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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

Looking Behind the Veil 
Luke 9:28-36 

 
I. Identity Revealed 

a. Valid question 
i. Why didn’t Jesus come to earth and immediately declare that He was the 

Messiah? Why the parables? Why the cryptic teachings? Why wait 33 years to 
unveil your plan and purpose? 

1. Jesus came as an infant and as He grew He slowly and methodically 
revealed His purpose and His identity – Often discouraging others to not 
share too much about the claims He made and the miracles He performed 

ii. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life – why withhold the truth?  
b. What kindergarten teacher in their right mind would try to explain the Pythagorean 

theorem to a group of 5 year olds? 
1. They are still trying to figure out how many fingers and toes they have  

ii. You wouldn’t find a parent presenting their two-year-old with Einstein’s theory of 
relativity when they still don’t understand how gravity works 

iii. Any good teacher meets their students where they are at – and then slowly 
builds on their understanding – teaching elementary principles, laying a firm 
foundation before moving on to deeper and more complex truths 

c. Jesus doesn’t drop the immense weight of all that He is and all that He is going to do on 
the disciples because they wouldn’t have understood Him 

1. Jesus says as much in John 16 when He explains to His disciples “There 
is so much more I want to tell you, but you can’t bear it now.” You’re just 
not ready for it.  

ii. Jesus carefully built their understanding – brick by brick, lesson by lesson – 
revelation after revelation – in perfect order   

1. No skipped steps – no short cuts 
iii. That is exactly what He is doing with us. As J. Vernon Mcgee once said “The 

Christian life is more than just birth. It is growth, and it is development.” 
1. That growth and development comes from revelation – it’s happens when 

we look behind the veil – look past the natural into the supernatural – that 
growth happens when the Spirit of God opens our eyes to things far more 
substantial then all the pain and suffering and worry in this fallen world – 
growth happens when the Spirit of God reveals to us Jesus 

II. The Grand Plan 
a. Jesus started slow with the disciples – traveling around Galilee and the surrounding 

region doing Messiah stuff 
i. But the lessons have increased in frequency and depth 
ii. Have you ever watched a toddler feed ducks? – an adult tears small pieces of 

bread and throws them to the ducks. The toddler throws entire pieces of bread 
iii. What started out as breadcrumbs has now become entire pieces of bread 

b. Chapter 16 of Matthew has been a master class in the person and purpose of Jesus 
i. Revelation after revelation about His identity and His plan and their purpose, and 

we could almost see their heads spinning as Jesus pulls back layer after layer of 
His person and His plan 



ii. Jesus confirmed He is the Messiah, and the disciples are the first bricks of His 
church responsible for guiding people to front door of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
but first Jesus has to suffer and die, but if they share in His death, they will share 
in His resurrection. Jesus will come again with a reward and with judgement. 

c. Jesus is pulling back the curtain – putting more paint on the canvas – opening His 
disciples’ eyes to this grand story that all the signs and wonders were only hinting at  

i. That is what C.S. Lewis was referring to when he wrote that – Miracles (were) a 
retelling in small letters of the very same story which is written across the whole 
world in letters too large for some of us to see. 

ii. Jesus’s miracles were a glimpse of the coming Kingdom – a snapshot of the 
power and authority of our everlasting King, Jesus Christ 

d. What an emotionally exhausting week it has been for the disciples 
i. Just think about Peter’s headspace – he went from rightly acknowledging Jesus’s 

identity and being told by Jesus that he is blessed! to standing in the way of 
Jesus’s perfect plan and being told “get behind me satan” by His Rabbi. 

