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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

ON THE ROAD TO FAITH 
LUKE 24:13-35 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. It is finished 

1. Jesus accomplished what He set out to do  
2. “It is finished” – when Jesus breathed His last breath, sin and guilt died with Him  

a) John the Baptist introduced Him as “the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world” 

b) Prophet Isaiah “The Lord has caused the wickedness of us all to fall on 
Him” 

c) Author of Hebrews “He has appeared once for all at the culmination of the 
ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” 

d) Paul writes Colossians 2 “Jesus canceled the record of our debt that stood 
against us with its legal demands. Canceled it by nailing it to the cross.” 
(1) With every strike of the hammer our charges were being nailed to 

the cross along with our Savior 
e) Paul writes to the Romans “we were once enemies of God, but are now 

reconciled to God through the death of His son” 
B. Not only are our sins forgiven through Jesus’ death, but His righteousness is also 

granted to us through His life 

1. Romans 4 Paul also writes that “God will credit righteousness to those believe in 
him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was delivered over to death for 
our sins and was raised to life for our justification.” 

2. Paul writes in his 2nd letter to Timothy that by the appearing of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, He has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through 
the gospel 

C. I share all of this because what is left to be done? Jesus said it is finished. When He 
died and rose again, He had accomplished what He set out to do.  

1. Mission complete, stepped out of the tomb – revealed to Mary Magdalene and 
the other women that He was alive – appeared to the disciples – “I told you so” 
and then ascend to the Father 

2. The End – God’s revelation to man is complete – send it to print – obviously that 
is not what we have. Jesus remains on earth for 30 more days – appearing at 
various times to His disciples and not just the eleven  
a) Jesus’ work of redemption and reconciliation is finished but the work of His 

apprentices, His disciples, is just beginning 
 
Luke 24:13 Now behold, two of them were traveling that same day to a village called Emmaus, 
which was seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 And they talked together of all these things which 
had happened. 15 So it was, while they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus Himself drew near 
and went with them. 16 But their eyes were restrained, so that they did not know Him. 



II. JESUS APPEARS ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS 

A. Two of them – two of Jesus’ disciples – Cleopas, a name we haven’t heard before – 
only know his name because it is mentioned in verse 18 – the other remains unnamed  

1. Traveling the same day – the same day as Jesus’ resurrection – the same day 
that the women and Peter and John found the tomb empty 
a) They are heading home from Jerusalem 

2. Unsurprisingly the topic of conversations was the drama that has unfolded over 
the last few days 
a) They talked and they debated, they argued. They each had their opinions 

about what had happened to Jesus’ body but neither of them really knew 
the truth.  

B. As they are debating what happened to Jesus’ body, a man drew near, (overtook them), 
and began to walk with them 

1. And their eyes were restrained – an important point that we will return to  
2. Luke’s first account of the resurrected Messiah – we know from the other gospel 

writers that Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalene and now to a couple of 
unknown disciples -  

3. Not to John, the one whom Jesus loved, or any of the other 11 (1 Cor 15, Luke - 
make mention to an appearance to Peter, when? we don’t know) 
a) That is the story throughout scripture – Paul tells the church in Corinth - 

think of what you were when you were called - not many who are wise by 
human standards, not many influential, not many of noble birth - But God 
chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the 
weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things 
of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to 
nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him. 

4. Of course, Jesus would appear to two obscure individuals on a back country road 
leading to a little town that has disappeared into history 

 
Luke 24:17 And He said to them, “What kind of conversation is this that you have with one 
another as you walk and are sad?” 18 Then the one whose name was Cleopas answered and 
said to Him, “Are You the only stranger in Jerusalem, and have You not known the things 
which happened there in these days?” 19 And He said to them, “What things?” So they said to 
Him, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a Prophet mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the people, 20 and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him to be 
condemned to death, and crucified Him. 21 But we were hoping that it was He who was going 
to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today is the third day since these things happened. 
22 Yes, and certain women of our company, who arrived at the tomb early, astonished us. 
23 When they did not find His body, they came saying that they had also seen a vision of 
angels who said He was alive. 24 And certain of those who were with us went to the tomb and 
found it just as the women had said; but Him they did not see.” 25 Then He said to them, “O 
foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Ought not 
the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” 
 



III. OUGHT NOT THE CHRIST TO HAVE SUFFERED 

A. Jesus begins by asking a question He already knows the answer to – what is the topic 
of conversation and more importantly, why does it make you sad? 

