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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

“What We Don’t Know” 
Matthew 16:1-12 

 
I. Introduction (Birthdays – Pastor John and Naeem and Isaiah) 

a. Buzzwords – unprecedented – in certain contexts is not reassuring – like going to the 
doctor and them saying “I’ve never seen anything like that before 

i. Uncertainty – uncertainty surrounding our health and finances and general way 
of life 

ii. Understandable that people are anxious and stressed – no one really knows 
what that immediate future holds 

b. I was reminded of a couple things this week 
i. We were all created for this season. This has always been part of our life story. 
ii. Our life didn’t somehow hit a detour or run of the rails 

1. This is part of our discipleship, part of our training 
2. And there are deep, life changing lessons to be learned 

iii. There’s a potential to come out on the other side of this loving and trusting Jesus 
more than we ever have 

1. And loving and serving others better than we ever have 
c. This won’t happen by accident 

i. Just as much as there is potential for Spiritual Growth, there is a potential for 
regression 

1. This just all becomes a huge waste of time – jump from one distraction to 
the next – Facebook, Instagram, Netflix, the news – repeat 

2. At worst – we escape into some old behaviors – some old thought 
patterns 

ii. The pandemic may end but marriage is strained, or I’m riddled with anxiety and 
worry, we’re overly stressed and unable to cope with what comes next 

d. This morning’s teaching – Jesus guides us through the chaos – warns us of potential 
roadblocks 

i. Mindsets that can and will be detrimental to our walk with Him  
ii. Leads us to a place of peace and rest in Him 

II. Blind Spots 
a. I am convinced that men have a built-in blind spot 

i. It’s the only explanation for what I experience on a weekly basis 
ii. Standing in front of the fridge – asking where the OJ is – and my wife walks up 

slowly and methodically and points to it – and it was right in front of my face 
b. Humanity is and has always been plagued with severe blind spots – a lack of 

understanding, a severe disability that keeps us from seeing what is right in front of us 
i. Jesus explained this in Matthew 13:13 Therefore I speak to them in parables, 

because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they 
understand. 14 And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: 
‘Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, And seeing you will see 
and not perceive; 15 For the hearts of this people have grown dull. Their 
ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes they have closed, Lest they should 
see with their eyes and hear with their ears, Lest they should understand 
with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them.’ 



ii. The New Testament is filled with this kind of language – there’s a seeing that 
means really seeing, really understanding – eyes are opened to the reality of 
what is in front of you – then there is spiritual blindness 

1. In Matthew 15, Jesus calls the Pharisees blind guides – they are the blind 
leading the blind and they are all going to end up in a ditch 

2. Jesus really gets rolling in Matthew 23 – when He pronounces woe to the 
Pharisees – again He calls them blind guides, blind fools (twice), blind 
guides again, and finally, so there is no question who He is referring to 
“blind Pharisees” 

iii. Yet – what have we seen from the Pharisees? An overconfidence in their own 
understanding – a gross overestimation of their ability to see and to hear and to 
know 

1. And we are all guilty of this.  
a. I am immensely grateful for the scientists, and the researchers, and 

the physicians who have dedicated their lives to studying the 
human body for the sake of finding new treatments and cures.  

b. And we have made some ground breaking advancements in so 
many areas of medicine – advancements that have changed 
people’s lives 

c. But life as we know it has been brought to a standstill by a tiny 
microorganism that we know very little about 

2. In a moment, we are reminded that for all our advancements, we are still 
not in control – our vision is still very limited – and that reminder isn’t 
necessarily a bad thing (Not making light of the suffering) 

c. One of many wonderful things that can come out of this unprecedented time is 
perspective, a better understanding of what is true 

i. That truth is the acknowledgment that we are terribly near sighted and our vision 
is sorely lacking but the one who knows all and sees all and understands all is 
promising to lead us if we will just look to Him 

Matthew 16:1Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing Him asked that He would 
show them a sign from heaven. 2 He answered and said to them, “When it is evening you say, 
‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red’; 3 and in the morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, 
for the sky is red and threatening.’ Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the sky, 
but you cannot discern the signs of the times. 4 A wicked and adulterous generation seeks 
after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.” And He left 
them and departed.  

