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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

A CALL TO SURRENDER 
LUKE 14:15-35 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. In Luke 14 we have been dealing with barriers to salvation and sanctification 

1. The mindsets and conditions of the heart that get in the way of first coming to 
Jesus and then, for the believer, remaining in Jesus (abiding, walking in the 
Spirit) 

2. Last week we discovered Jesus’ destination was in the last verse of chapter 14 - 
Luke 14:34 “Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be 
seasoned? 35 It is neither fit for the land nor for the dunghill, but men 
throw it out. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!” 
a) Which was a condensed version of Jesus’ teaching on the sermon on the 

mount “You are the salt of the earth but if salt loses its flavor what is it 
good for? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and 
trampled under foot. You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill 
cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a 
basket. Instead, they put it on a stand and it brings light to the entire 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

B. What keeps a man or woman flavorless and in the dark? 

1. Religion – right behaviors with wrong motives, a false belief that somehow 
through good behavior we can please God 
a) Good behavior as in an arbitrary list of rules we created, not the standard 

of perfection that God demands 
b) False religion leaves us tragically unaware of our own condition – one of 

the most difficult people groups to witness to are those who are deeply 
religious 

c) Religion may change behaviors, but it will never have the power to 
transform a heart. 
(1) It may quiet a guilty conscience for a moment, but it will never save 

a man’s soul 
d) Look at where the religion of the Pharisees’ had gotten them. They were 

using a man who was in pain and suffering as bait to trap Jesus 
(1) That’s where their many years of seminary had gotten them – as 

we will see in this story – a working knowledge of the facts about 
Jesus is not enough to save someone, it is the attitude in which we 
come to Him that matters 

2. Jesus addresses the second barrier through a parable (wedding feast – people 
struggled for the seats of honor) - Pride – a desire to please man over God 
a) Looking to the world to determine our value and worth. Being more 

concerned about how our peers view us then how God views us 
b) Striving to climb that latter of importance so that we may be noticed 



3. These are broken, earthly mindsets that keep us from coming to Jesus. Let’s 
continue our study by returning to this dinner at the rulers home 

 
Luke 14:15 Now when one of those who sat at the table with Him heard these things, he said 
to Him, “Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!”  
 
II. THE WEDDING FEAST – PART 2 

A. This idea of the Kingdom of God being like a great dinner feast wouldn’t have been 
uncommon for the Jew 

1. The prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 25 described the Kingdom of Heaven as a feast with 
the best meat and the finest wine, and at this feast God will swallow up death 
forever and wipe away tears from all the faces – At it will be said in that day: 
“Behold, this is our God; We have waited for Him, and He will save us. We will be 
glad and rejoice in His salvation. 

2. And Jesus is telling these dinner guests, you won’t be there. You won’t be a part 
of this feast! 
a) And one of the men yells out, “Great, we’ll see you there!” 

B. Jesus is going after their hearts – exposing their dead religion and the pride that lives in 
each of them, and instead of crying out “Forgive me!” – what is this man’s response? 

1. “Preach it! Amen!” “I’ll see you there Jesus!” It’s almost as if he is giving a toast - 
“Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!” 
a) That is the great temptation when Jesus goes after the heart – deflection. 

He certainly can’t be taking about me – He’s talking about the person next 
me or He is talking about the sinners or the Samaritans  

b) Every word that Jesus said went completely over his head. That should be 
terrifying to us. Jesus can be speaking directly to us and we can miss it 
because of our self-righteousness 

2. So Jesus responds with another parable about a great feast (the patience and 
long suffering of Jesus) 

 
16 Then He said to him, “A certain man gave a great supper and invited many, 17 and sent his 
servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, ‘Come, for all things are now ready.’  
 

C. A certain man gave a great supper and invited many 

1. This was obviously a wealthy man – a man of status and influence – the kind of 
man that when he throws a party you would want to be seen at it 

2. This kind of dinner would have been the epitome of high society. When important 
people put on dinner parties like this, you’re going to do everything in your power 
to be part of the festivities. 

