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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

BLASPHEMER! 
JOHN 10:22-40 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. The setting for this study is the FEAST OF DEDICATION: Also known as the Feast of 
Hanukkah, celebrated annually by the Jews for eight days to commemorate the 
cleansing of the Temple in Jerusalem after it had been desecrated by the Syrians under 
Antiochus Epiphanes …about 165 b.c., three years after its defilement.  

1. It is wintertime This feast is mostly celebrated in December because falls on the twenty-
fifth day of Kislev, which is in December (but not always). 
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/encyclopedia-of-the-bible/Feast-Dedication 

2. That is when this event occurs and there where is in the Temple at Jerusalem. 
 

II. JOHN 10:22–24 (NKJV) — 22 NOW IT WAS THE FEAST OF DEDICATION IN JERUSALEM, AND IT 
WAS WINTER. 23 AND JESUS WALKED IN THE TEMPLE, IN SOLOMON’S PORCH. 24 THEN THE 
JEWS SURROUNDED HIM AND SAID TO HIM, “HOW LONG DO YOU KEEP US IN DOUBT? IF 
YOU ARE THE CHRIST, TELL US PLAINLY.”  

A. Solomon’s “porch” is mentioned in several places in Bible: 

1. Acts 3:11 While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran 
together to them in the portico called Solomon's. (The lame beggar) 

2. Acts 5:12 Now many signs and wonders were done among the people through the 
apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. 

3. The Jewish historian Josephus tells us this “porch” or “portico” was on the east side of 
the temple’s “outer court” ….and it seems to be a gathering place for many at the time. 
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/encyclopedia-of-the-bible/Feast-Dedication 
 

B. Jesus is almost immediately surrounded by folks wanting to hear Him say that HE was the 
Christ, the Messiah. 

1. But keep in mind there were also those in this group, that simply wanted to find fault with 
Him so they would have an excuse to kill Him. 
a) Here is Jesus’ answer: 

III. JOHN 10:25 (NKJV) — 25 JESUS ANSWERED THEM, “I TOLD YOU, AND YOU DO NOT BELIEVE. 
THE WORKS THAT I DO IN MY FATHER’S NAME, THEY BEAR WITNESS OF ME.  

A. We have all been told something we don’t want to here, right? 

1. What if I told you that Nancy Pelosi is a nice person? 
2. What if I told you that President Trump is a good guy? 

a) At least one of those you rejected, maybe both!  Why? 

(1) Because you didn’t want to hear it! 
(2) … because based on your research and or belief system, what I said 

CANNOT be true! 



(a) This gives you an idea of what Jesus is about to tell them – cannot 
possibly be true because IT DOES NOT FIT with everything they 
have been taught and believe. 

(b) I told you, and you do not believe 
 

IV. JOHN 10:26–27 (NKJV) — 26 BUT YOU DO NOT BELIEVE, BECAUSE YOU ARE NOT OF MY 
SHEEP, AS I SAID TO YOU. 27 MY SHEEP HEAR MY VOICE, AND I KNOW THEM, AND THEY 
FOLLOW ME.  

A. There are probably not many of you here, or listening online - that are shepherds, nor very 
familiar with sheep, so let’s use another example: 

1. How well do you know your pet? 
a) Jesus says he “knows” His sheep.  He knows them intimately and fully. 

2. Does your pet know your voice, ours does. 
a) She not only knows our voice, but she follows us all around the house, 

everywhere we go!  She is part of the family now. 
b) However, when we first got her, 3 weeks ago, she wouldn’t listen to anything 

because she was not part of the family yet. 
(1) She was used to hearing another voice, from another master. 

(a) That is Jesus’ point – I’ve told you who I am, but you don’t want to 
accept it because you are NOT part of my family. 
(i) You have chosen to not be a part of my family! 

