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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

MATTHEW 15:29-38 
HOW IS IT THAT YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Good morning everyone.  Thanks for tuning in! 

1. As we continue our chronological study of the 
Gospels: Jesus has just healed the Canaanite 
women’s daughter of demon possession! 
a) At first He ignored her, then He told her His 

mission was to the “house of Israel” not her - 
being a Gentile. 

b) Then he called her a “little dog”. 
(1) She accepted all of that and persisted 

for the healing of her daughter, and this 
is what Jesus said to her. 
(a) Matthew 15:28 (NKJV) — 28 Then 

Jesus answered and said to her, 
“O woman, great is your faith! Let 
it be to you as you desire.” And 
her daughter was healed from 
that very hour.  

(b) Her faith had been tested, but she 
stood strong and Jesus rewarded 
her and commended her faith. 



 

 

(i) Then Jesus leaves there and 
heads for Galilee. 

 
II. MATTHEW 15:29–31 (NKJV) — 29 JESUS DEPARTED 

FROM THERE, SKIRTED THE SEA OF GALILEE, AND 
WENT UP ON THE MOUNTAIN AND SAT DOWN 
THERE. 30 THEN GREAT MULTITUDES CAME TO 
HIM, HAVING WITH THEM THE LAME, BLIND, MUTE, 
MAIMED, AND MANY OTHERS; AND THEY LAID 
THEM DOWN AT JESUS’ FEET, AND HE HEALED 
THEM. 31 SO THE MULTITUDE MARVELED WHEN 
THEY SAW THE MUTE SPEAKING, THE MAIMED 
MADE WHOLE, THE LAME WALKING, AND THE 
BLIND SEEING; AND THEY GLORIFIED THE GOD OF 
ISRAEL.  
A. Please notice that there is no mention that these 

people being healed had “faith” at all! 

1. I’m sure there was some faith involved – at least 
from the people who brought the sick to Jesus. 

2. And I am sure there was tons of hope that these 
people would be healed. 
a) But there is such a contrast between the 

Canaanite woman and this great multitude. 
b) Jesus was pretty much one-on-one with the 

women and greatly tested her, while this is 
more of a mass healing service and no real 
mention of faith. 
(1) But this scene must have been 

incredible! 



 

 

(2) Wouldn’t you just love to see Jesus walk 
into a hospital and start clearing out 
rooms?! 
(a) I have always wondered by people 

who claim they have the gift of 
healing – do not do this. 

(b) It seems like this would be the first 
place you would go to. 
(i) But one thing we do know: 

Isaiah 55:8 (NKJV) — 8 “For 
My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, Nor are your ways 
My ways,” says the LORD.  

c) We like patterns and formulas! 
(1) And the reason we like them, is because 

if we can figure out the pattern or the 
formula, then we can repeat the results. 
(a) Isn’t that what a recipe is all about? 

(i) If we use the same ingredients 
and the same process, then the 
end result should turn out the 
same, right? 
(a) You would think so – but it 

seems that is not the case 
with the Disciples. 

 
III. MATTHEW 15:32–38 (NKJV) — 32 NOW JESUS 

CALLED HIS DISCIPLES TO HIMSELF AND SAID, “I 
HAVE COMPASSION ON THE MULTITUDE, 
BECAUSE THEY HAVE NOW CONTINUED WITH ME 



 

 

THREE DAYS AND HAVE NOTHING TO EAT. AND I 
DO NOT WANT TO SEND THEM AWAY HUNGRY, 
LEST THEY FAINT ON THE WAY.” 33 THEN HIS 
DISCIPLES SAID TO HIM, “WHERE COULD WE GET 
ENOUGH BREAD IN THE WILDERNESS TO FILL 
SUCH A GREAT MULTITUDE?” 34 JESUS SAID TO 
THEM, “HOW MANY LOAVES DO YOU HAVE?” AND 
THEY SAID, “SEVEN, AND A FEW LITTLE FISH.” 35 
SO HE COMMANDED THE MULTITUDE TO SIT 
DOWN ON THE GROUND. 36 AND HE TOOK THE 
SEVEN LOAVES AND THE FISH AND GAVE THANKS, 
BROKE THEM AND GAVE THEM TO HIS DISCIPLES; 
AND THE DISCIPLES GAVE TO THE MULTITUDE. 37 
SO THEY ALL ATE AND WERE FILLED, AND THEY 
TOOK UP SEVEN LARGE BASKETS FULL OF THE 
FRAGMENTS THAT WERE LEFT. 38 NOW THOSE 
WHO ATE WERE FOUR THOUSAND MEN, BESIDES 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN.  
A. Sound familiar?  Some scholars say that this 

account and the account in Chapter 14 is the same 
story just from a different viewpoint. 