3. These types of large-scale events had two invitations. The first was more of a 
notification that there would be a great dinner party and the second notified 
everyone that the food was ready 
a) There were no watches or google calendars – life moved at a different 

pace  
b) But an event like this, people would be waiting with great anticipation for 

that call to get the party started 
 



c) We saw the guests behavior at a simple luncheon – wrestling for those 
seats of honor  

d) But not in this parable 
 
18 But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a 
piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.’ 19 And another said, 
‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me excused.’ 
20 Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’  
 

D. Instead of doing whatever it takes to get on the guest list, these people do whatever 
they can to get off of it 

1. Excuse – decline, refuse, or reject. The idea here isn’t that they were making 
things up. The idea here was that the guests had something better to do. 
Something that was more important to them then this great feast. Something or 
someone that was greater priority 

2. For one, it was land that he had just purchased, for another it was his new oxen, 
and for another it was his new wife 

3. All of these excuses would have sounded ridiculous to Jesus’ audience – the 
land wasn’t going anywhere, the oxen could be tested anytime, and when did a 
Jewish man start taking orders from his wife? 

4. That is exactly the point – the things we are unwilling to let go of to enter into the 
Kingdom of God, to take our seat at the banquet table, they are worthless in light 
of all God has for us 
a) Isn’t that what Paul said in Phil 3 – I had it all! Everything that my culture 

celebrates, finds value and worth in – I’m a pure bread Israelite from the 
tribe of Benjamin circumcised on the eight day, a Hebrew of Hebrews, an 
expert in the law, and concerning the righteousness which is in the law, 
blameless, passionate about our cause, persecuting followers of the Way 
– but all of these things I thought were important, that were of supreme 
value to me, I discovered they were nothing, they were the equivalent of 
human waste, in comparison to what I have found in Jesus – what I have 
found at the His banquet table (echoes Jesus words – dunghill) 

b) We can substitute all that our culture values – wealth, career, fame, 
entertainment, travel – can we honestly say these things are meaningless 
compared to having a seat at the Lord’s table? 

 
21 So that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the 
house, being angry, said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, 
and bring in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.’ 22 And the servant 
said, ‘Master, it is done as you commanded, and still there is room.’ 23 Then the master said 
to the servant, ‘Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my 
house may be filled. 24 For I say to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste 
my supper.’ ” 
 

E. Go to those who realize they have nothing, those who will gladly accept this invitation, 
bring them to the banquet 

1. To these dinner guests, this story is sounding more ridiculous by the minute. 
Street people don’t belong at this kind of dinner.  

 



2. The poor, the maimed, the lame, and the blind. The unclean. They don’t belong. 
And the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind would have been well 
aware of this  
a) That is why the Master tells the servant to compel them to come.  
b) If you don’t think you belong in God’s Kingdom because of who you are 

and what you have done, this passage is for you.  
c) The truth is, we don’t belong in His presence, but through Jesus He gladly 

receives us – the Kingdom of God will be filled with people who didn’t 
belong, but found a place at the table through the work of the cross 

3. Jesus closes this parable with this sobering statement – For I say to you – things 
just got personal. None of those men who were originally invited shall taste my 
supper 

 
25 Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes 
to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, 
and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. 27 And whoever does not bear his cross and 
come after Me cannot be My disciple.  
 
III. THE PRICE OF SALVATION 

A. If anyone does not do this…., they cannot be my disciple – this sounds crucial! 

1. Becoming a disciple – isn’t step 2 of being a Christian. It isn’t the next level or the 
next phase of Christianity. First you become a Christian and then after a lot of 
study and service you eventually become a disciple. 

2. A disciple is what you become when you receive Jesus as your Lord and your 
Savior, when you humbly accept that invitation to the banquet and you take your 
seat at the table. 