III. Seeking a Sign 
a. Pharisees and Sadducees came testing Jesus 

i. The fact that the Pharisees and Sadducees have come all the way down from 
Jerusalem together shows us how much of a threat Jesus has become to their 
way of life 

ii. Remember the Pharisees and Sadducees were religious leaders and that also 
made them political leaders – religion played a part in every area of Jewish life. 
And because of that they held a great deal of power and influence over the Jews 

1. That didn’t mean they were on the same team. The disagreed about key 
theological points – spirits, angels, heaven, hell, resurrection from the 
dead – the Pharisees were much more invested in the religion of the 
scriptures while the Sadducees were more secular in their approach to 
politics 

iii. But here they are united against Jesus – two opposing political parties, joining 
together against one man from the small village of Nazareth 
 



b. They came down from Jerusalem to test Jesus 
i. Same word Matthew uses in Chapter 4 when satan temps Jesus 

1. Satan said “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 
Prove it.  

ii. The Pharisees and Sadducees are demanding the same thing – show us a sign 
from heaven – prove that you are from God – give us evidence so that we may 
believe 

1. But no miracle would be sufficient for them. Their pride would not allow 
them to see Jesus for who He was 

2. The signs were already there, the miracles had already been performed. 
Jesus had taught openly in public and His teachings were like no other 

3. A lack of evidence wasn’t keeping them from believing, it was a lack of 
humility 

iii. This test wasn’t about evidence it was about control. It was about authority. 
“Jesus perform a miracle on our terms. Work on our terms. Do what we want you 
to do when we want you to do it and then we will believe.” 

1. Jesus does not and will not play that game – not with satan, not with the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, and not with us. 

2. This idea of seeing and then believing is not Biblical. As one author puts it 
“The power of God is made apparent after we come to Him in faith, 
believe on His Son, and trust His promises. We don’t see until we believe.” 

c. Jesus’s response 
i. You have eyes, why can’t you see? You can look at the sky and determine what 

kind of weather is on the way. 
1. This would be like Jesus saying to us – you have lived in Phoenix long 

enough; you know what is coming when you see those thick monsoon 
clouds – you see that wall of dust making its way towards you – your fairly 
bright – you can make an educated guess. 

2. How is it that you can see the clouds and know what is coming, but you 
can’t see Me for who I am? You obviously have eyes that can see, and I 
mind that can rationalize. What is missing? 

ii. Hypocrites! Fakes! Frauds! You can see, you can understand, but you don’t want 
to. 

1. I believe that the Pharisees and Sadducees had a better understanding of 
Jesus than the disciples did at this point and that terrified them.  

d. “It is a wicked or evil and adulterous generation that seeks a sign” 
i. Jesus isn’t saying He is done healing or done performing miracles. He is making 

it very clear that the prideful will not see Him work 
1. God resists the proud and gives grace to the humble 

ii. There is a difference between demanding a sign so that we will believe, and 
pleading for Jesus to work because we believe 

1. We saw that with the gentile woman pleading for her daughter, and the 
woman who had been internally bleeding for many years 

2. They fought to be in Jesus’s presence because they believed 
e. But before Jesus leaves, He says this – and it’s the second time He has said this – I will 

give you one more sign, the sign of the prophet Jonah 
i. Why does Jesus use the story of Jonah as an example? 
ii. Obvious reason – Jonah was in the belly of the fish for 3 days and 3 nights and 

Jesus was buried in a tomb for 3 days and 3 nights and they both rose again  
iii. I think Jesus is pointing to something else as well 

1. The contrast between the Ninevites and the Pharisees 



2. Jonah preached a message of repentance – a sermon that was 7 words 
long and the Ninevites believed.  

a. Their hearts were ready – just like the hearts of the poor, the lame, 
the blind, the sinners – the poor in Spirit – their hearts were ready 
for Jesus’s message of repentance and forgiveness 

3. What a stark contrast to the Pharisees and Sadducees who had seen 
years of miracles and even now had the son of God standing right before 
them and they still rejected Him. 