1. So much to take in at one time, what does Jesus have in store for them 
next 

Luke 9:28 Now it came to pass, about eight days after these sayings, that He took Peter, John, 
and James and went up on the mountain to pray. The Transfiguration 

e. 6 days later, Jesus leads 3 of his disciples up on a high mountain 
i. And who is surprisingly with them? Peter. After Jesus’s correction comes His 

grace.  
ii. It is the devil’s intention to have us confuse God’s discipline with His wrath 

1. Hebrews 12:4 NIV In your struggle against sin, you have not yet 
resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And have you 
completely forgotten this word of encouragement that addresses you 
as a father addresses his son? It says, 6 “My son, do not make light 
of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 
because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens 
everyone he accepts as his son.” 

iii. A loving father corrects and directs his children – easy to confuse that correction 
with condemnation – but that is not the heart of a loving father 

1. The wrath of God is reserved for unrighteousness and our 
unrighteousness was nailed to the cross with Christ 

2. We are clothed in His righteousness now 
3. God’s correction as an invitation to come closer, to draw near to Him 

29 As He prayed, the appearance of His face was altered, and His robe became white and 
glistening. (Mark describes Jesus as white as snow, like bleached clothing, Matthew, white as 
light) 

III. The Transfiguration 
a. This is a remarkable event 

i. After the mentally exhausting events of the past week, Jesus pulls back the veil 
and allows Peter, James, and John to stare wide eyed into eternity 

1. To briefly look at the true life – a life far more substantial than the one we 
are living now. We live in a world of shadows but what the disciples saw 
was permanent and eternal. 

ii. They saw Jesus as He will forever be – in His glorified state 
1. Listen to how the Apostle John describes the resurrected Christ in 

Revelation 1 – “The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as 
snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze 
glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters.” 
 



b. Jesus gave His disciples exactly what they needed in that moment 
i. A promise that His suffering and His glory were not at odds with one another but 

two sides of the same coin 
ii. They had heard Jesus say that He must suffer and die in Jerusalem, but their 

anxiety silenced the promise that followed – and I will rise again on the third day 
iii. We have a natural tendency to fixate on the negative, to dwell on the darkness of 

this world 
1. We remember insults while forgetting encouragements, gossip flows so 

much more naturally then gratefulness, criticism seems to be our primary 
language  

2. When we live in that space – in this world that space immense – we often 
miss the promises of God – we don’t hear Jesus 

iv. John 11:20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, 
went and met Him, but Mary was sitting in the house. 21 Now Martha said 
to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. 
22 But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You.” 
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to Him, 
“I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 25 Jesus 
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, 
though he may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me 
shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I 
believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the 
world.” 

1. News headlines – This is the scariest thing ever, Coronavirus will change 
the world permanently, The Coronavirus Inflicts Its Own Kind of Terror, 
Covid-19 Comparable to the Apocalypse, It’s Terrifying 

2. There’s nothing wrong with staying informed but if we live in this space, 
we will certainly miss what Jesus is saying to us 

c. What Jesus is providing the disciples with here is hope 
i. Yes, things will get dark. The days ahead will be difficult but look at what is on 

the other side. 
1. That is the hope Jesus gives us in every situation, every trial, every valley 

covered by the shadow of sin of death – He gives us a picture of what lies 
on the other side  

ii. Hope is the confident expectation of coming good.  
1. That confident expectation is developed in the presence of Jesus  

iii. J.C. Ryle does a great job of articulating this when he writes “Now is the season 
for carrying the cross, and sharing in our Savior's humiliation. The crown, the 
kingdom, the glory, are all yet to come. Christ and His people are now, like King 
David in the cave, despised, and lightly esteemed by the world. There seems no 
form or loveliness in Him, or in His service. But the hour comes, and will soon be 
here, when Christ shall take to Himself His great power and reign, and put down 
every enemy under His feet. And then the glory which was first seen for a few 
minutes, by three witnesses on the Mount of Transfiguration, shall be seen by all 
the world, and never hidden to all eternity.” 

30 And behold, two men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in 
glory and spoke of His decease which He was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 But Peter 
and those with him were heavy with sleep; and when they were fully awake, they saw His glory 
and the two men who stood with Him. 

