
09/27/20 
Pastor John W. Brown 
Calvary Chapel Central Phoenix 
THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 

LUKE 15:25-32 
ALL THAT I HAVE IS YOURS 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. We ended our study last Sunday with the story of the prodigal son, but we didn’t have 
time to completely finish it. 

1. Let me recap what we did cover: 
a) The Parable of the lost sheep – in which Jesus was being condemned by 

the Pharisees for eating with the sinners and tax-collectors. 
b) The Parable of the lost coin – where the lady swept the entire house 

looking for one lost coin, 
c) And most of the Parable of the lost son – where the son wanted his 

inheritance before dad died and it ruined his life. 
(1) And as Paul Harvey used to say, “And now, here’s the rest of the 

story.” 
(a) I am going to back up a few verses to give context to what 

we are about to study. 
 

II. LUKE 15:17–21 (NKJV) — 17 “BUT WHEN HE CAME TO HIMSELF, HE SAID, ‘HOW 
MANY OF MY FATHER’S HIRED SERVANTS HAVE BREAD ENOUGH AND TO SPARE, 
AND I PERISH WITH HUNGER! 18 I WILL ARISE AND GO TO MY FATHER, AND WILL 
SAY TO HIM, “FATHER, I HAVE SINNED AGAINST HEAVEN AND BEFORE YOU, 19 AND 
I AM NO LONGER WORTHY TO BE CALLED YOUR SON. MAKE ME LIKE ONE OF YOUR 
HIRED SERVANTS.” ’ 20 “AND HE AROSE AND CAME TO HIS FATHER. BUT WHEN HE 
WAS STILL A GREAT WAY OFF, HIS FATHER SAW HIM AND HAD COMPASSION, AND 
RAN AND FELL ON HIS NECK AND KISSED HIM. 21 AND THE SON SAID TO HIM, 
‘FATHER, I HAVE SINNED AGAINST HEAVEN AND IN YOUR SIGHT, AND AM NO 
LONGER WORTHY TO BE CALLED YOUR SON.’  

A. Remember, the point Jesus is trying to make is that it is not the heathy that needs a Dr. 
– it is the sick! 

1. It is not the righteous that needs a Savior, it is the lost! 
a) This man’s son was “lost”, but he came to a place of repentance and 

came home. 
b) His father is immediately merciful and full of compassion. 

 
III. LUKE 15:22–24 (NKJV) — 22 “BUT THE FATHER SAID TO HIS SERVANTS, ‘BRING OUT 

THE BEST ROBE AND PUT IT ON HIM, AND PUT A RING ON HIS HAND AND SANDALS 
ON HIS FEET. 23 AND BRING THE FATTED CALF HERE AND KILL IT, AND LET US EAT 
AND BE MERRY; 24 FOR THIS MY SON WAS DEAD AND IS ALIVE AGAIN; HE WAS 
LOST AND IS FOUND.’ AND THEY BEGAN TO BE MERRY.  

A. Does this sound like a resentful dad? 
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1. To me – this seems to be the focus of that father, “My son was dead and is 
alive again.” 
a) He dressed him in the best of the family clothing and threw a party 

because his son was home! 
(1) But as I said last week, not everyone was happy about it. 

 
IV. LUKE 15:25–30 (NKJV) — 25 “NOW HIS OLDER SON WAS IN THE FIELD. AND AS HE 

CAME AND DREW NEAR TO THE HOUSE, HE HEARD MUSIC AND DANCING. 26 SO HE 
CALLED ONE OF THE SERVANTS AND ASKED WHAT THESE THINGS MEANT. 27 AND 
HE SAID TO HIM, ‘YOUR BROTHER HAS COME, AND BECAUSE HE HAS RECEIVED HIM 
SAFE AND SOUND, YOUR FATHER HAS KILLED THE FATTED CALF.’ 28 “BUT HE WAS 
ANGRY AND WOULD NOT GO IN. THEREFORE HIS FATHER CAME OUT AND PLEADED 
WITH HIM. 29 SO HE ANSWERED AND SAID TO HIS FATHER, ‘LO, THESE MANY YEARS 
I HAVE BEEN SERVING YOU; I NEVER TRANSGRESSED YOUR COMMANDMENT AT 
ANY TIME; AND YET YOU NEVER GAVE ME A YOUNG GOAT, THAT I MIGHT MAKE 
MERRY WITH MY FRIENDS. 30 BUT AS SOON AS THIS SON OF YOURS CAME, WHO 
HAS DEVOURED YOUR LIVELIHOOD WITH HARLOTS, YOU KILLED THE FATTED CALF 
FOR HIM.’  

