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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 
 

YOU HAVE YOUR REWARD 
LUKE 16:19-31 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. The Road to the Cross 

1. In our study of the gospel of Jesus, we are now following Jesus on His journey to 
Jerusalem and ultimately to the cross 

2. He is heading to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passover – an event at which He 
will be arrested, tried before Pontius Pilate, and executed 

3. On His journey to the cross Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables – stories that 
concealed deep spiritual truths – truths that were revealed to the genuine 
seekers but were concealed to the hard hearted and self-righteous 
a) Often, we have seen both in the audience – those who were desperate for 

hope and forgiveness and reconciliation and those who were desperately 
protecting their position in life 

B. The current collection of parables we have been studying can be traced back to a 
dinner party where the Pharisees’ attempted to expose Jesus 

1. Take a sick man on the Sabbath and add Jesus and you’ll get a man that claims 
to represent God but breaks God’s command 

2. Instead, Jesus exposes these so-called men of God. Men that claim to represent 
God and His law but are more willing to save their livestock then they are to save 
their brothers. 
a) The parables that follow deal with God’s immense joy in redeeming the 

lost, restoring the broken, resurrecting the dead 
b) It’s not Jesus who stands on the wrong side of God, outside of His will, it is 

the religious leaders. They are the ones who will not find a seat at the 
table at the wedding feast of the Lamb.  

C. In the last two parables we have studied there has been some similarities 

1. A son squandering the inheritance that he had received from His father and an 
irresponsible servant squandering his master’s goods 

2. Both men were in positions of safety and security – relationships where all that 
they needed was provided for them – and that was not enough 
a) Because of that, they found themselves on the outside of those 

relationships looking in. One estranged from his father, the other removed 
from his position as a steward by his master.  

b) The prodigal and the gentile. Taking all that God has given – life, breath, 
provision, and saying “I want the blessings, but I don’t want you. I want the 
riches, but I don’t want the relationship.” 

 



c) The unjust steward and the Pharisees, the teachers of law. The ones 
given the immense responsibility of pointing the people to God. Preparing 
the way for the Messiah. Instead they took their master’s goods and used 
it for themselves. Twisted the law for financial and societal gain.  

 
D. We ended our study last week with these verses 

 
1. Luke 16:13 “No servant can serve two masters; for either he will hate the 

one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God and mammon.” 14 Now the Pharisees, who 
were lovers of money, also heard all these things, and they derided Him. 
15 And He said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, 
but God knows your hearts. For what is highly esteemed among men is an 
abomination in the sight of God. 16 “The law and the prophets were until 
John. Since that time the kingdom of God has been preached, and 
everyone is pressing into it. 17 And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass 
away than for one tittle of the law to fail. 
a) On His road to the cross, this was priority number one – exposing the 

false religion of self-justification that had pervaded Judaism (pervades all 
of creation) and elevating true justification through faith alone  
(1) As we have seen in our study of the Old Testament, this wasn’t a 

new doctrine.  Jesus wasn’t contradicting Old Testament theology; 
He was fulfilling it. Only God can justify a man – make a man right 
with Him. 

(2) Self-justification was the system by which these Jewish leaders 
lived and exerted their power. It was the chains they used to control 
the people. In Luke 18 Jesus told this parable to some people who 
trusted in themselves that they were righteous and viewed others 
with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and was 
praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other 
people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 

(3) In Luke 10, a lawyer tested Jesus by asking Him, “What shall I do 
to inherit eternal life?” Jesus answered, “You’re the expert, you tell 
me.” The lawyer answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, soul, strength, and mind; and your neighbor as 
yourself.” Jesus replied “You have answered correctly. Do this and 
live.” But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is 
my neighbor?” Feeling the weight of the righteous requirement of 
the law, the lawyer attempted to move the goal posts. 

2. Again, let this accusation ring in your ears as we study the next parable. Luke 
16:14 Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, also heard all these 
things, and they derided Him. 15 And He said to them, “You are those who 
justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is 
highly esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of God. 

 
II. THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS   

Luke 16:19 “There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared 
sumptuously every day. 20 But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who 
was laid at his gate, 21 desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table. 



Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 So it was that the beggar died, and was 
carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 And 
being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his 
bosom. 24 “Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus 
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this 
flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good 
things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 
26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want 
to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’ 27 “Then he said, ‘I beg 
you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, 28 for I have five 
brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’ 29 Abraham 
said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, 
father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 But he said to 
him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one 
rise from the dead.’ ” 
 

A. The nameless rich man – literary technique used to invite the reader to identify with 
character 

1. Clothed in purple – there were two ways to die a garment purple in Jesus’ time, 
and both were extremely expensive. 
a) Fine linen – undergarments – even his underwear was expensive 
b) Fared sumptuously every day – every meal was multiple courses, finest 

food, finest wine. Attended the best parties, went to bed in the softest 
sheets. 

2. If you wanted to flaunt your wealth and your importance – you wore purple. No 
different from what we do today – with cars, and clothing, and handbags, and 
even electronics – people like to exude wealth 
a) Why? Because since the beginning of time mankind has attached wealth 

with importance. It’s our point system.  
b) The more money, the more power, the more influence. 

3. This parable is directly tied to verse 14 – the Pharisees loved money 
a) We saw this in the temple, we saw it in the way they treated widows, and 

their parents, the way they acted at dinner parties, they loved the lifestyle 
that money provided them 

b) They had acquired this wealth by exploiting mankind’s innate awareness 
of their separation with their creator 

B. This rich man is contrasted with another character in Jesus’ parable – Lazarus – a 
name which means “God has helped” 

1. In his life, it looked like anything but that 
2. He was physically stricken, sick, full of sores and unable to walk. He was laid at 

the rich man’s gate 
a) There was no welfare program for the poor and sick. The closest thing 

they had was carrying (or dumping) the poor and disabled in a place that 
they could beg.  

3. This man’s desire was to eat the scraps that fell from the rich man’s table 
a) There was no Puppy Chow, Dog Chow, or Kibbles and Bits in Jesus time. 

You didn’t go to the market and pick up dog food to feed your pet. You fed 
them what you were eating. You would drop scraps on the floor for them. 

 



b) You may remember that woman who came to Jesus begging for Him to 
heal her daughter. Jesus said, “My ministry is to the lost sheep of Israel. It 
is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” She replied 
“Yes it is, Lord. Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s 
table.” 

c) This poor man was so destitute, he just wanted someone to care enough 
about him to give him dog food. 
(1) There is no indication that the rich man did anything to help him. 

His need was obvious, the rich man had an abundance, but he did 
nothing to help. 

d) Moreover – “but” – the dogs came and liked his sores. Adding insult to 
injury stray, dirty, disease ridden scavengers came to feast on his flesh 

C. From the outside looking in, based on their present circumstances, which of these men 
were favored by God? 

1. The Pharisees had convinced themselves and others that their lavish lifestyles 
were evidence of God’s favor – in their minds this rich man was supremely 
blessed – they would identify with him as Jesus began this parable 
a) No different than what you hear from many televangelists today and those 

who are preach some form of a material prosperity gospel 
2. As with many of Jesus’ parables, there is a twist. You can’t tell which of these 

men are favored by God in this life. You have to look into the next. 
III. THE LAST BECOMES FIRST 

A. So it was that the beggar and the rich man died. The beggar was carried to Abraham’s 
bosom and the rich man was buried and ended up in the torments of Hades.  

1. Talk about offensive! This would have infuriated the Pharisees. Jesus’ parable 
made sense but it was supposed to end with the rich man going to heaven and 
the poor man going to hell! 

2. I am not going to spend any time during this study on the nature of heaven and 
hell. Can we see heaven from hell? Can people communicate from heaven to 
hell? Is Abraham the one waiting for us in heaven? 

3. I don’t believe that is the point of Jesus’ parable. It is far too common for 
Christians to get wrapped up in secondary things and miss the primary things. 

4. This is a parable – a story – the events are fictional – we need to be careful what 
truths we pull out of it. 

B. What’s interesting is Lazarus never speaks.  

1. All we know is that he directly to Abraham’s side. Father Abraham. The 
grandfather of their faith. The pride of the people – to say that they were his 
decedents. 

