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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. First, I want to welcome everyone who was able to tune in and those who may listen to 
our service later on. 

1. These are certainly unprecedented times as many of us working from home, or 
simply “social distancing” to do what we can to help minimize the spread of the 
corona virus. 
a) But that won’t stop us from teaching God’s word and fellowshipping with 

our church family. 
b) Granted, it may a little different than what we are used to, but that is not 

always a bad thing. 
(1) But let’s continue to pray that the Lord will soon bring us all back 

together for some hugs AND fellowship. 
2. We are also asking that you call or text everyone on your contact list that 

fellowships at Calvary Central and encourage them to join us LIVE. 
a) There may be some that are not aware that you only need a smartphone 

to join us. 
b) For those who have a smart TV – you can also join us on YouTube. 

 
B. In this study we continue with “THE GOSPEL OF JESUS” and the chronology of the 

Gospels. 

1. Jesus has just “dug in” pretty deeply to the Scribes and Pharisees that came 
down from Jerusalem to try and catch Him doing something wrong! 
a) They accused him and the disciples of not “ceremonially” washing their 

hands before they ate. 
b) Have accused them of being hypocrites because they found way around 

the Law when it was convenient for them. 
(1) One such case was that they were supposed to honor their father 

and mother by taking care of them as they got older, but they just 
told their parents that all that they had was dedicate to God, and 
skirted the issue! 

(2) And He finishes that exchange by telling them that it is not what into 
a man that defiles but what comes out of their mouths! 
(a) They were corrupt the inside! 

(i) (And we continue) 
 
II. MATTHEW 15:21–23 (NKJV) — 21 THEN JESUS WENT OUT FROM THERE AND 

DEPARTED TO THE REGION OF TYRE AND SIDON. 22 AND BEHOLD, A WOMAN OF 
CANAAN CAME FROM THAT REGION AND CRIED OUT TO HIM, SAYING, “HAVE 
MERCY ON ME, O LORD, SON OF DAVID! MY DAUGHTER IS SEVERELY DEMON-



 

 

POSSESSED.” 23 BUT HE ANSWERED HER NOT A WORD. AND HIS DISCIPLES CAME 
AND URGED HIM, SAYING, “SEND HER AWAY, FOR SHE CRIES OUT AFTER US.”  

A. Mark 7:24 (NKJV) — 24 (tells us) From there He arose and went to the region of 
Tyre and Sidon. And He entered a house and wanted no one to know it, but He 
could not be hidden.  

1. I love the phrase here: “…but he could not be hidden”! 
a) We have all heard the phrase: “You can run but you can’t hide.” 

(1) How do you hide the Creator of the Universe, the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end, the Savior of the world? 

b) There are a lot of folks running FROM Jesus – but this lady was running 
TO Him! 
(1) That is what happens when you finally realize who He is! 
(2) She had a great need to save her daughter and she knew Jesus 

could do it.  
(a) And she is persistent.  So much so that the disciples get 

tired of her asking for a miracle and want to send her away! 
 

III. MATTHEW 15:24–28 (NKJV) — 24 BUT HE ANSWERED AND SAID, “I WAS NOT SENT 
EXCEPT TO THE LOST SHEEP OF THE HOUSE OF ISRAEL.” 25 THEN SHE CAME AND 
WORSHIPED HIM, SAYING, “LORD, HELP ME!” 26 BUT HE ANSWERED AND SAID, “IT 
IS NOT GOOD TO TAKE THE CHILDREN’S BREAD AND THROW IT TO THE LITTLE 
DOGS.” 27 AND SHE SAID, “YES, LORD, YET EVEN THE LITTLE DOGS EAT THE 
CRUMBS WHICH FALL FROM THEIR MASTERS’ TABLE.” 28 THEN JESUS ANSWERED 
AND SAID TO HER, “O WOMAN, GREAT IS YOUR FAITH! LET IT BE TO YOU AS YOU 
DESIRE.” AND HER DAUGHTER WAS HEALED FROM THAT VERY HOUR.  

A. Jesus intentionally put us a couple of roadblocks for this Gentile woman. 

1. First – He simply doesn’t answer her pleas for help. 
2. Then, when He does answer, He tells her his mission at the moment is to the 

Jews not the Gentiles. 
a) Why would He do that?  At first blush, His replies can seem almost unkind, 

but we know that is not the character of Jesus so what is going on here? 
3. Now he calls her a dog! 

a) He even tells her, 26 But He answered and said, “It is not good to take 
the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.” 
(1) He softened it a little bit by calling her a “little” dog – but even a 

puppy is still a dog! 
 

B. But look at how this woman responds: 

1. First – She accepts what He has said to her Yes, Lord 
2. Second - she worships Him.  In other words – she knows who He is a gives Him 

true honor and worship. 
3. Third – she doesn’t deny that she is unworthy.  She accepts the “little dog” 

comment! 
a) And is grateful to eat even the scraps that Jesus might throw her way. 



 

 

(1) And Jesus confirms what He knew all along: 28 Then Jesus 
answered and said to her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it 
be to you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed from 
that very hour. 

b) So, let me circle back and try to answer the question I asked earlier. “Why 
would Jesus use such an approach with this woman when there is no 
indication that He did anything else in Tyre and Sidon?” 
(1) In other words – He made this “out of the way” trip just for her and 

He didn’t make it easy for her either. 
(2) I think there are a couple of things that are profitable for us to 

remember. 
(a) Jesus never does anything without a purpose - and often 

what He does is as much for those who are watching as it is 
for the one who is asking. 

(b) I can think of at least a couple of reasons why He would do 
what He did. 
(i) #1.  He is still teaching the disciples what real faith 

looks like, because Heb 11:6 (tells us) But without 
faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He 
is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

(ii) #2.  This lady was the real thing!  Heb 11:1 (says) 
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen. 
(a) Her dogged (pun intended), determined faith, 

was real!  It had “substance”. 
(b) She may have “hoped” that Jesus would 

answer her prayer, but the “knew” that he 
could! 
 

IV. CONCLUSION 

A. This kind of Faith is extremely powerful. 

1. Hebrews 11:3–12:1 (NKJV) — 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God,.. 4 By faith Abel offered to God a more 
excellent sacrifice than Cain,.. 5 By faith Enoch was taken away so that he 
did not see death,..     7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not 
yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his 
household,.. 8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to 
the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not 
knowing where he was going.   11 By faith Sarah herself also received 
strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age, 
because she judged Him faithful who had promised.   17 By faith Abraham, 
when he was tested, offered up Isaac,..  20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob 
and Esau concerning things to come. 21 By faith Jacob, when he was 
dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph,..   22 By faith Joseph, when he 
was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and 
gave instructions concerning his bones. 23 By faith Moses, when he was 
born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a 



 

 

beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command. 24 By faith 
Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter,..   30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were 
encircled for seven days.   12:1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded 
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin 
which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is 
set before us,  
a) I have spent a good deal of time in this teaching dealing with the 

Canaanite woman’s faith. 
(1) I pray that it is a good reminder that we need to have faith that the 

situation we find ourselves in at the moment will pass. 
(2) We need to remember that Jesus is never taken by surprise and 

“He’s got this”. 
(3) We need to pray that the Lord will use what we are going through 

for His honor and glory! 
(4) AND we need to pray that soon – we will be back together soon 

and giving each other the hugs that Calvary Central is know for! 
 


