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LUKE 18:01-14 
PRAY WITHOUT CEASING 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Last week, we talked about doing our best to not worry and to leave things in the Lord’s 
hands. 

1. We talked briefly about even being careful about trying to predict when the Lord 
may return and concluded that since Jesus and even the angels to do know – 
that no matter how much we study this issue – it would simple be a guess. 
a) And we ended our study with Matthew 6:34 (NKJV) — 34 Therefore do 

not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own 
things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.  
 

B. Today in our study, Jesus continues with a couple more parables, so let’s take a look. 

II. LUKE 18:1 (NKJV) — 1 THEN HE SPOKE A PARABLE TO THEM, THAT MEN ALWAYS 
OUGHT TO PRAY AND NOT LOSE HEART,  

A. I stopped here at verse one because it is important to point out that Jesus makes this 
statement - and in the next 7 verses – He explains what He means. 

1. Ps. 116:2 I will call on him as long as I live; Luke 18:1 they ought to pray at 
all times; 1 Thess. 5:17 pray without ceasing; Eph. 6:18 pray at all times in 
the Spirit; 1 Sam. 7:8 do not cease to cry to the Lord for us; 1 Sam. 12:23 
far be it from me to sin by ceasing to pray for you; Ps. 88:9 I  cry to you 
every day; Ps. 86:3 to you I cry all day long; 1 Thess. 3:10 night and day we 
pray that we may see you; 2 Tim. 1:3 I remember you constantly in my 
prayers; Rom. 1:9 I pray unceasingly for you; Col. 1:9 we have not ceased 
to pray for you.1 
a) Prayer gives us hope, but worry crushes hope. 

 
III. LUKE 18:2–5 (NKJV) — 2 SAYING: “THERE WAS IN A CERTAIN CITY A JUDGE WHO 

DID NOT FEAR GOD NOR REGARD MAN. 3 NOW THERE WAS A WIDOW IN THAT CITY; 
AND SHE CAME TO HIM, SAYING, ‘GET JUSTICE FOR ME FROM MY ADVERSARY.’ 4 
AND HE WOULD NOT FOR A WHILE; BUT AFTERWARD HE SAID WITHIN HIMSELF, 
‘THOUGH I DO NOT FEAR GOD NOR REGARD MAN, 5 YET BECAUSE THIS WIDOW 
TROUBLES ME I WILL AVENGE HER, LEST BY HER CONTINUAL COMING SHE WEARY 
ME.’ ”  

A. So, in this setting - there is a widow that has a civil matter against someone who has 
cheated her. 

1. She has gone to the local judge for justice and he just ignores her pleas for help. 
a) He is not worried about what is right because he is not a righteous man! 

                                                             
1 Day, A. C. (2009). Collins Thesaurus of the Bible. Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software. 
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b) But this widow does not give up!  

She is persistent and continually goes to this judge asking for justice. 
(1) Finally the judge gives in and does what he should have done at 

the beginning. 
(a) He sets things right. 

2. Now, if we try to make Jesus the local Judge in this parable we have missed the 
point.  
a) The point is back up in Verse 1 … that men always ought to pray and 

not lose heart! 
(1) This judge is not wanting to help.  

(a) Psalm 46:1 (NKJV) — 1 God is our refuge and strength, 
A very present help in trouble.  

(2) This man is burdened by this widow. 
(a) But Jesus says in Matthew 11:28 (NKJV) — 28 Come to 

Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.  

(3) This judge had no respect for the things of God therefore it was 
impossible for him to judge rightly.   
(a) 2 Timothy 4:8 (NKJV) — 8 Finally, there is laid up for me 

the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to 
me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.  

(4) This man didn’t act - until he wearied from this woman constantly 
bugging him. 
(a) But Jesus hears that very first prayer. 

(i) This is not about changing the heart of Jesus, it is 
about changing our hearts and even the unrighteous 
hearts around us. 
(a) The point here is to always pray and never give 

up! 
(b) And I want to add – Jesus doesn’t play games, 

and satan is liar. 
 

