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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 

 
MAT 28:16-20 

GO, MAKE DISCIPLES, BAPTIZE, TEACH 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. As we continue in our study of what Jesus did after His resurrection, we are going to 
see what He told the disciples that changed the world! 

II. MATTHEW 28:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 THEN THE ELEVEN DISCIPLES WENT AWAY INTO 
GALILEE, TO THE MOUNTAIN WHICH JESUS HAD APPOINTED FOR THEM. 17 WHEN 
THEY SAW HIM, THEY WORSHIPED HIM; BUT SOME DOUBTED.  

A. Just as a reminder: there are 11 disciples - John 6:70 (NKJV) — 70 Jesus answered 
them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve, and one of you is a devil?”  

1. Later, in Acts 1, we will see that they appoint Matthias to take Judas’ place 
making it 12 once again. 

2. Matthew 26:32 (NKJV) — 32 But after I have been raised, I will go before 
you to Galilee.”  

3. Matthew 28:5–8 (NKJV) — 5 But the angel answered and said to the women, 
“Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is 
not here; for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord 
lay. 7 And go quickly and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead, 
and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him. 
Behold, I have told you.” 8 So they went out quickly from the tomb with fear 
and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples word.  

4. Matthew 28:16 (NKJV) — 16 ……But some doubted! 
a) Mark 16:14 (NKJV) — 14 Later He appeared to the eleven as they sat 

at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, 
because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had 
risen.  

b) Let me ask a question, “Would you have been among the group that 
doubted, or among the group that believed?” 
(1) Remember this is scientifically impossible and it has never been 

done before! 
 

III. MATTHEW 28:18–20 (NKJV) — 18 AND JESUS CAME AND SPOKE TO THEM, SAYING, 
“ALL AUTHORITY HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ME IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH. 19 GO 
THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL THE NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM IN THE 
NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, 20 TEACHING 
THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THINGS THAT I HAVE COMMANDED YOU; AND LO, I AM WITH 
YOU ALWAYS, EVEN TO THE END OF THE AGE.” AMEN.  

A. John 3:35 (NKJV) — 35 The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His 
hand.  
 
1. John 5:22–30 (NKJV) — 22 For the Father judges no one, but has 
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committed all judgment to the Son, 23 that all should honor the Son just 
as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor 
the Father who sent Him. 24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears 
My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not 
come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. 25 Most 
assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will 
hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. 26 For as the 
Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself, 
27 and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is 
the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all 
who are in the graves will hear His voice 29 and come forth—those who 
have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, 
to the resurrection of condemnation. 30 I can of Myself do nothing. As I 
hear, I judge; and My judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own 
will but the will of the Father who sent Me.  
a) Jesus passed the baton to the disciples, and by proxy they have passed it 

on to us. 
(1) Look at what Jesus said, “Go”, “Make disciples, “Baptize”, 

“Teach”. 
(a) Please note that all of these require action. 
(b) Most of us have heard this “Great Commission” before – but 

I want to take a closer look at these very important verbs. 
(i) “Go” – Websters = “to move on a course” “to take a 

certain course or follow a certain procedure” 
(a) That course and procedure has already been 

prescribed for us. 
(b) Our course may in a foreign country or.. it may 

be right in your own home. 
(c) Many missionaries will tell it is easier to share 

the Gospel in a foreign land than it is with your 
own family! 

(ii) “Make disciples” – you could say, “Make more 
Christians.” 
(a) Making disciples involves a lot more than just 

sharing the Gospel as we will see when we get 
to “Teach”.  However it all has to start with 
sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

(b) While I am on this subject: When was the last 
time we shared how to get to heaven with 
someone? 
(i) Not on social media but face-to-face! 

(iii) “Baptize” – I think we all know what being baptized 
means. 
(a) Most likely we have even seen a few. 
(b) But Baptism can’t occur until we “Go” and 

“Make disciples”. 
(i) Remember, we go into the water to 

symbolize the death of who we were 
before Jesus and come up out of the 
water as a new person IN Jesus! 

(iv) “Teach” – We have a responsibility as the church to 
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teach that new disciple what it means to live their life 
for Jesus. 
(a) There is only one book that provides those 

instructions!  The Bible. 
(b) You might be thinking, “Well, I am a pretty new 

Christian myself and I am still learning, how do 
I teach them?” 
(i) Bring them to church! 
(ii) “Tell me and I forget, teach me and I 

may remember, involve me and I 
learn.”― Benjamin Franklin 

(iii) “Anyone who stops learning is old, 
whether at twenty or eighty.”  — Henry 
Ford 

(iv) “Being a student is easy. Learning 
requires actual work.” 
— William Crawford 

(v) Michael Angelo at age 87 – “I am still 
learning.” 

(2) By-the-way this command given by Jesus to “Go”, “Make 
disciples, “Baptize”, “Teach” is not just for the Pastor. 
(a) It is for every Christian. 

(3) And let me ask another question, “Are you still growing?” 
(a) Abraham Lincoln said, “I don't think much of a man who is 

not wiser today than he was yesterday.” 
(b) W.B. Yeats said, “Education is not the filling of a pot but the 

lighting of a fire.” 
(i) Does that fire still burn in our heart? 

 
IV. CONCLUSION 

A. We see this again in Mark 16:14–18 (NKJV) — 14 Later He appeared to the eleven 
as they sat at the table; and He rebuked their unbelief and hardness of heart, 
because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen. 15 And 
He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 
16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe 
will be condemned. 17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name 
they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will take up 
serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they 
will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”  

1. We are going to see these “signs and wonders” in full force as we soon begin the 
book of Acts. 
a) So let me close with this.  I am only going to share the introduction 

because I don’t want spoil Pastor Dan’s teaching as he will most likely be 
the one to start the book of Acts. 
(1) Acts 1:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 The former account I made, O 

Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 2 
until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the 
Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom He 
had chosen, 3 to whom He also presented Himself alive after 
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His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them 
during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God.  
(a) Herbert Spencer “The great aim of education is not 

knowledge but action.” 
(i) James 1:21–25 (NKJV) — 21 Therefore lay aside 

all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and 
receive with meekness the implanted word, which 
is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers of the 
word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 
23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a 
doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in 
a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, 
and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 
25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty 
and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer 
but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in 
what he does.  


