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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

MATTHEW 16:21-26 
THE PARADOX 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. First I want to say, “Hello” to the Calvary Central Family, and to those who may be 
joining us today for our service. 

1. As a quick reminder – we have a new online webpage to help your little ones 
during this time of social distancing at https://www.calvarycentralchildren.org. 

2. You will find some videos, lessons and coloring pages there, with more to come 
as we add content. 
a) Have your children check it out! 

 
B. The title of today’s teaching is “THE PARADOX”. 

1. And “NO” that is not a couple of Dr’s having a cup of coffee together. 
2. Let me give you the definition of paradox. 

a) “A statement or proposition that, despite sound (or apparently sound) 
reasoning from acceptable premises, leads to a conclusion that seems 
senseless, logically unacceptable, or self-contradictory.” 

b) Let me give you a few examples: 
(1) “This is the beginning of the end.” 
(2) “Please ignore this notice.” 
(3) “If you are illiterate, then write to us and we will send you a free of 

charge instruction booklet on how to read.” 
(4) God died! 

3. Jesus is about to make a few statements that will “rock” Peter’s world! 
a) How do you wrap your brain around what Jesus is about to tell them all. 

(1) How do you kill God? 
(2) Peter just had a revelation that Jesus is the Christ, the son of the 

living God! 
(a) And now Jesus tells them that He must die! 

(i) Let’s take a look. 
 

II. MATTHEW 16:21 (NKJV) — 21 FROM THAT TIME JESUS BEGAN TO SHOW TO HIS 
DISCIPLES THAT HE MUST GO TO JERUSALEM, AND SUFFER MANY THINGS FROM 
THE ELDERS AND CHIEF PRIESTS AND SCRIBES, AND BE KILLED, AND BE RAISED 
THE THIRD DAY.  

A. Have you ever had your hopes and dreams shattered? 

1. …a marriage that didn’t last although you wanted it to? 
2. …the purchase of a home that fell through? 
3. …a diagnosis that made you wonder how God could let that happen? 
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B. The disciples are just figuring out who Jesus really is – and most likely thinking that all 
their hopes, and dreams, and prayer will finally be answered! 

1. That Jesus will over-throw the Roman government and they will finally be free.  
That a kingdom of righteousness will finally reign! 
a) Human nature would lead me to believe that Peter especially - heard three  

words that made no sense to him. 
(1) Jerusalem, suffer, and killed. 
(2) I could be wrong but I am betting he didn’t get to the last part or if 

he did, he didn’t understand it: 
(a) … and be raised the third day! 
 

III. MATTHEW 16:22 (NKJV) — 22 THEN PETER TOOK HIM ASIDE AND BEGAN TO REBUKE 
HIM, SAYING, “FAR BE IT FROM YOU, LORD; THIS SHALL NOT HAPPEN TO YOU!”  

A. Peter’s statement would be the equivalent of, “No way, this is not going to happen to 
you, not under my watch!” 

1. Now, those statements can almost seem noble at first glance, but Peter’s words 
and demeanor was in no way noble. 
a) Rebuke = express sharp disapproval or criticism of (someone) because of 

their behavior or actions. 
b) Peter pulled Jesus aside and scolded Him!  Not a wise move. 

 
IV. MATTHEW 16:23 (NKJV) — 23 BUT HE TURNED AND SAID TO PETER, “GET BEHIND 

ME, SATAN! YOU ARE AN OFFENSE TO ME, FOR YOU ARE NOT MINDFUL OF THE 
THINGS OF GOD, BUT THE THINGS OF MEN.”  

A. Even IF we give Peter the benefit of the doubt and there was some love involved on his 
part – Jesus was not happy about it! 

1. First, He puts him in his place – “behind Him” 
2. Next He tells Peter He is offended by him. 
3. And lastly that he is in the flesh! 

a) It is extremely important to understand that we do NOT need to be demon 
possessed to “used” by satan! 
(1) Peter, because of the news he just heard, slipped from the spirit 

into the flesh. 
(a) And it can happen that fast!  And it can happen to us also! 