iv. And we read - He left them and departed 
Matthew 16:5 Now when His disciples had come to the other side, they had forgotten to take 
bread. 6 Then Jesus said to them, “Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and 
the Sadducees.” 7 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “It is because we have 
taken no bread.” 8 But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, “O you of little faith, why do you 
reason among yourselves because you have brought no bread? 9 Do you not yet understand, 
or remember the five loaves of the five thousand and how many baskets you took up? 10 Nor 
the seven loaves of the four thousand and how many large baskets you took up? 11 How is it 
you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread?—but to beware of 
the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 12 Then they understood that He did not tell 
them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

IV. Jesus Our Provider 
a. Jesus, being the wonderful teacher that He is, uses this opportunity to teach the 

disciples 
i. Reflecting on what had just taken place and He tells the twelve – “watch out for 

the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 
ii. Watch out for that kind of thinking, that heart posture – guard yourself against it. 

It can creep in. It starts small and then it grows.  
1. It is a warning to the disciples, and it is a warning to us. 
2. Jesus says in Luke 12 the leaven or the yeast of the Pharisees is their 

hypocrisy – puffed up faith that has no substance 
b. Just like the Pharisees, His own disciples failed to understand Him – they failed to see 

Him for who He was 
i. But for a different reason – It wasn’t pride as much as it was panic - sudden 

uncontrollable fear or anxiety, often causing wildly unthinking behavior 
ii. They completely missed the message because their eyes were focused on what 

they didn’t have  
iii. Panic sets in when we look at life strictly through the lens of our circumstances or 

more specifically the lens of what we lack 
1. Anything we think we need and do not have has the potential to dominate 

our thought life.  
2. We are seeing this now – panic shopping – the threat of lack terrifies – the 

fear of not having enough to eat – for many of us for the first time ever, 
that has actually crossed our minds 

3. Not having enough terrifies us especially in this culture of abundance, but 
it is exactly that kind of thinking that keeps us from seeing Jesus clearly. 

a. Fixing our eyes on what we don’t have gives us tunnel vision and 
has the same effect that pride does – distorts our view of Jesus 

4. If pride looks at life and says “I am in control” – Panic looks at life and 
says “no one is in control” 

c. There is hope in all of this 
i. Eventually the prideful fall – eventually we learn that painful but possibly life 

changing lesson that we are not in control 
1. Many are learning that lesson now 



ii. But that pride will turn to panic and despair unless we turn to Jesus 
iii. If we fail to turn to Jesus, eventually this crisis will pass, the panic will subside, 

and we will return to that false belief that we are in control – and the cycle will 
continue 

1. But Jesus breaks that cycle of blindness – Both worldviews – I am in 
control or no one is in control are false – both lenses are distorted 

2. It’s not until we look to Jesus and trust that He is in control that we really 
begin to see 

d. What does Jesus say to the disciples? 
i. O you of little faith, haven’t I made it plain that I am your provider. Bread is not an 

issue. Remember when I fed the 5,000 and then the 4,000? Remember when I 
said “don’t worry about what you will eat? Look at the birds and how my Father 
cares for them and you are far more valuable to my Father or when I said I am 
the bread of life, eat from me and never hunger?” 

ii. How is it that you still don’t see me? You don’t see me so you don’t see my 
Father.  

iii. Jesus is the antidote to the fear of not having enough regardless of what that 
enough is. 

1. Now more than ever we have to be reminded that Jesus is the bread of life 
– we find all that we need in Him. 

V. The Patience of Jesus 
a. Jesus didn’t abandon His disciples because they didn’t understand Him.  

i. We will see in a couple verses that they believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of the Living God 

ii. They just don’t quite understand all that comes with being a child of God. All that 
comes with having a relationship with the creator of the universe.  

1. Or as Paul so eloquently puts it in Col 1:15  He is the image of the 
invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things 
were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. 
All things were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before 
all things, and in Him all things consist. 18 And He is the head of the 
body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in all things He may have the preeminence. 

iii. We don’t understand – we have terrible blind spots, but we have a relationship 
with the only one sees all things and knows all things and has power over all 
things and loves us. 

1. And He is willing to teach us if we will humbly turn our eyes to Him 


