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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

THE PRAYER OF OUR BROTHER 
LUKE 11:1-13 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. I’ve been so encouraged by how our studies on Sunday’s and Wednesday’s have 
complimented each other and it should be no surprise since Jesus quoted from 
Deuteronomy more than any other book 

1. Last Sunday, in Luke, Jesus identified the single most important practice in the 
life of one His followers ““Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about 
many things. But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, 
which will not be taken away from her.” 
a) One thing is needed – Deut 8:3 So He humbled you, allowed you to 

hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did 
your fathers know, that He might make you know that man shall not 
live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of the Lord. 

b) Mary was obeying God’s command on the Mount of Transfiguration (even 
though she wasn’t present for it) – this is My Son, whom I have chosen, 
listen to Him which echoes the Shema – Listen, O Israel 

2. These passages have dealt with foundational Spiritual principles – the essentials  
B. That is so vital because it is so easy to lose sight of what’s important 

1. 1 Cor 9:24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one 
receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. 25 And 
everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they 
do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 
26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who 
beats the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, 
when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified. 

2. What is the prize? It’s not God’s love, it’s not salvation, it’s not positional 
righteousness or forgiveness – that is all finished – that work is over 

3. There is one work that is still being completed – the work by which the Holy Spirit 
is conforming us into the image of Jesus Christ for the glory of God and the sake 
of others 
a) Instead of being active participants in that glorious work sanctification, 

many have become passive bystanders 
b) The result is immature church that bears very little similarity to the man we 

claim to follow 



4. That is the concern of the author of Hebrews who writes Heb 5:11 We have 
much to say about this (the Great High Priest who offered Himself as the 
final sacrifice for man), but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no 
longer try to understand. 12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s 
word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on 
milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about 
righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use 
have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. 

C. How do we move from Martha’s place of distracted discouragement, into the single 
mindedness of Mary?  

1. Or as Paul puts it “run in such a way that you may obtain the prize. I run not with 
uncertainty. I fight not as one who beats the air. But I discipline my body and 
bring it into subjection” 
a) Paul didn’t run with without direction.  Jesus said Mary had chosen that 

good part. They had identified what is important and poured everything 
into that! 

b) Have we identified the prize? Have we determined that there is nothing 
greater than being with Jesus, becoming like Jesus, and doing what Jesus 
did? If that hasn’t been settled in our hearts, then we have a failure to 
launch 

c) Once we have found the prize, do we fashion our days around what, or 
more specifically, who is important? 

d) That is where the Spiritual Disciplines come in – the training, the practices, 
the rules of life - the patterns for living that Jesus so graciously provided 
for us when He walked this earth 

2. Patterns that the frantic pace of culture has very little time for but are absolutely 
necessary for conformity into the image of Christ 

3. Wednesday, we discussed the importance of these practices – gathering 
together to worship, study God’s Word, and break bread, serving one another, 
resting in the goodness of God or taking a Sabbath, personal study and 
meditation on God’s Word, solitude and silence before God, fasting, and prayer 

4. Today we take a closer look at one of these rules for life 
Luke 11:1 Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one 
of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” 2 So 
He said to them, “When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your 
kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 3 Give us day by day our daily 
bread. 4 And forgive us our sins, For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And do 
not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one.” 5 And He said to them, “Which 
of you shall have a friend, and go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three 
loaves; 6 for a friend of mine has come to me on his journey, and I have nothing to set before 
him’; 7 and he will answer from within and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and 
my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give to you’? 8 I say to you, though he will 
not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise 
and give him as many as he needs. 9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and 
he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 11 If a son asks for bread from 
any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a 
serpent instead of a fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If you 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” 



II. RULE OF LIFE – PRAYER 

A. As one commentator points out, this passage is like a diamond that can be examined 
from any one of its many brilliant angles  

1. My prayer as I studied this passage was that the Lord would show us the angle 
that we need to see 

2. We are going to focus less on the content of the prayer and more on the heart of 
the prayer 
a) Driving class – the instructor said “I am not going to teach you how to 

drive, I am going to teach you to care about how you drive.” 
B. When we examine the life of Jesus it is impossible to escape that reality that Jesus was 

a man of prayer 

a) When the Spirit descended on Him like a dove at the beginning of His 
earthly ministry, He was praying 

b) Immediately after that He went into the wilderness for 40 days of fasting of 
praying 

c) Throughout the gospels Jesus is seen withdrawing from the crowds and 
going into the wilderness to pray 

d) Luke 6 tells us that He prayed all night before He chose His twelve 
disciples 

e) He was praying right before He asked Peter, “Who do people say that I 
am?” 