 
V. JOHN 10:28–30 (NKJV) — 28 AND I GIVE THEM ETERNAL LIFE, AND THEY SHALL NEVER 

PERISH; NEITHER SHALL ANYONE SNATCH THEM OUT OF MY HAND. 29 MY FATHER, 
WHO HAS GIVEN THEM TO ME, IS GREATER THAN ALL; AND NO ONE IS ABLE TO 
SNATCH THEM OUT OF MY FATHER’S HAND. 30 I AND MY FATHER ARE ONE.”  

A. This passage of scripture has been mis-applied over and over again by very well-meaning 
people. 

1. As with any book, if you read just a few sentences with no context and out of sequence – 
it is very easy to misinterpret the meaning. 

2. That is why I love God’s Word, all you have to do is look elsewhere within the Word to 
get clarity. 

3. John 6:30–36 (NKJV) — 30 Therefore they said to Him, “What sign will You 
perform then, that we may see it and believe You? What work will You do? 31 Our 
fathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from 
heaven to eat.’ ” 32 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses 
did not give you the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the true bread 
from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and 
gives life to the world.” 34 Then they said to Him, “Lord, give us this bread 
always.” 35 And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me 
shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to 
you that you have seen Me and yet do not believe.  
a) Now this is where we gain more clarity on what John has been talking about: 

(1) John 6:37–40 (NKJV) — 37 All that the Father gives Me will come 
to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast 
out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own 
will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 39 This is the will of the 
Father who sent Me, that of all He has given Me I should lose 
nothing, but should raise it up at the last day. 40 And this is the 
will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and 



believes in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him 
up at the last day.”  
(a) I pray that you can see that his is not predestination – this is 

foreknowledge! 
(i) It is not God choosing a select group that will go to heaven 

and no one else. 
(ii) It is God knowing who will come to Him and who will not! 

(a) 37 All that the Father gives Me will come to 
Me not be forced!  They will hear my voice, they 
will see me, and they will follow me and I will hang 
onto them with my life! 

4. And back to John 10:30 (NKJV) —30 I and My Father are one.” 
a) The true meaning of what He is saying here, is that Jesus and His Father did not 

have differing views on this.  That He was here to DO the will of His father.  They 
were of one mind and heart! 
(1) Well, the crowd blew up on this one! 

 
VI. CONCLUSION 

A. John 10:31–40 (NKJV) — 31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him. 32 
Jesus answered them, “Many good works I have shown you from My Father. For 
which of those works do you stone Me?” 33 The Jews answered Him, saying, “For 
a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, and because You, being a 
Man, make Yourself God.” 34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your law, 
‘I said, “You are gods” ’? 35 If He called them gods, to whom the word of God 
came (and the Scripture cannot be broken), 36 do you say of Him whom the 
Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I 
am the Son of God’? 37 If I do not do the works of My Father, do not believe Me; 
38 but if I do, though you do not believe Me, believe the works, that you may know 
and believe that the Father is in Me, and I in Him.” 39 Therefore they sought again 
to seize Him, but He escaped out of their hand. 40 And He went away again 
beyond the Jordan to the place where John was baptizing at first, and there He 
stayed.  

1. “We don’t want to kill you because you do good things, we want to kill you because you 
said you are God and you are just a man!” 
a) Jesus references Psalm 82:6–7 (NKJV) — 6 I said, “You are gods, And all 

of you are children of the Most High. 7 But you shall die like men, 
And fall like one of the princes.”  

(1) Notice the little “g” on gods and the fact that they would die like men? 
(a) In many ways the Israelites were little gods in the eyes of many 

nations, but they were still just people. 
(b) Basically, Jesus is saying the scriptures that you pretend to hold 

so dearly has called people “g”ods before and I have only said 
that I am the son of God and you want to stone me to death? 
(i) And He ends with “Watch and see, if I am not who I say 

that I am – then right me off!” 
(ii) “And even though you don’t believe in Me, open you eyes 

and see that what I am doing comes from my Father! 


