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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

Who Do You Say That I Am? 
Matthew 16:13-20 

 
 

I. The Answer to the Question 
a. Many commentators divide Matthew’s gospel into two parts or two volumes – chapter 

16 is the dividing line 
i. The reason why is seen in the verses before us – part 1 of Matthew’s gospel 

dealt with the question “Who is this man?” and everything that follows deals with 
the answer to that question 

b. It is important to read this through the disciple’s point of view 
i. We sit on the other side of Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension. We know 

how the story ends.  
ii. The disciples did not.  Not fully anyway. You see this in their confusion as Jesus 

silences the storm. “Who is this man that the wind and the sea obey him?  
iii. Or in James and John’s request to cast fire down on a Samaritan village because 

of their rejection of Jesus. Jesus rebuked them – “You don’t get it! The Son of 
Man came not to destroy people's lives but to save them.” 

iv. Misunderstanding of Jesus’s parables and His analogies – last week when Jesus 
warned them about the leaven of the Pharisee’s they thought He was upset 
because they had forgotten to bring bread on their journey 

v. There were also the times they called Jesus’s motives in to question – “Do you 
even care that we are perishing?” Same question Martha asked Jesus “Do you 
even care?” 

c. Throughout their time together, Jesus has been inviting the disciples into a deeper 
understanding of who He is 

i. The disciples didn’t fully understand the identity and nature of Jesus, but they 
were willing to follow Him long enough to find out. 

 
Matthew 16:13 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, 
saying, “Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” 14 So they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” 17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for 
flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.18 And I also say 
to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall 
not prevail against it. 19 And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He was Jesus 
the Christ. 
 

II. Who Do They Say That I Am? 
a. Jesus’ set up question. “who do others say that I am?” 

i. What is the word on the street? Their answer “Some say John the Baptist, some 
Elijah, others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 



1. People saw the miracles, heard the authority with which Jesus preached, 
and could not deny that He had a unique connection with God 

2. Their conclusion – Jesus must be a prophet – the likes of Elijah, or 
Jeremiah, or John the Baptist 

3. Their understanding of Jesus took them down the right road but didn’t lead 
them far enough 

a. There are so many people today who have traveled down the road 
of Jesus’ identity but have not traveled far enough 

b. Spiritual guide with solid ideas about how we should live the likes of 
Gandhi or Mother Theresa, a teacher, or a prophet – valuable input 
on how we should shape our worldview – His teachings are a 
useful tool for the betterment of our society – means to obtaining 
our best life now  

b. Jesus’ life and teachings do not allow for that conclusion 
i. C.S. Lewis explains – the claims of Jesus only leave room for 3 conclusions 

1. Liar – a conman – the likes of which the world has never seen 
a. Not sure what he would have to gain being that his con ultimately 

led him to the cross  
2. He was insane – crazy – no different than a man walking down the street 

arguing with himself – completely out of touch with reality and in need of 
psychological treatment 

a. Illogical because of his supernatural understanding of the heart of 
man 

3.  Final option – He was and is exactly who He claimed to be 
a. God in the flesh, come to earth to pay for the sins of mankind on a 

wooden cross, crucified, placed in a tomb and raised to life 3 days 
later – the one who defeated death – and ascended to the Father – 
offering reconcilation with God for all those who will believe on His 
name 

ii. There is no room for any other conclusion about the identity of Jesus. He simply 
does not allow for it. 

1. Here comes the important question 
III. Who Do You Say That I Am? 

a. There it is! All of the disciple’s time and training with Jesus has led up to this question. 
i. Remember Jesus didn’t appear one day with a flash of light and the sound of 

trumpets and say I’m here! The Messiah has arrived! Instead He carefully and 
deliberately laid the ground work – inviting the disciples to come and see first – to 
watch as He caused the lame to walk, and the blind to see, as He set the 
captives free, a raised the dead to life.  

1. Now the time had come – “Who do you say that I am?” After everything 
you have heard and seen from Me – who am I? 

ii. That is the question on which everything else rests on. How we settle this 
question in our minds and our hearts will determine the path our life takes. 

