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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 
 

ALL SHOW, NO SUBSTANCE 
MARK 11:11-24 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. I’m really excited about the section of scripture before us because it’s a great lesson on 
how to study the Bible 

1. The average Christian approaches the Bible like an inspirational calendar, 
flipping to the next day looking for that inspirational kick to start the day 
a) A verse that gives us a positive jolt like our morning cup of coffee 
b) Skipping over of the Old Testament law and Lamentations and the 

prophets because, to be honest, their kind of depressing – don’t even 
mention the genealogies  

2. Reducing the Bible down to a collection of inspirational anecdotes is not only 
misguided, it is actually dangerous 

B. Amazing thing about scripture that sets it apart from every other “holy” book   

1. A collection of 66 individual books, written by 40 different authors, over more 
than 1500 years, in vastly different historical contexts, using multiple literary 
genres    
a) Yet we find one unified story – God saves sinners.  

2. A working knowledge of the complete Biblical narrative is so vitally important. No 
one would expect to open a novel to a random page an expect to understand the 
plot and the characters, yet we often treat the Bible that way 

3. I’m not saying we need to have to have entire Bible memorized or we have to 
always read it in chronological order, but it is important to know the overarching 
storyline and the reoccurring themes that appear in scripture 
a) The primary theme being rescue and redemption 
b) Without this understanding it will be easy to misinterpret what we read 

C. Last study – Jesus triumphant entry into Jerusalem  

1. His coronation – a humble yet significant event in which His show of power 
wasn’t through a display of wealth or military strength but through a casual act of 
omniscience 

2. Now all eyes are on Him. What will Jesus do now that He has reached 
Jerusalem. How will He set the people free? 

 
Mark 11:11 And Jesus went into Jerusalem and into the temple. So when He had looked 
around at all things, as the hour was already late, He went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
  
II.   OUT OF CONTEXT 

A. That’s a little anticlimactic isn’t it? 

 



1. The Messiah, the rightful king enters Jerusalem. The deliverer that the Jews had 
been waiting for, for thousands of years, has arrived. The one who just raised a 
man from the dead, who had been dead for four days! What is He going to do 
now?  

2. He enters the temple, looks around, and then retires to the town of Bethany a few 
miles away and goes to sleep 
a) What exactly was Jesus looking for? Keep that question at the back of 

your mind as we continue our study 
 
Mark 11:12 Now the next day, when they had come out from Bethany, He was hungry. 13 And 
seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves, He went to see if perhaps He would find something 
on it. When He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14 In 
response Jesus said to it, “Let no one eat fruit from you ever again.” And His disciples heard 
it. 15 So they came to Jerusalem. Then Jesus went into the temple and began to drive out 
those who bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers 
and the seats of those who sold doves. 16 And He would not allow anyone to carry wares 
through the temple. 17 Then He taught, saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’ ” 18 And the 
scribes and chief priests heard it and sought how they might destroy Him; for they feared Him, 
because all the people were astonished at His teaching. 19 When evening had come, He went 
out of the city. 20 Now in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from 
the roots. 21 And Peter, remembering, said to Him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You 
cursed has withered away.” 22 So Jesus answered and said to them, “Have faith in God. 
23 For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into 
the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, 
he will have whatever he says. 24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you 
pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them. 
 

B. This passage presents a lot of difficulties if it is removed from the context of the 
complete Biblical narrative 

1. Standing on its own, it seems to tell us that Jesus is petty and vindictive and 
prone to emotional outbursts 

2. But in light of the full counsel of God’s Word we see something very different.  
3. What takes place in these verses is out of character for Jesus 

a) Jesus cursing the fig tree is the only destructive miracle Jesus performs in 
all four of the gospels. Every other miracle Jesus performs is restorative or 
transformative.  

b) To assume that Jesus’ behavior in the temple is an uncontrolled emotional 
outburst is to ignore the fact that Jesus came to do His Father’s will – as 
He explains in John 6 

4. Without context, without an understanding of the overriding themes in scripture, 
we can form wrong ideas about the nature and character of Jesus – and in turn 
the nature and character of God 
a) So what do we have before us? If Jesus isn’t acting petty and vindictively 

and if what He did in the temple wasn’t reactionary but deliberate and well 
thought out, what do we make of these events that Mark ties together 
here? 

b) That is why I love this section of scripture; it teaches us how to study the 
Bible 

 
 



III.   JESUS IS LOOKING FOR FAITH 

A. What are our context clues? 

1. To figure out where we are going, we have to know where we have been. Right 
before Jesus entered Jerusalem on a colt, He looked out over the city and He 
wept. 
a) “If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things 

that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. For 
days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment 
around you, surround you and close you in on every side, and level you, 
and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you 
one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your 
visitation.” 

b) If you had any idea what I offer you today and what your future holds – I 
offer you peace with God before the day of your destruction but instead 
you shut your eyes to the truth.  

