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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

THE PRISON OF PRIDE 
LUKE 14:1-14 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Before we begin down the road of this study it will be helpful to know where we are 
going 

1. We find our destination in the last verse of chapter 14 - Luke 14:34 “Salt is 
good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? 35 It is 
neither fit for the land nor for the dunghill, but men throw it out. He who has 
ears to hear, let him hear!” 
a) Jesus made a similar statement during His sermon on the mount when He 

said “You are the salt of the earth but if salt loses its flavor what is it good 
for? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled 
under foot. You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a basket. Instead, 
they put it on a stand and it brings light to the entire house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before others that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your Father in heaven.” 

b) That is the destination. That is where Jesus is taking His audience. It is a 
path towards spiritual maturity, to be made into His likeness. To sit under 
His leadership and learn from Him and become like Him 

2. Just like any given Sunday morning service around the world, His audience is a 
mixed multitude – there are sinners who are desperately aware of their need for 
a savior, there are sinners who have found their savior and now they are His 
disciples, and there are sinners who are painfully unaware of their condition and 
self-righteously believe they have no need for a savior 

B. Jesus’ teachings speak directly into all of those situations   

1. Regardless of where a man or woman finds themselves, Jesus is never content 
with simply changing behaviors. He wants to transform us at the core of our 
being. 
a) He didn’t come to make bad men good, He came to bring dead men to 

life. 
2. For the sinner looking for hope, He wants to lead them into life everlasting. For 

those who have become His sons and daughters, He wants to mold and shape 
and refine them into His image. For the self-righteous, blind to their depravity, He 
begs them to lay down their pride and acknowledge their need for a savior 
a) As He says to the church in Laodicea it in Revelation 3 – You say, “I am 

rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.” But you do not 
realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked.  

3. Regardless of where you are on the path, Jesus is going after your heart. 
a) For the unbeliever, that is taking that step from death to life. 
b) For the believer, it is that progressive work of becoming more like Him. 



C. In chapter 14 of Luke, Jesus deals with the barriers that get in the way of both salvation 
and sanctification 

1. Heart postures that keep the lost lost, and the found spiritually immature and 
ineffective 

2. Conditions within our own hearts that hinder that high calling of bearing the 
image of our Creator 

 
14:1 Now it happened, as He went into the house of one of the rulers of the Pharisees to eat 
bread on the Sabbath, that they watched Him closely. 2 And behold, there was a certain man 
before Him who had dropsy. 3 And Jesus, answering, spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees, 
saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?” 4 But they kept silent. And He took him and 
healed him, and let him go. 5 Then He answered them, saying, “Which of you, having a donkey 
or an ox that has fallen into a pit, will not immediately pull him out on the Sabbath day?” 
6 And they could not answer Him regarding these things. 
 
II. THE DINNER 

A. Jesus is invited into the home of one of the rulers of the Pharisees for dinner – this 
would be a man of prominence who held a high position in the Jewish courts known as 
the Sanhedrin  

1. Let’s be clear, this is not a simple dinner invitation. This is a setup 
2. And we know this for a few reasons  

a) Jesus is joined at this dinner of Jewish elite by an unlikely dinner guest. A 
man who we’re told had dropsy 
(1) A general term used for any condition in which the limbs and body 

were swollen with water due to cardiac or renal disease. 
(2) If any of you have had the unfortunate experience of seeing a loved 

one go through this, it is not a pretty sight.  
(3) I had a friend who experienced this when he was in the late stages 

of congestive heart failure. His feet and ankles swelled up so much 
he could barely get his socks on and his abdomen became so large 
he couldn’t button his pants – painful condition 

(4) For many this disease is the beginning of the end. I remember 
talking to a friend who was a medical professional and they said 
prepare yourself for what’s to come. 

b) In the eyes of the religious elite – this man was a sinner. Anyone with a 
chronic illness, disease, or disability was considered unclean. Abandoned 
by God. The recipient of God’s wrath because of some unconfessed sin. 
(1) Simply coming into contact with a man like this would make them 

unclean. And to go as far as sharing a meal with him, the dinner 
table was sacred space. You don’t dine with sinners. In the very 
next chapter, they condemn Jesus for eating with tax collectors and 
sinners. 