2. It is the rich man who does all the talking. He is the central character in this 
parable. He is the one that Jesus wants His audience to identify with. 
a) Now we have one of many role reversals in this parable – the rich man, 

who never needed anything, who enjoyed three course meals, who had 
more then he could ever possibly need now couldn’t even get a drop of 
water 

b) He went from a life of prosperity and privilege to an eternity of pain and 
torment 



c) Now he is the one begging for help. Looking up and seeing Abraham in 
the far distance and Lazarus at his side, the man pleads with Abraham 
“send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ 
(1) I’m your child! I’m your decedent! Surely you will have compassion 

on me. Surely you will show me mercy. Send Lazarus to come 
serve me. Send Lazarus from heaven into hell to give me water.  

C. But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, 
and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted, and you are tormented. 26 
And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who 
want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’ 

1. Son, you invested everything you had in this life and you got out exactly what you 
put in. You got your reward. You lived for the temporary, what if fleeting and 
dying, and you received temporary pleasure and sanctification.  

2. The praises of men, the riches and pleasures of this world: they were never 
eternal but that is what you lived for and you received them.  
a) Now that all of those things have perished there is nothing left for you but 

torment. And there I a great gulf between us and you. No one can pass 
from there to here or here to there. This is your final resting place.  

D. It is not this man’s riches that damned him to hell and is not the poor man’s poverty that 
granted him entrance to heaven 

1. We have many examples in scripture of Godly men and women who happened 
to be wealthy – Job, Tabitha, Solomon, Abraham, Joseph 

2. There are also evil men who lived in poverty 
3. Jesus didn’t say that money was the root of all evil, it is the love of money. The 

place wealth holds in our lives. 
a) Jesus said a man cannot serve God and wealth. No one can serve two 

masters. If we really analyze that statement, sure they can. There are 
plenty of religions with multiple gods. We are guilty of having multiple 
idols. We may love sports and hunting. We spend equal time thinking 
about and doing both. 

b) But when push comes to shove one thing will always win out. When the 
demands of all our little gods are conflicting, one voice will rise to the top. 

c) And for many that is the voice of money. That is why the prosperity gospel 
is so popular. It claims that Jesus’ will, and your greedy heart can coexist 
in perfect harmony – that they will never oppose one another. 
(1) In reality, all we are doing is clothing our idol in a Jesus costume to 

justify our selfishness 
(2) There is nothing new under the sun.  

IV. THE TESTIMONY OF A DEAD MAN 

27 “Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, 
28 for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of 
torment.’ 29 Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ 
30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 
31 But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
persuaded though one rise from the dead.’ ” 
 



A. I think we can see where Jesus is going with this. 

1. The rich man begs Abraham to send Lazarus to his family, to his brothers, they 
are on this same path! They are investing everything they have in this life. Warn 
them not to come here! 
a) Abraham’s response “They have been warned just as you have. They 

have the scriptures. The have the words of Moses and all the other 
prophets. Let them hear them.” 

b) The rich man understands this sobering reality. He had the scriptures. He 
had the words of Moses and the Prophets. Yet he still found himself in a 
place of eternal torment. 

c) He argues “No, father Abraham; if one goes to them from the dead, then 
they will repent.” But Abraham replies “If they do not hear Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’ ” 

2. What a fantastic assault on the false religion of the Pharisees. Jesus has pulled 
off their veil of religiosity and exposed their wicked hearts. Then He tells them 
very plainly what their future holds. 
a) You have been given the scriptures, you have the words of Moses and the 

Prophets who foretold of my coming. I will be killed and three days later I 
will rise again – and you still won’t believe in me. Because you are not 
concerned about the truth because you are not concerned about the next 
life, you are living for this life alone. 

B. That is the warning of Jesus’ parable 

1. Hell is for religious people. Hell is for those who think they can use God as a 
means to an end. Hell is for those who desire the blessings of God without a 
relationship with God. 

2. God has given mankind everything we need for salvation and eternal life. He 
gave us His Word and the testimony of one who defeated death and the grave.  
a) If God would do this miracle or bless me with this or heal this disease – 

then I would believe. “You have the words of Moses and all the other 
prophets. And you have the miracle of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Hear 
that, receive that, and live. 