2. So, as we read in verse 11, He enters Jerusalem and goes into the temple, and 
He looks around, goes back to Bethany and goes to sleep 
a) And then the next day, Jesus travel backs to Jerusalem and as they 

approach the city Mark points out that Jesus was hungry 
B. The fig tree in the distance 

1. As Jesus draws close, we learn that the fig tree has many leaves but no fruit 
a) In response Jesus curses the tree and says “Let no one eat fruit from you 

again” 
b) Here’s the interesting part – we’re told it wasn’t the season for figs 

2. Jesus wasn’t upset with this tree – He is providing the disciples and all of us with 
a living parable that is tied directly to what happens next in the temple 

3. The fig tree and the vine are used throughout scripture as a reflection of Israel’s 
spiritual condition 
a) In Hosea 9:10 “I found Israel Like grapes in the wilderness; I saw 

your fathers As the firstfruits on the fig tree in its first season. But 
they went to Baal Peor, And separated themselves to that shame; 
They became an abomination like the thing they loved. 

b) In Micah 7:1-3 NIV What misery is mine! I am like one who gathers 
summer fruit at the gleaning of the vineyard; there is no cluster of 
grapes to eat, none of the early figs that I crave. The faithful have 
been swept from the land; not one upright person remains. Everyone 
lies in wait to shed blood; they hunt each other with nets. Both 
hands are skilled in doing evil; the ruler demands gifts, the judge 
accepts bribes, the powerful dictate what they desire—they all 
conspire together. 

C. Jesus comes into Jerusalem and into the temple the night before and looks around and 
the next day He returns to Jerusalem and He is hungry 

1. And what He finds is a fruitless fig tree, so He is left unsatisfied 
2. What was He looking for? What was He hungry for? What did He enter 

Jerusalem hoping to find?  
 



3. He had displayed His divine power through the resurrection of Lazarus, He had 
established Himself as the King of Kings during humble coronation, so as He 
enters Jerusalem He is looking for faith 
a) In John 4 Jesus had been traveling a great distance with His disciples 

encouraged Him to eat something and Jesus said to them, “My food is to 
do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.” 

b) 2 Chron 16:9 For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the 
whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart 
is loyal to Him. 

c) Luke 18 Jesus wonders out loud when He returns will He find faith on the 
earth 

4. That is what He is hungry for, that is what He desires, true saving faith. 
a) But when He enters the temple what does He find? A lot of activity but 

nothing of true spiritual significance 
IV. THE TEMPLE 

A. The nation of Israel had become a fig tree without fruit. A lot of religious activity but no 
spiritual significance, no power  

1. Jesus enters what is supposed the house of prayer and finds a den of thieves. 
He is looking for spiritual fruit and instead finds greed and exploitation. Men using 
the temple for their own personal gain. 

2. The temple was the central hub for Israel’s worship. The temple was a reflection 
of Israel’s spiritual condition. Throughout Israel’s history, as they went so did the 
temple 
a) It was the beating heart of Judaism – and it was obvious that Judaism had 

become corrupt 
B. Jesus enters into the center of Jewish religious life looking for faith, for prayerfulness, 

for spiritual fruit and is left hungry so He dramatically demostrates His displeasure 

1. That is the significance of this living breathing parable Jesus provides. He was 
hungry and found nothing but leaves on the fig tree. Nothing to satisfy Him.   

2. The next morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the 
roots. And Peter, remembering, said to Him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You 
cursed has withered away.” 
a) This is the culmination of the parable that we study back in Luke 13:6 He 

also spoke this parable: “A certain man had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. 7 Then he 
said to the keeper of his vineyard, ‘Look, for three years I have come 
seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none. Cut it down; why does 
it use up the ground?’ 8 But he answered and said to him, ‘Sir, let it 
alone this year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it. 9 And if it 
bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you can cut it down.’ ” 

b) Well, they have been given more time but that time has come to an end. 
And still all we have is leaves with no fruit. So it is time to cut it down 

C. Here’s the irony of it all 

1. The people thought Jesus had come as the King of Israel to attack Rome, but 
instead He had come as the King of Righteousness to attack their false religion 

