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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS  
 

THE MOTHER HEART OF GOD 
LUKE 13:22-35 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

 
A. Last Sunday’s teaching on “The Feast of Dedication” also known as “The Feast of 

Hanukkah” – Jesus was accused of being a blasphemer because he said: John 10:30 
(NKJV) —30 I and My Father are one. 
 
1. They picked up stones to kill Him, but it wasn’t His time yet: John 10:31–40 

(NKJV) —39 Therefore they sought again to seize Him, but He escaped out 
of their hand. 40 And He went away again beyond the Jordan to the place 
where John was baptizing at first, and there He stayed. 
a) The area is called Perea - was the portion of the kingdom of Herod the 

Great occupying the eastern side of the Jordan River valley with Samaria 
on the western side.  That is the place where John was baptizing at 
first. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perea 

b) Now, we pick this teaching up as Jesus continues His journey toward the 
cross. 

 
II. LUKE 13:22–29 (NKJV) — 22 AND HE WENT THROUGH THE CITIES AND VILLAGES, 

TEACHING, AND JOURNEYING TOWARD JERUSALEM. 23 THEN ONE SAID TO HIM, 
“LORD, ARE THERE FEW WHO ARE SAVED?” AND HE SAID TO THEM, 24 “STRIVE TO 
ENTER THROUGH THE NARROW GATE, FOR MANY, I SAY TO YOU, WILL SEEK TO 
ENTER AND WILL NOT BE ABLE. 25 WHEN ONCE THE MASTER OF THE HOUSE HAS 
RISEN UP AND SHUT THE DOOR, AND YOU BEGIN TO STAND OUTSIDE AND KNOCK 
AT THE DOOR, SAYING, ‘LORD, LORD, OPEN FOR US,’ AND HE WILL ANSWER AND 
SAY TO YOU, ‘I DO NOT KNOW YOU, WHERE YOU ARE FROM,’ 26 THEN YOU WILL 
BEGIN TO SAY, ‘WE ATE AND DRANK IN YOUR PRESENCE, AND YOU TAUGHT IN OUR 
STREETS.’ 27 BUT HE WILL SAY, ‘I TELL YOU I DO NOT KNOW YOU, WHERE YOU ARE 
FROM. DEPART FROM ME, ALL YOU WORKERS OF INIQUITY.’ 28 THERE WILL BE 
WEEPING AND GNASHING OF TEETH, WHEN YOU SEE ABRAHAM AND ISAAC AND 
JACOB AND ALL THE PROPHETS IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD, AND YOURSELVES 
THRUST OUT. 29 THEY WILL COME FROM THE EAST AND THE WEST, FROM THE 
NORTH AND THE SOUTH, AND SIT DOWN IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD.  
 
A. According to Pastor David Guzik: The rabbis of that day used to love to debate the 

question of whether many or few would be saved. But Jesus won’t be drawn into this 
debate… 
 
1. He redirects them to the most important question, “Are you saved?” 

a) Luke 13:24 (NKJV) 24 “Strive to enter through the narrow gate…” 
(1) What is the gate so narrow? 

(a) Because self-centeredness, pride, lust, hate self-
righteousness won’t fit through it! 

(b) By the way - The Greek word for strive has “the idea of a 
struggle or prize-fight.” Guzik 



(i) For the Christian, trying to keep their self-
centeredness, pride, lust, hate and self-righteousness 
at bay – it is a struggle! 

 
b) …for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 

(1) John 14:6 (NKJV) 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me”. 

(2) There is only one way in! 
c) Luke 13:25 (NKJV) 25 When once the Master of the house has risen 

up and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock at 
the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open for us,’ and He will answer and 
say to you, ‘I do not know you, where you are from,’ 
(1) If you were awakened in the middle of the night and the person at 

the door asked you to open up your home and let them in – what 
would you do? 