A. We are going to explore this son’s “heart condition” in a moment, but before we do, I 
want to ask, how we would feel if the same thing happened to us? 

1. “I have served you all my life and I have done everything you have asked me to 
do: and in all that time you never as much as even gave me a goat so I could 
have a party with my friends!” 
a) I can’t be the only one who has ever felt this way! J 
b) Have you ever felt this way as a son or daughter? 
c) How about at a job? 
d) Or as a husband or a wife? 
e) Or even as a friend to someone? 

(1) I believe this son is simply expressing very human emotions of 
feeling taken for granted! 

(2) But you know, sometimes human emotions work against the will of 
God! 

(3) It is not that having those feelings are wrong, but feelings often do 
not tell the truth. 
(a) And they often produce bad outcomes. 

 
B. So what is this son’s “heart condition”? 

1. Often an eruption of emotion is caused by something that is already festering in 
the mind and heart. 
a) The situation that brings those emotions to the surface is only the catalyst 

that causes the eruption. 
(1) When the son, who by the way had been working in the field – 

heard that his father had killed the fatted calf.’ 28 “…. he was 
angry and would not go in. Therefore his father came out and 
pleaded with him. 
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(a) I get the feeling that this son had been holding this back for 
a long time. Hebrews 12:14–15 (NKJV) — 14 Pursue 
peace with all people, and holiness, without which no 
one will see the Lord: 15 looking carefully lest anyone 
fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness 
springing up cause trouble, and by this many become 
defiled;  
(i) He had become bitter! 

(b) Please notice that at this point, his focus is not on his father 
nor his brother that has come home, nor even the Lord! 
(i) It is on himself.  His hurt has narrowed his vision. 

2. I there is another “tell” in the words that come out of his mouth: 
a) 30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your 

livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.’ 
b) Did you catch it? 

(1) “as soon as this son of yours came” 
(a) Why didn’t he say, “As soon as my brother came home”? 
(b) I would like to suggest 3 possible reasons. 

(i) He is just angry. In which case, his anger has clouded 
and narrowed his vision. 

(ii) The lost son was a half-brother. 
(a) It was not uncommon for there to be blended 

families. 
(iii) The father really did treat the other son differently 

than this son. 
(2) But again, please understand: these are only speculation because 

the Word does not give us this information. 
(a) So, Pastor, why do you go there? 

(i) I have listed these possibilities so that we might 
consider our own hearts. 

(ii) … To ask ourselves if there is a root of bitterness that 
might be growing in us? 

(iii) … To remind is to forgive and to ask for forgiveness 
while we still can. 

(iv) … And to help us get our focus off ourselves and 
back on the bigger picture. 
(a) That is exactly what this young man’s father 

did for him. 
 

V. LUKE 15:31–32 (NKJV) — 31 “AND HE SAID TO HIM, ‘SON, YOU ARE ALWAYS WITH 
ME, AND ALL THAT I HAVE IS YOURS. 32 IT WAS RIGHT THAT WE SHOULD MAKE 
MERRY AND BE GLAD, FOR YOUR BROTHER WAS DEAD AND IS ALIVE AGAIN, AND 
WAS LOST AND IS FOUND.’ ”  

A. You will notice that these words are in red.  This is Jesus speaking for the Father. 
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1. But your brother was lost……dead……but now he is alive!  It is right that we 
should celebrate! 

2. We will find ourselves in the second son’s position more than once in life and we 
will need to be able to break out of that mind/heart set and see the bigger picture. 

3. So let’s make the words of Jesus very personal, “Son (or daughter), you are 
always with me, and all that I have is yours. 