1. More so than our upbringing or our financial status or our education or our 
personality – this question is the most important question we will ever 
answer.  

iii. Keep in mind – our stated beliefs are not always our actual beliefs. This isn’t a 
trivia question - if we simply recite the correct answer, we win a prize. 

1. We are talking about stepping into the reality of Jesus as Savior and King 
2. It is a question of power and authority 

iv. There are many who answer the question correctly with their lips but deny it with 
their lives 



b. Simon Peter steps forward as the spokesman for the disciples and says “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God.”  

i. Christ is not Jesus’ last name – it is a title. In Greek it is Christos which means 
The Anointed One and in Hebrew it is mashiach – where we get the word 
Messiah 

ii. Simon Peter is saying – you are the Messiah – you are the one we have been 
waiting for since the fall of man in the garden 

1. You are the promised one – the one who has come the crush the head of 
the serpent with your heel  

iii. We may think “duh, of course He is!” But we have the full story at our disposal. 
The disciples did not. 

1. They knew the Messiah was coming back, the scripture spoke of this, but 
questions would have remained – what would he be like? How would He 
deliver us? 

2. With these questions came assumptions – He would come in power and 
authority – as a King or a mighty commander! He would come with the 
armies of heaven and overthrow the Roman government setting all the 
Jews free. 

3. Those assumptions would have just got in the way of reality. Jesus came 
to this world as an infant, born into a lower-class family, from a small 
insignificant town. 

a. This certainly couldn’t be the Messiah that the prophets spoke of, 
but indeed it was 

4. And everything in the gospels going forward centers on this answer  
c. Simon Peter adds – you are the Son of the Living God 

i. When we truly study the life and teachings of Jesus, this the only reasonable 
conclusion Jesus leaves us with.  

1. He is more than a teacher, more than a prophet, more than a spiritual 
guide – He is God in the flesh. He shares in the personhood of His Father. 

IV. My Father Revealed This 
a. Jesus’ response – Blessed are you! That is the trajectory of a life that comes to saving 

knowledge of this truth. Blessed – Oh how happy. 
i. Jesus adds – Simon Peter, flesh and blood has not revealed this to you – you 

didn’t come to this conclusion on your own 
1. You didn’t lay out a mind map – connecting the dots between my miracles 

and my teachings and the teachings of the prophets and then deliberating 
with the other disciples and coming to a logical conclusion based primary 
on the firing synapses in your brain 

ii. My Father in heaven revealed this to you. God opened your eyes. Yes, you had 
to be willing – you had to answer the call to follow Me but it was God who opened 
your eyes to the knowledge of who I am 

b. We are completely and totally dependent on God’s revelation to grow in our 
understanding of who Jesus is – it is a spiritual work 

i. 1 Cor 2: 9 NIV However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear 
has heard, and what no human mind has conceived” the things God has 
prepared for those who love him— 10 these are the things God has 
revealed to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep 
things of God. 11 For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own 
spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God 
except the Spirit of God. 12 What we have received is not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God 
has freely given us. 



c. Too often our understanding of Jesus is shaped by how we answer Jesus’ first question 
i. Who do others say I am? We live in the information age – an age of information 

overload. Everyone has an opinion about everything. 
ii. That includes opinions about Jesus – there’s blogs, and books, and teachings, 

and friends -  all telling us who they think Jesus is 
1. Then add to that our own bias about who we want Jesus to be – who we 

tell ourselves Jesus is 
iii. If we are not careful, what we know about Jesus can become just a projection of 

other people’s opinions about Him 
1. Some of these things can be very helpful when rooted in the truth of God’s 

Word 
d. A true understanding of Jesus is born of the Spirit in a living, active, relationship with 

Him 
i. As we spend time with Him in prayer, as we study His Word, as we spend time in 

Christ-centered fellowship using our gifts to build one another up 
ii. That leads us to what Jesus says next 

17 Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven.18 And I also say to you that you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against it 

V. I Know Who You Are 
a.  My Father has revealed to you who I am – and now I will reveal to you who you are 

i. To know God is also to be known by God 
b. There is a lot of church history and tradition that has been built on these two verses – 

some good and some not so good 
i. The Catholic Church uses verse 18 to solidify the position and authority of the 

