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The Gospel of Jesus 
 

BRING HIM TO ME 
MARK 9:14-29 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A.  We have turned a corner in our study of the life and 
ministry of Jesus 

1. Everything we have seen so far has centered on 
the reality, that this man Jesus –born in 
Bethlehem to the virgin Mary and raised in 
Nazareth, is in fact the Messiah that the 
prophets spoke of in the Old Testament 

2. The climax of that revelation was found in 
Matthew 16 when Jesus asked His disciples 
“who do you say that I am?” and Peter answered 
“You are the Christ, the anointed one, the 
Messiah, the Son of the Living God” 

3. Peter was right in saying this. Jesus 
commended him for it. But Peter’s answer was 
incomplete. He still didn’t understand the full 
nature of Jesus the Messiah 



a) Because almost immediately after Peter 
professes that Jesus is the Messiah, he 
receives one the harshest rebukes from 
Jesus recorded in scripture “Get behind me 
satan! You are an offence to me. You’re not 
concerned with the mind of God but the 
things of man.” 

b) What warranted such harsh words? Jesus 
had just told the disciples that that He must 
go to Jerusalem and suffer and die at the 
hands of the religious leaders, but three 
days later He would be raised to life 

c) Peter told Jesus He was wrong. “You must 
not have read the words of the prophets – 
you are a conqueror, a deliverer, kings will 
bow down before you” – all of which were 
true 
(1) But what Peter failed to accept was that 

the prophets also spoke of a suffering 
savior – the prophet Isaiah wrote in 
Isaiah 53 that the Messiah would be 
despised and rejected by man, a man of 
suffering, acquainted with grief, pierced 
for our transgressions and crushed for 
our inequities. He would be led like a 
lamb for slaughter and assigned a grave 
with the wicked even though He was 
innocent 

B. Peter and the disciples understood Jesus was the 
Messiah, but their understanding of Jesus left no 
room for the cross, left no room for suffering 



1. A saving Christ they could wrap their minds 
around, a conquering Christ and delivering 
Christ that’s something they could accept but a 
crucified Christ – there was no room for that 
a) Confirmation bias – we gravitate towards 

opinions that we want to be true – we listen 
to people who confirm our opinions and cut 
out the ones whose opinions don’t align with 
ours 

b) There is no growth, no maturity, no refining 
when we remain in this mindset 
(1) Jesus is going to stretch the disciples – 

He is going to draw them into a deeper 
understanding of who He is and a 
deeper understanding of who they are 

2. Jesus didn’t leave Peter in a state of 
embarrassment and shame – He invited Peter, 
James, and John onto the top of a mountain and 
revealed His eternal glory to them 

3. He was joined by Elijah and Moses and they 
three discussed His coming crucifixion 
a) Peter having nothing to say said “This is 

good. Let’s stay here.” And midsentence 
God interrupts Peter and said “This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
Listen to Him.” 

4. Mark tells us that as they came down the 
mountain Jesus told them not tell anyone else 
what they saw until after He is raised from the 
dead. 



a) They kept this word to themselves, 
questioning what the rising from the dead 
meant. 

