can donate again. 
(ii) But how many would give all the blood that they had? 

 
This reminds me of a story:  At a Wednesday evening church meeting a very wealthy man rose to 
give his testimony. "I'm a millionaire," he said, "and I attribute it all to the rich blessings of God in my 
life. I can still remember the turning point in my faith, like it was yesterday: I had just earned my first 
dollar and I went to a church meeting that night. The speaker was a missionary who told about his 
work. I knew that I only had a dollar bill and had to either give it all to God's work or nothing at all. So 
at that moment I decided to give my whole dollar to God. I believe that God blessed that decision, and 
that is why I am a rich man today." As he finished it was clear that everyone had been moved by this 



man's story. But, as he took his seat, a little old lady sitting in the same pew leaned over and said: 
"Wonderful story! I dare you to do it again!" 
 

(c) The rich had given and they had given a lot! And no doubt, 
from a physical perspective it would buy a lot of things that 
were needed in the Temple. 

(d) But they gave without a pure heart.  They gave to look good. 
And other scriptures tell us that they would often make a 
spectacle out of it when they did give. 

(e) But this poor widow, she out of her poverty put in all that 
she had, her whole livelihood. 
(i) She was a widow, she had no husband to help take 

care of her and her household,  
(a) Many would have told her, “Hang on to what 

you have, you are going to need it!” 
(b) But she put her faith – not in her money - but in 

her Savior! 
 
III. CONCLUSION 

A. Please don’t misunderstand the lesson Jesus is trying to teach His disciples. 

1. The lesson is really not about money!  It is about the heart. 
2. It is really not about how much money each gave.  It is about how much of our 

heart we have given to Jesus. 
3. It is about trust and love and dependence on Jesus to take care of us. 
4. Please, please, please, do not use this as a “formula”. 

a) Just give Jesus all of your heart and let Him take care of the rest. 
 

B. Matthew 6:19–34 (NKJV) — 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. 22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is 
good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole 
body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how 
great is that darkness! 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 25 “Therefore I say to you, do not 
worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your 
body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than 
clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather 
into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than 
they? 27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 28 “So why 
do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they 
neither toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, 
which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more 
clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall 
we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these 
things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 



things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added to you. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.  

1. This is the lesson and it appears that this sweet widow understood it very well! 


