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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 

LUKE 15:01-24 
JESUS LOVES SINNERS 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. As we begin this study in Luke 15 about the “Parable of The Lost Sheep”: I want to 
remind us all of the “Parable of The Great Supper” that we just studied on Chapter 14. 

1. Luke 14:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a 
great supper and invited many, 17 and sent his servant at supper time to 
say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’ 18 But 
they all with one accord began to make excuses. 
a) I have a saying, “When you don’t want to do something, any excuse will 

do!” 
(1) They simply did not want to come, so the “Master” took a different 

approach: 
2. Luke 14:21–23 (NKJV) — 21 He said, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and 

lanes of the city, and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame 
and the blind.’ 22 And the servant said, ‘Master, it is done as you 
commanded, and still there is room.’ 23 Then the master said to the 
servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come 
in, that my house may be filled.  
a) This throws the door wide open for what we about to see in Chapter 15. 

(1) Please keep in mind that this a parable – and what Jesus is really 
talking about this the “Marriage Supper of The Lamb”! 
(a) All are invited, but many excuses will be made for not being 

there. 
 

II. LUKE 15:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 THEN ALL THE TAX COLLECTORS AND THE SINNERS DREW 
NEAR TO HIM TO HEAR HIM. 2 AND THE PHARISEES AND SCRIBES COMPLAINED, 
SAYING, “THIS MAN RECEIVES SINNERS AND EATS WITH THEM.”  

A. Folks this is what legalism does to a people…they forget that it is only by the grace of 
God that they qualify for heaven. 

1. Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest 
anyone should boast.  

2. Matthew 15:10–12 (NKJV) — 10 When He had called the multitude to 
Himself, He said to them, “Hear and understand: 11 Not what goes into the 
mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.” 
12 Then His disciples came and said to Him, “Do You know that the 
Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?”  
a) The Pharisees classified people into only two groups: “the unclean” and 

the “righteous”. 
b) The Pharisees would NEVER be seen hanging out with the “low-life’s” and 

they surely would not eat with them! 
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(1) But Jesus had already opened the door for these people that 
society had condemned. (in the Parable of the Great Supper). 
 

III. LUKE 15:3–7 (NKJV) — 3 SO HE SPOKE THIS PARABLE TO THEM, SAYING: 4 “WHAT 
MAN OF YOU, HAVING A HUNDRED SHEEP, IF HE LOSES ONE OF THEM, DOES NOT 
LEAVE THE NINETY-NINE IN THE WILDERNESS, AND GO AFTER THE ONE WHICH IS 
LOST UNTIL HE FINDS IT? 5 AND WHEN HE HAS FOUND IT, HE LAYS IT ON HIS 
SHOULDERS, REJOICING. 6 AND WHEN HE COMES HOME, HE CALLS TOGETHER HIS 
FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS, SAYING TO THEM, ‘REJOICE WITH ME, FOR I HAVE 
FOUND MY SHEEP WHICH WAS LOST!’ 7 I SAY TO YOU THAT LIKEWISE THERE WILL 
BE MORE JOY IN HEAVEN OVER ONE SINNER WHO REPENTS THAN OVER NINETY-
NINE JUST PERSONS WHO NEED NO REPENTANCE.  

A. This is a little “self-check” for the “self-righteous”! 

1. In essence what He is saying is, “You guys love preaching to the choir, but in the 
process, no one gets saved!” 
a) Remember, their focus was on the “righteous” or at least righteous by their 

standards. 
b) But the Rabbi’s would refuse to even teach the word of God to the 

“sinners”. 
(1) How does anyone get saved that way? 
(2) Notice that Jesus doesn’t completely dismiss “preaching to the 

choir” He just gives it a “joy score” if you will.  99 to 1. 
(a) Luke 15:3–7 (NKJV) — 7 I say to you that likewise there 

will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine just persons who need no 
repentance. 

2. Let me point out a few more things before we leave this passage. 
a) The Rabbi’s believed that a sinner ”could” be saved if they did it the right 

way and jumped through all their “hoops”. 
(1) But in this parable – the Shepherd goes after the lost sheep 

because He knows he will not find his way back on his own! 
(2) He searches until He finds that sheep. 
(3) WHEN He find that lost sheep, He puts it on His shoulders and 

carries him back to the fold. 
(a) He finds the lost sheep – the sheep did not find Him! 

(4) He is not angry with the sheep, in fact He is so full of joy that he 
want all of his neighbors to rejoice with Him! 

b) Now compare that with Luke 15:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Then all the tax 
collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. 2 And the 
Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, “This Man receives 
sinners and eats with them.” 

3. Jesus drives this point a little further home with the next parable: The Parable of 
The Lost Coin. 
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IV. LUKE 15:8–10 (NKJV) — 8 “OR WHAT WOMAN, HAVING TEN SILVER COINS, IF SHE 
LOSES ONE COIN, DOES NOT LIGHT A LAMP, SWEEP THE HOUSE, AND SEARCH 
CAREFULLY UNTIL SHE FINDS IT? 9 AND WHEN SHE HAS FOUND IT, SHE CALLS HER 
FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS TOGETHER, SAYING, ‘REJOICE WITH ME, FOR I HAVE 
FOUND THE PIECE WHICH I LOST!’ 10 LIKEWISE, I SAY TO YOU, THERE IS JOY IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE ANGELS OF GOD OVER ONE SINNER WHO REPENTS.”  

A. From the best that I can tell, these silver coins were known as the “drachma” and worth 
about 20 cents. 

1. So this lady had about $2.00 total and she lost one of the 20 cent coins. 
a) Just to put that into perspective, 1 drachma was also the equivalent of a 

day’s wages for a laborer. 
b) To lose one day’s wage, was a big deal. 

(1) So she lights up the house and meticulously searches every square 
inch of that house until she finds that coin. 

(2) This is not just, “Oh man I can’t find my glasses!” Only to find them 
on your head.  This coin is lost! 
(a) Have you ever lost something in your home and had to 

pretty much tear it apart to find what was lost? 
(i) This is pretty much what the light a lamp, sweep the 

house, and search carefully means. 

(b) And when she finds it, again, the same reaction as the 
Shepherd.  Because in both of these parables, the meaning 
is the same. 
(i) Jesus seeks out the Lord that they might be saved! 
(ii) And unlike the Pharisees, who want nothing to do with 

the sinners, there is great rejoicing in the heart of 
Jesus when a person (sinner) gives their heart to Him! 

(iii) But it doesn’t stop there: 10 Likewise, I say to you, 
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents. 

V. CONCLUSION 

A. And let me close with the clincher – the Parable of The Prodigal Son 
 
1. Luke 15:11–24 (NKJV) — 11 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 12 

And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of 
goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to them his livelihood. 13 And not 
many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far 
country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14 But 
when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he 
began to be in want. 15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that 
country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would 
gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one 
gave him anything. 17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many 
of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish 
with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, 
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I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19 and I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.” ’ 20 
“And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, 
his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and 
kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it 
on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring 
the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my 
son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began 
to be merry.  
a) Can a sinner get so far away that God cannot reach him?  NO! 
b) I have heard so many people say, “But you don’t know what all I have 

done!”  “God won’t forgive me for those things” 
(1) If you are ready to put them away and start a new life, yes, He will. 
(2) Next week we will finish this story, and you will see that perhaps not 

everyone will be full of joy when you give up the old life! 