II. COMING DOWN THE MOUNTAIN 



MARK 9:14 AND WHEN HE CAME TO THE DISCIPLES, 
HE SAW A GREAT MULTITUDE AROUND THEM, AND 
SCRIBES DISPUTING WITH THEM. 15 IMMEDIATELY, 
WHEN THEY SAW HIM, ALL THE PEOPLE WERE 
GREATLY AMAZED, AND RUNNING TO HIM, GREETED 
HIM. 16 AND HE ASKED THE SCRIBES, “WHAT ARE 
YOU DISCUSSING WITH THEM?” 17 THEN ONE OF THE 
CROWD ANSWERED AND SAID, “TEACHER, I 
BROUGHT YOU MY SON, WHO HAS A MUTE SPIRIT. 
18 AND WHEREVER IT SEIZES HIM, IT THROWS HIM 
DOWN; HE FOAMS AT THE MOUTH, GNASHES HIS 
TEETH, AND BECOMES RIGID. SO I SPOKE TO YOUR 
DISCIPLES, THAT THEY SHOULD CAST IT OUT, BUT 
THEY COULD NOT.” 19 HE ANSWERED HIM AND SAID, 
“O FAITHLESS GENERATION, HOW LONG SHALL I BE 
WITH YOU? HOW LONG SHALL I BEAR WITH YOU? 
BRING HIM TO ME.” 20 THEN THEY BROUGHT HIM TO 
HIM. AND WHEN HE SAW HIM, IMMEDIATELY THE 
SPIRIT CONVULSED HIM, AND HE FELL ON THE 
GROUND AND WALLOWED, FOAMING AT THE MOUTH. 
21 SO HE ASKED HIS FATHER, “HOW LONG HAS THIS 
BEEN HAPPENING TO HIM?” AND HE SAID, “FROM 
CHILDHOOD. 22 AND OFTEN HE HAS THROWN HIM 
BOTH INTO THE FIRE AND INTO THE WATER TO 
DESTROY HIM. BUT IF YOU CAN DO ANYTHING, HAVE 
COMPASSION ON US AND HELP US.” 23 JESUS SAID 
TO HIM, “IF YOU CAN BELIEVE, ALL THINGS ARE 
POSSIBLE TO HIM WHO BELIEVES.” 24 IMMEDIATELY 
THE FATHER OF THE CHILD CRIED OUT AND SAID 
WITH TEARS, “LORD, I BELIEVE; HELP MY UNBELIEF!” 
25 WHEN JESUS SAW THAT THE PEOPLE CAME 



RUNNING TOGETHER, HE REBUKED THE UNCLEAN 
SPIRIT, SAYING TO IT, “DEAF AND DUMB SPIRIT, I 
COMMAND YOU, COME OUT OF HIM AND ENTER HIM 
NO MORE!” 26 THEN THE SPIRIT CRIED OUT, 
CONVULSED HIM GREATLY, AND CAME OUT OF HIM. 
AND HE BECAME AS ONE DEAD, SO THAT MANY SAID, 
“HE IS DEAD.” 27 BUT JESUS TOOK HIM BY THE HAND 
AND LIFTED HIM UP, AND HE AROSE. 28 AND WHEN 
HE HAD COME INTO THE HOUSE, HIS DISCIPLES 
ASKED HIM PRIVATELY, “WHY COULD WE NOT CAST 
IT OUT?” 29 SO HE SAID TO THEM, “THIS KIND CAN 
COME OUT BY NOTHING BUT PRAYER AND FASTING.” 

A. Luke tells us this is the next day.  

1. As soon as the three disciples and Jesus come 
down the mountain they are greeted by a crowd. 
And right in the middle of the crowd the nine 
disciples are arguing with the scribes 

2. Now it easy to see why Peter wanted to stay on 
top of the mountain 
a) Really, why any of us would want to stay in 

the middle of a mountain top experience 
b) Men’s retreat, women’s retreat, youth retreat 

– we leave our everyday lives and dedicate 
that time to seeking and hearing the Lord 

c) We find Him as He promises! He reveals 
Himself to us, we are in awe. Humbled 
before Him as His Spirit works in us. 



(1) And as we drive down the mountain we 
get a call from our wife that the water 
heater is broken, or ladies you walk in 
the house and it looks a tornado hit it 
and find out your kids ate cereal for 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner for three 
straight days 

d) Life hits – and it’s mundane, and it’s a 
struggle – we just saw Jesus and now were 
staring at a pile laundry 
(1) We just want to go back up that 

mountain 
3. I understand why so many people chase after 

that mountain top experience. They just want to 
stay there forever.  
a) So we fill our lives with conferences and 

retreats and seminars and church services 
and concerts – chasing after that next 
mountain top experience 

b) But just as Jesus told Peter, this is not the 
time nor the place to set up camp 

c) Solitude is important (we have seen the 
importance of that) but we can’t remain in 
solitude. Solitude must be followed by 
service. 

d) William Barclay writes in his commentary “If 
in our search for solitude we shut ourselves 
off from others, shut our ears to their appeal 
for help, shut our hearts to their cries, that is 
not “Christianity.” 



e) Jesus and the disciples had to come down 
the mountain because there was work to be 
done. 