3. But to receive that invitation, to receive salvation you must come with empty 
hands.  

4. If you are more concerned about what your father or mother of wife or children or 
brothers or sisters think then what God thinks, then your hands are not empty 
a) That is exactly what Jesus means by hate – it literally means to “love less” 
b) In a society that was hostile towards Christianity and a culture that 

centered around the family and bringing honor to your family, following 
Jesus carried a high price tag! 

c) We are closer to that sentiment now then we have ever been. The person 
that is more concerned about what others think about their association 
with Jesus then they are with their need for salvation will not enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven 

 



d) That is what Jesus has been teaching from Luke 12 “Don’t be afraid of 
those who can only kill the body and after that there’s nothing more they 
can do to you, fear the one who you will stand face to face with after death 
– who determines where you will spend eternity. If you confess Me before 
men, I will confess your name in heaven, but if you deny Me before men, I 
will deny you in heaven. Do you suppose that I came to give peace on 
earth? I tell you, not at all, but rather division. For from now on five in one 
house will be divided: three against two, and two against three. Father will 
be divided against son and son against father, mother against daughter 
and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.” 

5. This isn’t the easy believism that is being preached in the church today – this is 
the true gospel according to Jesus 
a) Receiving Jesus isn’t simply adding Jesus to your life, it is conceding it 

over to Him – hate his own life, bear his cross, take up his cross, deny 
himself, all language that Jesus uses when He describes the cost of 
becoming a disciple 

b) We’re not talking about a makeover here, we are talking about takeover – 
and that takeover can’t happen until we are willing to yield our lives to 
Jesus. God will not take it by force. 

 
28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, 
whether he has enough to finish it—29 lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to 
finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able 
to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with 
twenty thousand? 32 Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and 
asks conditions of peace. 33 So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has 
cannot be My disciple. 
 

B. We can easily read these parables and think “do I have what it takes to be a follower of 
Jesus?” 

1. Look at what these parables have in common – the one building a tower tried to 
finish it himself but ran out of resources and he was mocked 

2. The king who was about to make war realized he was out manned and out 
matched and is celebrated for his surrender 

3. Jesus isn’t asking “do you have what it takes to be my disciple?” He is saying you 
don’t have what it takes, your righteousness will come up short, so surrender, 
come to me and become my disciple. Surrender your life to Me and discover 
what it truly means to live! 

C. The barriers to salvation are often the same barriers to sanctification 

1. What I have found from experience – we can surrender our lives to Jesus, 
concede our lives to Him – allow Him to tear down all that we have built in the 
flesh, and allow Him to build our lives from the ground up, bless us not only with 
gifts in the next life, but gifts in this one as well 

2. And if we are not careful, we can become too attached to the gifts and lose sight 
of the giver of those gifts 

 



a) We have a seat at the table but we’re looking down at our phones, or our 
mind is on that new car, or on the kids, or on our job, or the game, or 
politics – completely ignoring the meal that has been placed before us and 
our Host 

b) That’s why Jesus said in Luke 9:23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone 
desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 
daily, and follow Me. 

c) Being made into the image of Jesus is a call to die daily. To surrender 
daily. To be well aware of the reality that our hearts are idol factories and 
we can easily slip into worshipping the created and not the Creator. 

3. As one author wrote “For all the ill that Satan can do, when God describes what 
keeps us from the banquet table of his love, it is a piece of land, a yoke of oxen, 
and a wife. The greatest adversary of love to God is not his enemies but his gifts. 
And the most deadly appetites are not for the poison of evil, but for the simple 
pleasures of earth. For when these replace an appetite for God himself, the 
idolatry is scarcely recognizable, and almost incurable. They are your basic meat 
and potatoes… your coffee and gardening and reading and decorating and 
traveling and investing and TV-watching and Internet-surfing and shopping and 
exercising and collecting and talking. And all of them can become deadly 
substitutes for God.” 