(2) Why were they willing to dine with this man now? 
3. We get another clue from verse 1 – He went into the house of one of the rulers of 

the Pharisees to eat bread on the Sabbath 
a) They knew Jesus had a thing for healing on the Sabbath – that sacred day 

of rest when no work was to be done 
 



b) Up until this point Jesus had already healed 7 men and women on the 
Sabbath, and that is just the healings recorded in the gospels 

c) This dinner party was an orchestrated setup – this man who was suffering, 
possibly even dying was being used as bait to trap Jesus 

B. The final clue that exposes their motives is in verse 3 

1. And Jesus, answering, spoke to the lawyers and Pharisees – answering what? 
No one had asked a question. 

2. But they had asked a question. The minute they exploited this man and set him 
in front of Jesus on this day in particular - they were posing a question 

3. The same question they asked Jesus when they brought a woman before Him 
who had been caught in adultery 
a) Are you just or are you merciful? Are you holy or are you forgiving? Are 

you perfect or are you forgiving? 
4. In their minds, if Jesus healed the man, He would be breaking the law, and that 

would prove He couldn’t have come from God because He ignores God’s law. 
That’s exactly their claim in John 9:16 after Jesus healed a blind man on the 
Sabbath. They said “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the 
Sabbath” 
a) But if Jesus doesn’t heal him when He’s proven He’s able to, He lacks 

mercy and compassion – the very thing that drew so many people to Him 
b) They make the mistake of thinking that somehow the righteousness of 

Jesus is at odds with the loving kindness of Jesus 
C. But Jesus takes their questions and turns it around on them 

1. It is important to note that nowhere in the law did it prohibit someone from 
healing on the Sabbath – these experts in the law, who were also experts in 
adding man made conditions to the law, had classified the application of 
ointments and grinding of medicinal herbs as work – and they had prohibited 
such actions on the Sabbath 
a) But ironically if their sheep or their donkey or their ox fell into a ditch it was 

clearly lawful in their minds to save it 
b) Saving an animal on the Sabbath but healing your fellow man was off 

limits – unless they were on the brink of death – religion at its finest 
2. But Jesus doesn’t enter into a theological debate with them. Instead He goes 

after the heart 
3. “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?” You’re the experts of the law. What do you 

say? Same question Jesus asked the lawyer who attempted to test Him. “How 
may I inherit eternal life?” Jesus said “What does the law say?” 
a) Although they were trying to trap Jesus, their question is a valid one. How 

do you reconcile God’s righteousness and perfection with His mercy 
towards sinners? How can God hate sin, yet love and accept the sinful? 

b) That tension between justice and mercy was nothing new to them. They 
had to feel the immense tension between the two in their studies of the 
Old Testament 
(1) God’s patience and forgiveness and long suffering alongside the 

consuming fire of His holiness - they had no answer for what do 
with it - how were they to apply the righteous requirement of the law 
while still showing compassion? 

 



III. SILENCE 

A. We hear their struggle in their silence 

1. They obviously hadn’t figured it out because their theology, their understanding 
of the scriptures had led them to exploit a man who was suffering and in pain in 
an attempt to trap Jesus 

2. If the path that we are on is causing us to love others less, we are on the wrong 
path. If we are becoming progressively more hard hearted towards the lost then 
we are not walking with Jesus. 
a) One of the greatest barriers to salvation and sanctification is religion – 

seemingly right actions with wrong motives.  
b) There is no life in therapeutic moral deism – there is no power in creating 

a list of arbitrary rules that others have live by  
c) People don’t need religion, they need Jesus. They don’t need our custom-

made check lists of right behaviors that we have tailored to our own liking; 
they need the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit in their lives 

B. Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath? The law says a man or woman caught in adultery 
must be stoned, what do you say? Underneath these questions was the tension 
between God’s justice and mercy 

1. And in their struggle to reconcile these two seemingly opposing forces they failed 
to realize the answer to their question was standing right in front of them 

2. It is only in Jesus that justice and mercy live in perfect harmony. It is Jesus who 
fulfilled the righteous requirement of the law and endured the cross for our 
shame – in is in the person of Jesus that the righteousness of God and the mercy 
of God coexist 
a) And that is why Jesus is the only name by which men are saved. 

3. Jesus told the crowd of men, you want justice? Whoever is without sin, cast the 
first stone. 
a) You want to be the tool of God’s righteous wrath? Make sure you 

understand what you are asking for.  
b) In the same breath Jesus asked the woman, where are your accusers? 

She said nowhere my Lord. And He said go and sin no more. 
(1) Only Jesus had they authority to say these things 

C. Their silence made it impossible to accuse Jesus after He healed the man and “let him 
go” 

1. Let him go – freed him from the chains of religion, the unreasonable burdens and 
expectations placed on his shoulders by these men 

2. That was Jesus’s accusation against these religious leaders – He said in 
Matthew 23 “You tie up heavy, and cumbersome loads and put them on other 
people’s shoulders, but you are not willing to lift a finger to move them 
a) Christians – is that a description of us? Do we pile on the world for acting 

worldly or do we point them to the one can give them rest? Whose load is 
easy and whose burden is light? 