f) He was praying on the mountain with Peter, James, and John before He 
was transfigured into His glorified body 

g) And He was praying in the garden the night before He was crucified 
begging His disciples to do the same.  

h) And He is praying at the beginning of our text 
C. Once He finished praying one of His disciples made a strange request - “Lord, teach us 

to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” 

1. What do you mean “teach us to pray?” A Jew knows how to pray. From early 
childhood, they had been taught to pray. They were surrounded by prayer – 
prayers, morning prayers and evening prayers, and prayers in the synagogues 
and prayers on the streets, they had heard people pray before  

2. But obviously, after hearing Jesus pray, this disciple who no doubt spoke for the 
others, heard something very different than what he was used to 

3. And we are given insight to what those differences were from the gospel of 
Matthew 
a) This isn’t the only time Jesus provides His disciples with a template of how 

to pray 
 



4. During His Sermon on the Mount - Mat 6:5 “And when you pray, you shall not 
be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the synagogues 
and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. 
Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 6 But you, when you pray, 
go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father 
who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you openly. 7 And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the 
heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. 
8 “Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you 
have need of before you ask Him. 9 In this manner, therefore, pray: 

(1) The scribes and the Pharisees would have been the ones to teach 
the Jews how to pray and Jesus says don’t pray like them. 

(2) They are hypocrites, their prayers aren’t prayers at all, they’re 
performances. They are for the approval of man, not the approval 
of God 

(3) The Jews had adopted pagan practices in their prayers. There was 
a pagan belief that there was power in repetition, saying the same 
thing over and over and over again. Jesus plainly said, this is 
meaningless, powerless, a waste of breath.  

5. The prayers that the disciples had learned were pointless, powerless, self-
centered, performances pretending to be spiritual but lacking any real power 

D. Now we see the excitement with which this disciple approached Jesus. “That’s what 
we’re missing!” 

1. I can relate to this. My wife and I were involved in church where everything 
revolved around the Sunday production – The worship was big and loud, many of 
the musicians were paid professionals, the lighting was top notch, the sermons 
were akin to a late night hosts opening monologue, and the timing of everything 
was pretty impeccable – not a wasted moment – it was sight to behold 

2. My parents attended a church that was a little different. Every time we came to 
visit, we left thinking “something is different, what are we missing?” 
a) Eventually we discovered it was the Word of God. Something our souls 

were hungry for and when we heard it taught, we wanted more.  
3. The disciples heard Jesus pray and said “That’s it! That’s what we need. Those 

are the prayers of David and Daniel and the Prophets. Those are the prayers of a 
man who knows God on a personal level. Teach us to pray like that.” 

III. FATHER 

A. Jesus responds – of course. The disciples didn’t realize that they were doing exactly 
what they were asking Jesus to teach them to do.  

1. When you pray say “Our Father” – prayer begins with an understanding of the 
nature of our relationship with the One we are praying to 

2. It is often easier to teach someone a skill who hasn’t learned anything about that 
skill at all then to teach someone a skill that has learned it wrong 
a) Jump shot, or playing guitar, or a golf swing – if you have learned it wrong, 

part of your training becomes unlearning bad habits, broken ways of 
thinking 

3. The scribes and Pharisees had taught the Jewish people that God was 
unapproachable and the only way to access God was through them. 

 



a) The had taken the law surrounding the Day of Atonement – the one day a 
year when the high priest would enter into the Holiest of Holies and 
intercede on behalf of the people - and applied it to all people, all of the 
time 

b) That isn’t the message of the Old Testament – yes, there were specific 
laws regarding the presence of God and who could enter in and when, but 
that didn’t apply to the prayers of the people 

c) Throughout the Psalms the Lord says “call to Me and I will answer you – in 
Exodus God hears the cries of His people – Daniel prays to God night and 
day in Babylonian captivity without a priest and without a temple 

4. But there is something different about prayer in the Old Testament and prayer in 
the New Testament – the Old Testament writers only refer to God as Father 15 
times. Usually in the context of creation. The Father of all things. 
a) But in Matthew, Mark, and Luke – God is referred to as Father 65 times 

and in John over 100 times 
b) Something happened when Jesus came to earth. Something that is 

essential in the way we approach God. Something the disciples heard in 
the words of Jesus as He prayed. Jesus introduced them to a different 
relationship with God then anything the supposed men of God had ever 
displayed 