2. Their false fruit. Their hypocrisy. Their white-washed tombs. Clean on the outside 
but full of dead men’s bones. 

 



V. THE FAITH TO MOVE MOUNTAINS 

A. Then Jesus takes us in an interesting direction. Peter is astonished at the rate that this 
fig tree withered away. 

1. What was once seemingly green and full of life was now barren and dead 
2. But Jesus doesn’t say “Yep, that’s the nation of Israel. The fig tree represents 

Israel’s spiritual condition and although they seem spiritually healthy on the 
outside, it is all just an act. So I cursed this tree to show you what superficial faith 
ultimately leads to.” 

3. Instead He takes things in a different direction – Mark 11:22 “Have faith in God. 
23 For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed 
and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that 
those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. 
24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe 
that you receive them, and you will have them. 
a) Sounds like Jesus becomes a “word/faith” preacher 

B. Again, a difficult passage if removed from the rest of scripture 

1. Moving mountains was a familiar phrase in rabbinic circles. It was used to 
describe accomplishing something that was incredible or seemingly impossible 

2. I find it extremely interesting that we take this scripture out of context to do 
exactly what Jesus warns us not to do! 
a) In a section of scripture where Jesus curses Israel for using God’s Word 

and God’s house of prayer for their own personal gain, we somehow find a 
way to do exactly the same thing 

b) If you believe and you speak it is yours! There’s power in your words! With 
enough faith you can do anything! 
(1) We’ve all seen the videos of pastors claiming victory over the 

coronavirus or claiming victory for Donald Trump. All of that is born 
out of this theology. As Christian’s we can speak things into 
existence, just as God spoke the universe into existence. 

(2) But how many mountains have you seen thrown in the sea? Is it 
because no one has had enough faith? 

(3) That’s the problem with this theology. What does it say about God 
when your declarations don’t come to pass? Either God lied or at 
best misunderstood scripture and at worst twisted scripture for our 
own personal gain 

C. Context - Jesus just talked about the impossible after His conversation with the rich 
young ruler 

1. Matt 19:23 NIV Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard 
for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, 
it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone 
who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 25 When the disciples heard this, 
they were greatly astonished and asked, “Who then can be saved?” 
26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible.” 

2. Remember it was a lack of faith that left Jesus unsatisfied and Israel condemned 



3. In Romans 11 Paul address the gentiles believers when he says 17 And if some 
of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were 
grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root 
and fatness of the olive tree, 18 do not boast against the branches. But if 
you do boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the root 
supports you. 

D. Have faith in God 

1. Have faith in God - not faith in our faith - or faith in a formula – not faith in a 
leader or faith in our methods 

2. The object of our faith matters! Our faith is only as strong as the object of our 
faith. 
a) True saving faith will move the mountain of sin that is crushing us and 

casts it as far as the east is from the west 
E. But pastor, it is more than salvation – “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask 

when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.” 

1. Indeed - The misapplication of this verse is a perfect example of the false faith 
Jesus has been exposing throughout His time on earth. The leaves without fruit. 
Religion as a means to an end. 

2. It’s interesting that the signs and wonders often coincide with our selfish desires. 
3. There has been so much harm done by this incorrect application of God’s Word = 

“The reason that you haven’t been healed, the reason that this hasn’t happened, 
is all because you don’t have enough faith!” 
a) In a few chapters we see exactly what Jesus is communicating here – in 

Mark 14:35 Jesus went a little farther, and fell on the ground, and 
prayed that if it were possible, the hour might pass from Him. 36 And 
He said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this cup 
away from Me; nevertheless, not what I will, but what You will.” 

b) In those verses it is only the sovereign purpose of God that restricts the 
answer of the prayer of Christ. – Alister Begg - It is not because he didn’t 
“believe enough” to make it happen. 

c) “When prayer is the source of faith’s power and the means of its strength, 
God’s sovereignty is its only restriction.” William Lane 

d) Jesus’ example in prayer - Total confidence in God’s power, complete 
submission to God’s will 

F. Jesus is explaining to His disciples what is available to them. He’s encouraging his 
disciples to trust God with all that they need for doing God’s work. 

1. Anything we ask in His name, in His will. It is God’s will to save sinners. For the 
Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost 

2. Saving faith pleads “Lord forgive me of my sins” and knows that God is willing 
and able to answer that prayer. It is His greatest desire to answer that prayer. 

 

 