(2) Let me ask you another question: Would it make a difference if it 
was family? 
(a) The folks Jesus is talking about here are not family.  They 

have not entered by the narrow gate which is Christ and 
Christ alone! 

d) Luke 13:26-27 (NKJV) 26 then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and 
drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets.’ 27 But He will 
say, ‘I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart from 
Me, all you workers of iniquity.’ 
(1) Matthew 7:21-23 (NKJV) 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, 

‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 
does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in 
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, 
cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in 
Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 
(a) I will again, what I said Wednesday evening: As Christians 

living in a perverted society we must remember that just 
because something becomes “acceptable” or even “popular” 
doesn’t make it right! 

(b) There is a lot of talk these days about “spiritual” things, but 
“spiritual” doesn’t necessarily mean holy or Christ-like! 

e) Luke 13:28 There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you 
see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the 
kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out. 
(1) The weeping and gnashing of teeth sounds like a scene from hell. 

(a) But it appears that these folks are given a brief opportunity to 
see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets 
in the kingdom of God and they realize that they have 
chosen the wrong “gate”.  They picked the wider, easier path 
and they missed the Lord and heaven! 

(2) And by the way – they wanted to know if there would be man or few 
that would be saved: 
(a) Luke 13:29 They will come from the east and the west, 

from the north and the south, and sit down in the 
kingdom of God. 



(i) …and oh, also… 
 

III. LUKE 13:30 (NKJV) — 30 AND INDEED THERE ARE LAST WHO WILL BE FIRST, AND 
THERE ARE FIRST WHO WILL BE LAST.”  
 
A. In other words there will be folks who make it that you thought would never give their 

hearts to the Lord, and there will be those that you thought were a “shoe-in” that will not 
be there! 

IV. CONCLUSION 
 
A. Luke 13:31–35 (NKJV) — 31 On that very day some Pharisees came, saying to 

Him, “Get out and depart from here, for Herod wants to kill You.” 32 And He said 
to them, “Go, tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today 
and tomorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.’ 33 Nevertheless I must 
journey today, tomorrow, and the day following; for it cannot be that a prophet 
should perish outside of Jerusalem. 34 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who 
kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to 
gather your children together, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, but 
you were not willing! 35 See! Your house is left to you desolate; and assuredly, I 
say to you, you shall not see Me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is 
He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ ”  

1. To be honest, I am a little surprised that any of the Pharisees took the time to 
warn Jesus that Herod wanted Him dead! 
a) But I am sure that Jesus knew that already. 

2. Jesus called Herod a fox!  Not a lion. Not the majestic king of the jungle. 
a) In this context it means “cunning but weak ruler” (Geldenhuys) (Guzik) 

(1) Then Jesus – basically says, “Go tell him that this is my agenda for 
the next few days so he will know where to find me.” 

(2) “I will be going from here (Perea) to Jerusalem for the next 3 days 
where I will willingly lay down my life!” (Perfected). 

(3) “In the meantime, I will be casting out demons and healing the sick 
along the way.” 
(a) He called him a fox instead of a lion because Jesus is the 

Lion.  The Lion from the tribe of Judah and He knew that 
Herod did not have the power to take His life! 

3. But this Lion from the tribe of Judah’s heart broke as He thought, not about the 
cross nor what was going to happen to Him, but as He thought about Jerusalem! 
a) 34 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and 

stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your 
children together, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, but 
you were not willing! 
(1) Have you even had someone that you love very much make some 

terrible mistakes and there is nothing you can do about it?  They 
simply will not willing to listen? 
(a) Every time the Lord sent someone the warn His people they 

killed or stoned the messenger(s). 
(2) G. Campbell Morgan calls what we see in verse 34, “The Mother 

heart of God.” 



(a) Jesus doesn’t want His kids to hurt anymore that a mother 
does.  And a mother will do almost anything to keep that 
from happening. 

(b) A fox likes to eat chickens! 
(i) When a mother hen senses danger she will call all of 

her baby chicks to her and fold them under her wings. 
(a) What is Jesus trying to protect you from? 
(b) Will you let Him? 
 