1. They are shocked that this man hasn’t heard about the events of the last few 
days – it would be like mentioning the pandemic and someone saying “what 
pandemic?” 

2. “Did you show up to the Passover celebration late? Are you coming from another 
direction? How do you not know the things that have happened?” 

3. Here it is – then Jesus asked, “what things?” – “Tell me in your words what has 
happened.”  
a) Jesus wants them to talk through what they have experienced – to say out 

loud what is troubling them – think through why they are distraught  
B. They explain to this stranger the things concerning Jesus of Nazareth whom they refer 

to as a prophet  

1. Mighty in word and deed before God and all the people  
2. Chief priests handed Him over to the Roman government to be executed and 

they succeeded in their efforts - Jesus had been crucified  
3. They reveal the source of their sadness - we were hoping that it was He who was 

going to redeem Israel. 
a) Not only has He been executed, now His body is missing 

4. This stranger replies - “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the 
prophets have spoken! Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to 
enter into His glory?” 

C. Let’s come back to that question – what is left to do? Jesus has died for the sins of the 
world, He has defeated death and risen again – why is He still hanging around? 

1. There’s still confusion about who He is and why He came – there remained this 
misconception that the Messiah would come in power and overthrow the Roman 
Empire and restore Israel and its people to place of prominence  

2. The idea of a suffering Messiah, a crucified Christ – was foreign to them  
a) This stranger points out their ignorance isn’t due to a contradiction in 

scripture or false or unfulfilled prophecy – their ignorance and confusion 
was due to their illiteracy  

3. They had the scriptures in their possession, they had the words of the prophets, 
but somehow, they had missed the clear message that before setting up His 
eternal Kingdom, the Messiah would first suffer and die 
a) Look what Jesus does… 

 
 
Luke 24:27 And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 
 
Luke 24:44 Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, 
that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 
and the Psalms concerning Me.” 
 



IV. HE EXPOUNDED TO THEM 

A. The Old Testament was broken up into three parts – the Law of Moses (first three 
books), the prophets, the Psalms (wisdom books)  

1. This stranger takes these men back through the Old Testament scriptures and 
shows them how they all point to Jesus and the events that have just unfolded  

2. I wish I could have been there or at the very least I wish His words were recorded 
for us…it isn’t too difficult to imagine where He went  

3. An animal had to die to cover Adam and Eve, Cane and Abel’s offerings – the 
blood sacrifice was pleasing to the Lord – Leviticus 17 Cannot be remission of 
sins without the shedding of blood – the story of the Passover Lamb in Exodus 
12 – story of the serpent raised up in the wilderness – story of Abraham ready to 
sacrifice the son of promise and God provides the sacrifice – all the words of the 
prophet Isaiah describing our suffering Savior – He gave His back to be beaten, 
His beard was plucked out, they covered His face with spit – prophetic Psalm 22  

4. We could go on and on because the Old Testament is about Jesus  
a) People think the Old Testament deals with the law and the New 

Testament is all about forgiveness and grace through Jesus Christ – IT IS 
ALL ABOUT JESUS!  

b) Some religious groups only believe the New Testament is necessary for 
today, some only study the words of Jesus – Jesus, used the Old 
Testament to point people to Him! 