B. What does Jesus find when He returns? 

1. The scribes and the disciples arguing. The 
scribes (who were the theologians of Jesus’s 
day) and His disciples (His followers, His 
students) debating, arguing, disputing, while the 
multitudes watch. 

2. Jesus asks “What are you arguing about?” 
When Jesus asks a question, He already knows 
the answer, but He wants them to say it. 

3. Before they can answer a father speaks up. In 
Luke’s gospel the father cried out saying 
“Teacher, I implore You, look on my son, for he 
is my only child. And behold, a spirit seizes him, 
and he suddenly cries out; it convulses him so 
that he foams at the mouth; and it departs from 
him with great difficulty, bruising him. So I 
implored Your disciples to cast it out, but they 
could not.” 

C. Hear the utter disgust in Jesus’s voice 

1. “O faithless generation, how long shall I be with 
you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him 
to Me.” 

2. Some would say Jesus was upset with His 
disciple’s inability to cast out the evil spirit, but I 
would have to disagree 



a) In Matthew 17:17 Jesus answered and said, 
“O faithless and perverse generation, how 
long shall I be with you? How long shall I 
bear with you? Bring him here to Me.” 

3. Here are two groups of men, both of which, in 
the crowd’s eyes, are representatives of God, 
and they are debating theology. Possibly 
arguing over the nature of demonic possession 
and the methods of exorcism and the type of 
demon this was and whether this man was even 
deserving of being delivered and who knows 
what else 
a) And all the while this man was left to suffer 
b) That is why Jesus was disgusted – 

supposed men of God argued while the lost 
remained lost, while the captive remained in 
captivity – and all the while the multitudes 
were watching 

 



D. This made me wonder, is our arguing making Jesus 
sick? 

1. Are we so consumed with secondary issues that 
we are losing sight of our mission? 
a) During this shutdown I’m embarrassed to 

say that the arguing and debating has only 
gotten worse 

b) Instead of being a calming presence in the 
midst of the storm we have been lured into 
arguments over when to start up the 
economy and whether or not this is the 
beginning of Armageddon and who’s 
responsible for all of this and what figure 
heads should be listening to 

c) All the while the lost remain lost and the 
world looks on 

2. In Paul’s letter to the Philippian’s, which centers 
on the Christian’s primary purpose in this world 
– to imitate Christ, he writes  
a) Phil 2:14 NIV Do everything without 

grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may 
become blameless and pure, “children of 
God without fault in a warped and 
crooked generation.” Then you will shine 
among them like stars in the sky. 



b) Paul writes to his protege Timothy in 2nd 
Timothy 2:14 NIV Keep reminding God’s 
people of these things. Warn them before 
God against quarreling about words; it is 
of no value, and only ruins those who 
listen. 15 Do your best to present 
yourself to God as one approved, a 
worker who does not need to be 
ashamed and who correctly handles the 
word of truth. 

3. There is obviously plenty of room for reasoning 
with someone and having an opinion about 
these things, but I think we are all aware of 
when a conversation deteriorates into a 
senseless pride filled argument 

III. BRING HIM TO ME 
A. Jesus’s immediate response “bring Him to me” 

1. While they argue theology, Jesus’s attention is 
on the individual 

2. He asks the boy’s father “How long has this 
been going on?” The father replied, “since 
childhood.” 

3. Why ask this question? Again a question He 
already knows the answer to. Was it for the 
crowds, to emphasize His power? The power of 
Christ has no statute of limitation.  

4. Some suggest it was for the father. Jesus was 
bringing the father’s mind back to the time that 
he allowed pagan, demonic practices into home.  



5. Regardless you can hear the desperation in the 
father’s words – if you can do anything, have 
compassion on us and help us!  

6. Jesus is already present. The compassion is 
already there. Jesus loves this boy and this 
father more then they can possibly understand. 
There is nothing left to do but to believe. All 
things are possible if one believes. 
a) This is the message of deliverance! No one 

is too far from the saving arms of Jesus 
Christ. No sinner too sinful, no wretch too 
wretched.  