1. The main reason that they come to this 
conclusion is because it is the only explanation 
that they have for the disciples not being the 
sharpest knives in the drawer! 
a) How could it be, that they would have so 

quickly forgotten the feeding of the 5,000! 
(1) But let’s take a little closer look. 



 

 

(a) There were 5,000 to be fed in 
Chapter 14 and here there are 
4,000. 

(b) There were 5 loves and 2 fish in 
Chapter 14 and here there are 7 
loaves and a “few fish”. 

(c) In Chapter 14 the people sat on the 
grass – indicating that it was 
probably springtime. 
(i) Here they sit down on the 

ground – it was probably 
summer. 

(d) Jesus was in Bethsaida, the 
northern side of the Sea of Galilee, 
in Chapter 14. 

(e) And Mark tells us He was in 
Decapolis (Mark 8), on the eastern 
side of Galilee here in Chapter 15. 

(f) After He fed the multitude in 
Chapter 14, they wanted to make 
Him King. 

(g) After He fed the multitude in 
Chapter 15, they made no such 
request. 

(2) But I think what cinches it - is that Jesus 
Himself recalls them as 2 different 
events. 
(a) Matthew 16:5–12 (NKJV) — 5 Now 

when His disciples had come to 
the other side, they had forgotten 



 

 

to take bread. 6 Then Jesus said 
to them, “Take heed and beware 
of the leaven of the Pharisees and 
the Sadducees.” 7 And they 
reasoned among themselves, 
saying, “It is because we have 
taken no bread.” 8 But Jesus, 
being aware of it, said to them, “O 
you of little faith, why do you 
reason among yourselves 
because you have brought no 
bread? 9 Do you not yet 
understand, or remember the five 
loaves of the five thousand and 
how many baskets you took up? 
10 Nor the seven loaves of the 
four thousand and how many 
large baskets you took up? 11 
How is it you do not understand 
that I did not speak to you 
concerning bread?—but to 
beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees.” 12 
Then they understood that He did 
not tell them to beware of the 
leaven of bread, but of the 
doctrine of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees.  

(b) Could the disciples really be that 
dense?  How could they miss 



 

 

something that seems so obvious 
and really wasn’t that long ago. 

b) I think it could have been because they 
“thought” they had the formula all worked 
out! 
(1) In the feeding of the 5,000 they were in 

Galilee – Jesus’ headquarters. 
(a) It was where He hung out, taught 

many great teachings, and He 
developed his disciples there. 
(i) It was mostly Jewish. 

(2) This time however they are in Decapolis 
– a confederation of 10 Gentile cities 
with its own currency, King, and army. 
(a) It was a very wealthy place, with 

huge monuments and rich with 
entertainment. 

(b) Is it possible that in their minds - this 
place didn’t fit the pattern? 
(i) After all they were pagans, 

Gentile dogs. 
(ii) And with the feeding of the 

5,000 – He fed them right away 
– that night. 

(iii) Here, the 4,000 have been with 
Him for 3 days and not eaten. 
(a) Could it be that in their 

minds this was the wrong 
place, with the wrong 
people, at the wrong time? 



 

 

 
IV. I DON’T THINK THE DISCIPLES FORGOT – I THINK 

THEY “ASSUMED” 
A. In their minds the first feeding was the “perfect 

storm” – it made sense to them 

1. But this one had already broken the mold 
several times and it had been 3 days and even 
Jesus didn’t mention feeding them.  
a) It must have messed with the presumptions 

even further when He said, “I have 
compassion on the multitude, because 
they have now continued with Me three 
days and have nothing to eat. And I do 
not want to send them away hungry, lest 
they faint on the way.” 
(1) The word translated "compassion" is 

actually a Greek word that describes the 
retching of the intestines—something 
which one feels very deeply. 
 

V. CONCLUSION 
A. I think the Lord deliberately does things differently 

from time to time BECAUSE we like formulas. 

1. In our spiritual walk, formulas can be dangerous 
and here are few reasons why: 
a) Prayer can become a formula – with no 

heart. 
b) Reading the Bible can become a formula – 



 

 

with no love. 
c) Church can become a ritual with no passion 

(1) And we can begin to think that as long 
as I am in Galilee around the right 
people and doing the right things then I 
will be blessed! 
(a) And we certainly see that in Psalm 

1:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Blessed is the 
man Who walks not in the 
counsel of the ungodly, Nor 
stands in the path of sinners, Nor 
sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 
But his delight is in the law of the 
LORD, And in His law he meditates 
day and night. 3 He shall be like a 
tree Planted by the rivers of 
water, That brings forth its fruit in 
its season, Whose leaf also shall 
not wither; And whatever he does 
shall prosper.  
(i) But if it is just a formula – there 

is no blessing 
(ii) If these things are just hoops – 

then it is just a religion not a 
relationship. 