IV. LUKE 18:6–8 (NKJV) — 6 THEN THE LORD SAID, “HEAR WHAT THE UNJUST JUDGE 
SAID. 7 AND SHALL GOD NOT AVENGE HIS OWN ELECT WHO CRY OUT DAY AND 
NIGHT TO HIM, THOUGH HE BEARS LONG WITH THEM? 8 I TELL YOU THAT HE WILL 
AVENGE THEM SPEEDILY. NEVERTHELESS, WHEN THE SON OF MAN COMES, WILL 
HE REALLY FIND FAITH ON THE EARTH?”  

A. And here is the Lord’s confirmation! 

1. You know - the sentence straight from the mouth of Jesus - that really catches 
my eye is this: Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find 
faith on the earth? 
a) This has always been one of those verses that sticks with me! 

(1) What a question!  Will faith in God and hope in prayer still exist? 
(2) Proverbs 13:12 (NKJV) — 12 Hope deferred makes the heart 

sick….  
(a) Let’s do a quick survey: do we pray like we use to? 
(b) Is there a prayer that we have given up on because it has 

been so long and yet not been answered? 
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(c) Have we given up 

hope that it will ever be answered. 
(d) Last question: what will that look like 2 or 3 generations from 

now? 
(i) Now Jesus moves on to the Parable of the Pharisee 

and the Tax Collector. 
 

V. LUKE 18:9–14 (NKJV) — 9 ALSO HE SPOKE THIS PARABLE TO SOME WHO TRUSTED 
IN THEMSELVES THAT THEY WERE RIGHTEOUS, AND DESPISED OTHERS: 10 “TWO 
MEN WENT UP TO THE TEMPLE TO PRAY, ONE A PHARISEE AND THE OTHER A TAX 
COLLECTOR. 11 THE PHARISEE STOOD AND PRAYED THUS WITH HIMSELF, ‘GOD, I 
THANK YOU THAT I AM NOT LIKE OTHER MEN—EXTORTIONERS, UNJUST, 
ADULTERERS, OR EVEN AS THIS TAX COLLECTOR. 12 I FAST TWICE A WEEK; I GIVE 
TITHES OF ALL THAT I POSSESS.’ 13 AND THE TAX COLLECTOR, STANDING AFAR 
OFF, WOULD NOT SO MUCH AS RAISE HIS EYES TO HEAVEN, BUT BEAT HIS BREAST, 
SAYING, ‘GOD, BE MERCIFUL TO ME A SINNER!’ 14 I TELL YOU, THIS MAN WENT 
DOWN TO HIS HOUSE JUSTIFIED RATHER THAN THE OTHER; FOR EVERYONE WHO 
EXALTS HIMSELF WILL BE HUMBLED, AND HE WHO HUMBLES HIMSELF WILL BE 
EXALTED.”  

A. Romans 12:3 (NKJV) — 3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone 
who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but 
to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.  

a) Let me point out 2 words in verse 9 – themselves and righteous. 
b) In other words this message was intended for the self-righteous. 

(1) Those - who for whatever reason, think they are better than others. 
(2) Such was the case with the Pharisee.  Just look at his prayer: 
(3) ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, 

unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 
(a) This reminds me so much of the church in Laodicea 

Revelation 3:14–17 (NKJV) — 14 “And to the angel of the 
church of the Laodiceans write, ‘These things says the 
Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of 
the creation of God: 15 “I know your works, that you are 
neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 
16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold 
nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 17 Because 
you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have 
need of nothing’—and do not know that you are 
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—  
(i) I think this is just a continuation of what we have 

already talked about. 
(ii) Is this what happens when the church stops praying? 

(a) 2Timothy 3:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 But know this, 
that in the last days perilous times will 
come: 2 For men will be lovers of 
themselves, lovers of money, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to 
parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, 
unforgiving, slanderers, without self-
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contr
ol, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, 
headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form 
of godliness but denying its power. And 
from such people turn away!  
 

VI. CONCLUSION 

A. And we will close with Jesus’ commendation of the Tax Collector: 

1. Luke 18:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 And the tax collector, standing afar off, would 
not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, 
be merciful to me a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house 
justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  
a) Folks, may we always remember that it is all about Jesus - not us. 
b) This Tax Collector – a man hated by most - had a better understanding of 

grace and mercy than the self-righteous Pharisee did. 
(1) The Pharisee’s focus even in his prayer was himself. 
(2) The Tax Collector’s focus was on the Lord’s forgiveness 