7. “Lord I believe, help my unbelief.” Wonderful 
self-awareness  

B. Jesus commanded the evil spirit to leave, the spirit 
cried out, caused the young man to convulse, and 
came out of him. 

1. Then he laid there so still that people thought he 
was dead. But Jesus took him by the hand and 
lifted him up and he arose. 
a) As the scribes and disciples argued, Jesus 

cut through the crowd, found the one who 
was in need and set them free 

b) The further we drift from Jesus, and His 
purpose, the easier it will be to find 
ourselves in pointless debates 



c) When we are busy about the business of 
seeking and saving the lost there isn’t any 
time for foolish controversies, arguments 
about genealogies, quarrels, and fights 
about the Law, as Paul puts it in his letter to 
Titus. He writes in chapter 3 – these things 
are useless. Or put another way, these 
arguments are powerless. 
(1) That’s exactly what the disciples ask 

Jesus once they get him alone with him 
IV. POWERFUL OR POWERLESS 

A. Mark 9:28 And when He had come into the house, 
His disciples asked Him privately, “Why could we not 
cast it out?” 29 So He said to them, “This kind can 
come out by nothing but prayer and fasting.” 

1. Unfortunately, many read the words of Jesus 
and do exactly what He is warning against 

2. They create systems for deliverance. This kind – 
this must mean there are certain kinds of 
demons and each kind only comes out if you 
pray a certain way.  

3. Jesus isn’t saying you got the formula wrong. 
You didn’t say the magic words! 
a) Jesus said “He didn’t come out because you 

were not desperately seeking Me. You didn’t 
see the power of God because you were not 
dependent on God.” 

b) Systems do not save souls. Jesus does, and 
that is easy for the church to forget. 



B. We can get so systematic with our worship. So 
planned, so mechanical, that the Spirit of God could 
leave, and no one would notice 

1. The power of God would be gone, true 
deliverance would be gone – but we would keep 
on trucking along with our worship services, and 
our programs, and our activities and not even 
notice that Jesus had left building. 

2. But eventually we would start seeing the cracks 
in the building. Arguments would start creeping 
in, divisions, and gossip. People would simply 
have too much time on their hands. Church 
would become about us and our desperation for 
seeing the lost found would be quenched.  

3. May it never be.  
C. It is easy to get wrapped up in discussing theology. 

Debating deep theological ideas and arguments. 
There are plenty to be had. But let me leave you 
with this story  

 
The	Rescue	Society	
	
Along	a	reef-ridden,	rockbound	coast,	a	small	group	became	
concerned	about	those	who	were	losing	their	lives	in	the	
shipwrecks	that	took	place	on	the	reefs	and	rocks.	They	formed	
the	Rescue	Society	for	the	purpose	of	saving	those	who	had	
been	shipwrecked.	For	years	they	risked	themselves	to	save	
others,	often	losing	their	own	lives	for	the	sake	of	others,	but	
hundreds	were	saved	who	otherwise	would	have	been	lost.	As	
a	new	generation	entered	the	Rescue	Society,	they	decided	to	



perfect	their	techniques	for	rescue	so	that	even	more	could	be	
saved.	They	began	to	attend	rescue	workshops,	to	bring	in	
consultants	on	the	latest	rescue	techniques,	to	entertain	
salespeople	who	touted	the	latest	in	rescue	equipment.	Before	
long,	the	maintenance	and	perfection	of	the	rescue	station,	its	
techniques,	its	equipment,	became	the	focus	of	the	Rescue	
Society.	One	night,	while	the	entire	Rescue	Society	was	
attending	yet	another	meeting	to	perfect	their	rescue	skills,	a	
great	passenger	liner	struck	upon	the	reef	and	sank.	Hundreds	
of	people	were	lost	because	there	was	no	one	left	to	go	to	their	
rescue.	The	Rescue	Society	had	come	to	exist	for	its	own	
perfection	and	not	for	the	sake	of	others. 