Pope – pointing to Peter as the first Pope 
ii. They elevate the role of Peter and the other apostles well above anything God 

had ever intended 
1. The treatment of the apostles now borders on idolatry – their supposed 

tombs treated as sacred temples – the toes of a statue of Peter in the 
Vatican have been completely warn off by people touching and kissing his 
feet hoping for a blessing 

2. An act that I know Peter would have torn his robe over 
c. What was Jesus saying to Peter? 

i. Jesus has been setting Peter up for this moment since the 1st chapter in John – 
Peter’s given name was Simon but in John 1 Jesus said to him “Your name 
Simon, son of John – from now on you will be called Peter.” 

1. Peter wasn’t a proper name at this time. It meant sliver or piece of rock, or 
small stone. It would be like calling someone leaf or shrub. 

ii. Jesus is using a play on words with Peter – He says Peter, Petros, you are a 
piece of rock but on this rock “Petra” a mass of rock – I will build my church 

1. Hear the pronouns - I will build MY church 
a. Jesus is the chief cornerstone, He is the master builder, and the 

church belongs to Him – that is the definition of the true church 
iii. And all the forces of evil and death will not prevail against it 

1. After Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, the church entered into a time of 
great persecution under the Roman Empire and has lived in persecution 
ever since 

2. The Roman empire has fallen and the church still stands today 
3. The promise is this – Anything built by Jesus, on Jesus, belonging to 

Jesus will never fall 



VI. The First Stone Down 
a. Peter is not the chief cornerstone of the church – Jesus is – scripture makes that very 

clear 
i. But Jesus is not saying “Peter – you are a worthless little pebble with no value, 

no significance.  
ii. In an attempt to avoid elevating the apostles too highly, let’s not diminish their 

role either 
b. Jesus changed Simon’s name to Peter for a reason – and it wasn’t to belittle him. 

i. Look at what Peter writes in 1 Peter 2: 4 NIV As you come to him, the living 
Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him— 5 
you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a 
holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ. 

ii. Eph 2: 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but 
fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, 20 
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined 
together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 

1. Peter was a small stone but he the other apostles were the first stones 
down – built on the foundation of Christ 

c. It is only light of this that the next verse makes sense 
i. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind 

on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. 

1. Keys were given to the steward of the house by the master of the house 
and they came with the authority of their master – Joseph/Potiphar, 
Joseph/Pharaoh 

ii. You have the keys to the front door and authority to invite people in – go and 
invite everyone! 

1. That’s exactly what Peter and the apostles did. Just read the book of Acts 
– Peter invites the Jews, then the Samaritans, and then the gentiles 

2. Everyone’s invited! 
iii. Bind on Earth, Loosen on Earth – strange language now but not during Jesus 

time – they were terms commonly used by rabbis  
1. Bind or Tie up – meant to forbit someone or something from coming in – 

person or a doctrine 
2. Lose – Untie – meant to welcome in 

d. Everyone is welcome in the Kingdom of Heaven but there is only one way in – one door 
i. It was the apostle’s responsibility to point people to that door and discourage 

people from attempting to enter by some other means 
1. Any other way meant death so they we were tasked with the responsibility 

of protecting the integrity of the gospel 
2. Making the true gospel known through word and deed while binding false 

teaching and false teachers  
VII. Keys to the Kingdom 

a. That task has not changed 
i. We are still called to build up the church. To lay down a legacy of faithfulness to 

Jesus that the next generation can be built on. 
ii. We are here today because of the faithfulness of the early church and the early 

believers who made up the church 
1. Men and women who endured great persecution for the sake of Christ 



iii. Men and women who depended on Jesus as their foundation and their master 
builder 

1. We are here because of the generation before us – that protected the 
supremacy of God’s Word and exampled sacrificial love and generosity 

b. 1 Cor 14:26 What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come 
together, each of you has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a 
tongue or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that the church may be 
built up. 

i. Let us continue to look to Jesus and use our gifts to build one another up  
ii. We are the next layer of Christ’s church – just small stones, part of the much 

larger structure – small but not insignificant 