IV. Jesus Was Not Alone 
a. Jesus could have appeared to the disciples alone in His transfigured glorified state, but 

He was joined by Moses and Elijah 



i. Mere men who had been dead for thousands of years, appearing in the same 
glory as Jesus himself – talking to Jesus as one would talk to a friend 

ii. Jesus not only provides the disciples with a picture of His true self, but He also 
provides us all with a picture of what we shall be – our true selves 

1. Appearing in glory talking face to face with Jesus as we would with a 
friend 

b. What were they discussing?  “It’s about time isn’t Jesus? Every animal we sacrificed for 
our sins and the sins of the people, every time we purified our hands, and rested on the 
Sabbath, every time we celebrated the Passover, and the Feast of Weeks, and the 
Feast of Tabernacles – it all pointed to this moment. It’s almost here. 

i. Two men who lived by faith and now were enjoying the rewards of that faith. 
Living in the presence of their Savior and King.  

ii. What a wonderful encouragement to the disciples and to us. 
32 But Peter and those with him were heavy with sleep; and when they were fully awake, they 
saw His glory and the two men who stood with Him. 33 Then it happened, as they were parting 
from Him, that Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make 
three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 

c. Or as Mark records it - because he did not know what to say, for they were greatly 
afraid. 

i. Peter wanted to build tents – possibly to stay there, live in that moment as we 
often want to do during a spiritual high – and he seems to put Moses and Elijah 
on Jesus’s level – a mistake that many in Jesus’s time had made, and many 
make today 

1. But Jesus is the central figure here as we’ll see in a moment 
d. Peter not knowing what to say, said – a verse that captures our current climate perfectly 

i. Put another way, Peter, having nothing to say, said.  
ii. There is a very real pressure today to have an opinion about every topic, to put 

out content, to update our status with something new, to keep our blog active, to 
have something to say 

1. I’ve seen this within the mainstream Christian community recently – an 
overwhelming amount of content surrounding COVID-19 and the recent 
pandemic – everyone has a take, everyone has a response 

2. Which is obviously understandable – but there seemed to be a rush to 
speak that only highlighted a greater issue 

Matthew 17:5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and 
suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. Hear Him!” 6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and were greatly 
afraid. 

V. Slow to Speak, Quick to Listen 
a. We have a bad habit rushing to speak before stopping to listen 

i. Really listen – and not to the noise around us – but to the Spirit of the living God 
ii. It’s amazing how opinionated we can be on subjects we know very little about – 

we watch a 10 minute youtube video or after we read a couple of headlines  
b. There are three liberating words that we need to reintroduce into our vocabulary – “I 

don’t know” 
i. God interrupts Peter mid-sentence. This is My beloved Son, In Whom I am well 

pleased – Listen to Him. 
ii. At the sound of God’s voice, the disciples fall on their faces – silent before Him 
iii. Sometimes “I don’t know” is best said with silence because when we are silent, 

we can listen. When we are listening, we are learning. 



iv. Silence is an act of humility and if there is anything we can learn from this 
pandemic, it is humility. We don’t have all the answers, we are not in control, our 
understanding is limited and it okay to say “I don’t know.” 

1. That doesn’t mean we remain silent all of the time but we want our words 
to flow from spiritual (heavenly) wisdom and understanding, not earthly 
wisdom 

2. King Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes 3 – there is a time to speak, and there 
is a time to be silent 

3. James gives us an idea of how to weigh each of these things out - James 
1:19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should 
be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 

v. We don’t always have to have an opinion or have everything figured out. Instead 
of rushing to speak, rushing to have an opinion, we are much better served 
slowing down and listening to what the Spirit has to say 

7 But Jesus came and touched them and said, “Arise, and do not be afraid.” 8 When they had 
lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 

VI. Fear is Gone 
a. Moses and Elijah are gone – but Jesus alone remained – they saw no one but Jesus 

i. Jesus, give us more moments like this – where we see no one but You. 
ii. And He says “arise, and do not be afraid.” 
iii. When we accept what we don’t know, it frees us up to set our minds and share 

what we do know 
iv. We can have confidence in the invitation that Jesus offers in this passage. See 

Me and see what is to come.  
1. In this world you will trials and tribulation and uncertainty but be of good 

cheer I have overcome the world 
2. I am the Messiah and you are my church. I have suffered and died for 

your sins and I am now alive preparing a place for you.  
3. And I give you the keys to the Kingdom – go out and invite people in. 
4. And one day I will return in my glory and I will call you out of this 

temporary world and you will join me in my glory forever.  