(i) Job 15:8 (NKJV) — 8 Have you heard the counsel 
of God? Do you limit wisdom to yourself?  

(ii) Job 40:2 (NKJV) — 2 “Shall the one who contends 
with the Almighty correct Him? He who rebukes 
God, let him answer it.”  

(iii) Romans 11:34 (NKJV) — 34 “For who has known 
the mind of the LORD? Or who has become His 
counselor?”  

4. Jesus has just made a “statement or proposition that, despite sound (or 
apparently sound) reasoning from acceptable premises, leads to a conclusion 
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that seems senseless, logically unacceptable, or self-contradictory.” 
a) And Paul is facing a paradox: 

(1) Even though the statement and proposition is coming from the 
Christ, the Son of the living God, Peter’s conclusion is that it 
makes no sense. 
(a) It is illogical and unacceptable and completely contradictory 

to his former revelation that Jesus is the son of God! 
(i) How do we react when faced with things that make no 

sense? 
(ii) Do they take us out of the spirit and into the flesh? 
(iii) Do we try to reconcile and solve the issue on our 

own? 
(iv) Or do we simply trust and obey? 

 
V. MATTHEW 16:24–26 (NKJV) — 24 THEN JESUS SAID TO HIS DISCIPLES, “IF ANYONE 

DESIRES TO COME AFTER ME, LET HIM DENY HIMSELF, AND TAKE UP HIS CROSS, 
AND FOLLOW ME. 25 FOR WHOEVER DESIRES TO SAVE HIS LIFE WILL LOSE IT, BUT 
WHOEVER LOSES HIS LIFE FOR MY SAKE WILL FIND IT. 26 FOR WHAT PROFIT IS IT 
TO A MAN IF HE GAINS THE WHOLE WORLD, AND LOSES HIS OWN SOUL? OR WHAT 
WILL A MAN GIVE IN EXCHANGE FOR HIS SOUL?  

A. We will face many paradoxes in life.  Will those pull us into the flesh? 

1. If we have decided to follow Jesus, please understand that there is a price to 
pay. 
a) It is a price that cost Jesus everything and He paid that price for everyone! 
b) But we are required to pay a price also. 

(1) The cross was nothing but a sign of death – Jesus is telling the 
Disciples, “If you really want to follow me, pleasing yourself can’t be 
your motivation.” 

(2) And here comes another one of those paradoxes – 25 For 
whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for My sake will find it. 
(a) Everyone loses their life eventually!  But when you lose that 

life in Jesus, you actually begin to live for the very first time! 
(b) What is a life worth?  I would say a lot!!  But our bodies are 

here for a while then gone, but the soul lives on! 
(i) If we break this down a bit, Jesus is actually saying 

that the soul is worth more that the body. 
 

VI. WHERE WILL YOU SPEND ETERNITY? 

A. I think Peter is probably, for the first time, facing the reality of what it will mean to follow 
Jesus! 

1. The concept of what that meant to him (up to this point) - was far from what 
Jesus KNEW it meant. 
a) And as Jesus explains the realities of what it really means it – it begins to 

hit him, and it trips him up!  And he deals with it the same way he has 
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dealt with things his whole life before Christ…..in his flesh. 
 

VII. CONCLUSION 

A. In my life as a Christian I have faced a few of these paradoxes and I would like to say 
that I have handled them better than Peter, but I cannot. 

1. I have sometimes pulled Jesus aside and tried to point out where He was wrong, 
and even counselled Him how to do it correctly! 
a) But He still loves me, and He still loves Peter, and He still loves you! 
b) Jesus can handle our imperfections and even our fears if we will just let 

Him. 
 

B. And I will close with this: 

1. Philippians 2:5–11 (NKJV) — 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery 
to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form 
of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the 
point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly 
exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those 
on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  