B. We are still left with the question “Why the secrecy?” 

1. Why didn’t He appear in His glorified form to these two men? Why restrict their 
vision? 
a) He could have appeared in His glorified form and these men would have 

been flat on their faces hanging on every word – but right now Jesus 
wants them to focus on the message and not the messenger 

b) In 30 days, Jesus will physically leave the earth and He will instruct His 
followers to do what He has done 
(1) That’s what it means to be a disciple - Be with Jesus, become like 

Jesus, and do what Jesus did  
2. What did Jesus do after His death and resurrection? – He appeared to two men 

in the midst of their sorrow and confusion and anxiety and took them through the 
scriptures 
a) Because the source of their sorrow and bewilderment was a 

misunderstanding of God’s Word  
b) They had believed what they wanted to be true instead of believing what 

God’s Word actually said 
3. A lack of understanding or a misunderstanding of God’s Word is so dangerous 

and disorienting  
a) That is why we warn against the false message of the prosperity gospel – 

lead to pain and despair as we try to make sense of the suffering we 
experience  

b) Is it any wonder the church has become disoriented and confused? 
Natural progression as we have become more and more biblically illiterate  

 



c) Teaching the full council of God’s Word provides a clear path to 
forgiveness and salvation and a sure foundation for whatever storms life 
may bring  

 
28 Then they drew near to the village where they were going, and He indicated that He would 
have gone farther. 29 But they constrained Him, saying, “Abide with us, for it is toward 
evening, and the day is far spent.” And He went in to stay with them. 
 

C. When they head the truth of the scriptures, they wanted more – Jesus would have 
continued on, but they pleaded with Him to stay (they still don’t know His true identity) 

1. The message was one of encouragement and comfort and peace 
2. Jesus – appearing to these men as a stranger – taking them through God’s Word 

gives us confidence that we can do the same – because the power is in the 
message 
a) How do you defend I lion in a cage? You set it free. 

D. That is exactly what Jesus instructs His disciples to do – take this message out to the 
world 

1. Later on, after Jesus ascended into heaven and disciples were sent out to do 
exactly as Jesus had done we have this account in Acts 8:26 Now an angel of 
the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, “Arise and go toward the south along the 
road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is desert. 27 So he 
arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority 
under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her 
treasury, and had come to Jerusalem to worship, 28 was returning. And 
sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. 29 Then the Spirit 
said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this chariot.” 30 So Philip ran to him, 
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone 
guides me?” And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 The place 
in the Scripture which he read was this: “He was led as a sheep to the 
slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer is silent, So He opened not His 
mouth. 33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away, And who will 
declare His generation? For His life is taken from the earth.” 34 So the 
eunuch answered Philip and said, “I ask you, of whom does the prophet 
say this, of himself or of some other man?” 35 Then Philip opened his 
mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. 36 Now as 
they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, 
“See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?” 37 Then Philip 
said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and 
said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 

2. No emotional manipulation – just clearly teaching the truth of God’s Word 
 
30 Now it came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and 
broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He 
vanished from their sight. 32 And they said to one another, “Did not our heart burn within us 
while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?” 33 So they 
rose up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven and those who were 
with them gathered together, 34 saying, “The Lord is risen indeed, and has appeared to 
Simon!” 35 And they told about the things that had happened on the road, and how He was 
known to them in the breaking of bread. 



 
V. DID NOT OUR HEART BURN 

A. Jesus – a guest in their home – took the bread, blessed it and broke it, and gave it to 
them 

1. A strange thing for a guest to do – but it was in that moment that their eyes were 
opened, and they knew Him  

2. Jesus taught in John 6 that He was the bread of life – He who comes to be will 
never hunger. My Father gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of 
God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 
a) John also writes in John 1 in the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and the Word was God  
b) Jesus and His Word are inseparable – when we give people the Word of 

God, we give people Jesus 
B. Listen to what the men said – on a long walk, down a dusty road, a stranger appeared 

to them and opened the scriptures  

1. There was no band, no candles, no dynamic background on huge screens 
2. Just a stranger listening to their story and responding with hope from the 

Scriptures 
3. “Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while 

He opened the Scriptures to us?” 
a) Today there’s often an attempt try to stir up emotions, and whip people 

into a frenzy and then maybe they will be willing to hear God’s Word 
4. God’s Word doesn’t need help – it doesn’t need emotional manipulation – we just 

need to open the cage and set the lion free 