3. Jesus accepted this dinner invitation for a reason, because He loves these men 
a) He is giving them an opportunity to see the condition of their heart, repent, 

and turn to Him 
b) So He follows up this miracle with a couple parables that take place 

at….dinner parties 



Luke 14:7 So He told a parable to those who were invited, when He noted how they chose the 
best places, saying to them: 8 “When you are invited by anyone to a wedding feast, do not sit 
down in the best place, lest one more honorable than you be invited by him; 9 and he who 
invited you and him come and say to you, ‘Give place to this man,’ and then you begin with 
shame to take the lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit down in the lowest 
place, so that when he who invited you comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, go up higher.’ Then 
you will have glory in the presence of those who sit at the table with you. 11 For whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  

  
IV. THE PARABLE OF THE AMBITIOUS GUEST 

A.  At a meal like this, guests would be reclined around a low table in the shape of the U 

1. The highest place of honor would be at the bottom of the U which was usually 
reserved for the host. The next position of honor would be at the hosts right and 
then left. The closer you were to the host, the more prominent your position 
would be. 

2. The further you were from the host…lets just say if you found yourselves at the 
end of the table, you were basically at the kiddie table 

3. Jesus noticed something as the guests entered this ruler’s home, they all jostled 
for the position of highest honor 
a) What an awkward and uncomfortable scene. Grown men playing musical 

chairs trying to establish their importance 
b) I wish I could say I haven’t seen this before, but I have. Not only in a 

corporate work setting as people tried to get as close to the CEO or CFO 
as possible at lunch but also at pastors’ conferences during scheduled 
breaks 

B. There is something in us that desires to be recognized, to feel important, to feel valued 

1. There is this naturalistic high when we get upgraded from coach to first class, or 
when we drive a certain make and model of car, or we put on a certain suit, or sit 
in courtside seats, or when we have back stage passes, or when our seats at 
church are literally on stage with the pastor, or even when we get something as 
worthless as a like on an image or post 

2. We want to feel like we are important, that we are noticed. Like our life means 
something. There is nothing wrong with that. That is a very basic human desire. 
a) But where we get in trouble is when we look to our fellow man to give us 

that importance. When we let those around us define our value, give us 
our worth. 

b) That kind of thinking is toxic, it is poison, it is a cancer to the human soul. 
A desire to please man instead of pleasing God is a stumbling block to a 
man’s salvation and an enemy to a Christian’s sanctification 

c) Proverbs 8:13 ESV The fear of the Lord is hatred of evil. Pride and 
arrogance and the way of evil and perverted speech I hate. 

d) God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble, pride goes before 
destruction, everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the 
Lord,  

3. People pleasing is a prison – Fighting to be noticed and valued by the world is 
willfully entering a jail cell and locking ourselves in. 

 



a) If we really want to grow into the image of Jesus that kind of thinking has 
to be put to death. That desire to be recognized and celebrated by others 
has to be crucified 

b) Philp 2:5-11 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 
who being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal 
with God but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to 
the point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore God also 
has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every 
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in 
heaven and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.  

C. Isn’t that the language that Jesus uses in this parable? 

1. Take the lowly seat and allow the Lord to exalt you. And when the Lord exalts 
you, it will bring glory to His name 

2. Self-promotion and the image of Jesus cannot coexist – whose name do we want 
to be made great? 

3. Finally, Jesus turns His attention to the host 
 
12 Then He also said to him who invited Him, “When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask 
your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back, 
and you be repaid. 13 But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the 
blind. 14 And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at 
the resurrection of the just.” 
 
V. CONCLUSION 

A. This is a symptom of the heart conditions Jesus has identified. Religion and self-
promotion treat ministry like a VIP club. Only those on the guest list get in. 

1. Those mindsets always ask, “what’s in it for me? What do I have to gain? How 
will I be noticed?” 

2. There will always be people striving for the pulpit and the positions of high 
visibility. But there will always be a great need for servants among the poor and 
destitute, among the developmentally disabled, in the adult care centers, and 
within children’s ministry in churches all over America 

3. We will always be drawn to communities with people who are like us, our peer 
groups, people whose opinions of us matter.  
a) But Jesus said love and serve those who cannot love you back. Who 

cannot repay you 
B. Hopefully this ruler was thinking the same thing we are right now, that’s impossible 

1. Exactly, apart from the Spirit of God working in us it is 
2. But when we follower our teacher, our righteousness exceeds that of the scribes 

and Pharisees 
VI. COMMUNION 

 