B. Jesus expounds on this a few verses down 

1. Luke 10:11 If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give 
him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a 
fish? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 13 If you 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” 
a) Jesus is impressing on His disciples the nature of their relationship with 

the one they are praying to 
b) May He impress upon us the same reality. When we approach God in 

prayer, we are a child approaching our loving Father. 
(1) And He’s not an earthly father – although Godly men have the 

capacity to give us glimpses of the heart of our heavenly Father 
(2) He is our kind, compassionate, giving, faithful, strong, forgiving, 

righteous, sovereign, and mighty God who we get to call Dad. 
(3) Or Abba, as we see in the original Aramaic – gets its origin from the 

first sounds a child makes 
2. With everything that God is, Jesus wants us to first come to Him as Father  

a) JI Packer writes “What is a Christian? The question can be answered in 
many ways, but the richest answer I know is that a Christian is one who 
has God as Father. You can sum up the whole of New Testament religion 
if you describe it as the knowledge of God as one's holy Father. If you 
want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how 
much he makes of the thought of being God's child, and having God as his 
Father.” 

 



C. Prayer is a conversation between a child and their Dad 

1. James tells us in chapter 5, that the prayer of a righteous person is powerful and 
effective. 

2. The flip side is that the prayers of the unrighteous are powerless and ineffective 
3. Who is righteous? The one who is right with God. And who has been made right 

with God, the one who has been clothed in the righteousness of Jesus. The one 
has gone from slave to son through a belief in the finished work of Jesus Christ 
on the cross. 

4. God is not obligated or inclined to hear the prayers of the unrighteous. Why 
would He? Why would He be inclined to respond to those who have rejected 
Him? Those who Jesus said have a different Father. 
a) If you pray to the universe or you pray to the stars or send out good vibes 

or even if you pray to God – save your breath. Don’t deceive yourself. The 
only prayer God will hear is “I believe you, save me.” 

 
IV. PERSISTANT PRAYER 

A. Let’s look at the prayer that Luke records here in Chapter 11 

1. Luke 11:2 Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom 
come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 3 Give us day by day 
our daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins, For we also forgive everyone 
who is indebted to us. And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us 
from the evil one.” 

2. Followed by this interesting parable 5 And He said to them, “Which of you 
shall have a friend, and go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend 
me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine has come to me on his journey, and I 
have nothing to set before him’; 7 and he will answer from within and say, 
‘Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in 
bed; I cannot rise and give to you’? 8 I say to you, though he will not rise 
and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he 
will rise and give him as many as he needs. 9 “So I say to you, ask, and it 
will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to 
him who knocks it will be opened. 
a) This poses a valid question. How do we reconcile the persistence that 

Jesus encourages with the promise that “your Father knows the things you 
have need of before you ask Him.” 

b) Because the primary purpose of prayer isn’t to get something but to be 
with someone. 

c) We don’t pray to get something from God, we pray to spend time with Him 
B. The persistence that Jesus speaks of isn’t vein repetition – it is a persistent pursuit of 

His presence – a life marked by pressing into His presence   

 



1. Luke 18:1 Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray 
and not lose heart, 2 saying: “There was in a certain city a judge who did 
not fear God nor regard man. 3 Now there was a widow in that city; and she 
came to him, saying, ‘Get justice for me from my adversary.’ 4 And he 
would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not 
fear God nor regard man, 5 yet because this widow troubles me I will 
avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.’ ” 6 Then the Lord 
said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. 7 And shall God not avenge His own 
elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? 
8 I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son 
of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” 

2. 1 Chron 16:11 ESV Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence 
continually! 

3. 1 Thes 5: 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give 
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

C. This is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you and for me. 

1. What has kept us out of His presence? Distraction, deception, disappointment? 
Then we have lost sight of the person and the purpose.  
a) We get to talk to the creator of the universe, the One who is self-existent, 

with no beginning and no end, and is perfect – no darkness in Him at all, 
and He happens to be our dead.  

b) As we spend time with Him – our will is brought in line with His will – our 
desires brought in line with His desires  

c) So, when we come to Him we plead with Him – God glorify yourself 
through my life! Make your name known through me. Grow your Kingdom, 
bring more sons and daughters into your family.   


