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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

MATTHEW 28:1-10 
OH DEATH WHERE IS YOUR STING PT2 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. OK folks, let’s pick up where we left off last week: 

1. Jesus has been crucified and humiliated in the most gruesome way possible. 
2. Joseph of Arimathea has recovered Jesus’ body and buried him in his own new 

grave. 
a) And it was He and Nicodemus that wrapped Jesus in the burial linen 

layered with myrrh and aloes: about 100 pounds worth! 
3. The ladies had gone home to also prepare “fragrant oils and spices”: 

a) They rested on the Sabbath and early Sunday morning they head back to 
the tomb: 

4. In the meantime the chief priests and Pharisees1 had gone to Pilot and asked 
him to set a guard at the tomb to make sure his disciples didn’t simply take the 
body and falsely say that He had resurrected! 
a) He told them that they has their own guard and to do it themselves – 

which they did. 
(1) Not only did they set the guard but they sealed the stone that 

covered the tomb. 
(2) That is where we continue with our teaching. 

 
II. MATTHEW 28:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 NOW AFTER THE SABBATH, AS THE FIRST DAY OF THE 

WEEK BEGAN TO DAWN, MARY MAGDALENE AND THE OTHER MARY CAME TO SEE 
THE TOMB. 2 AND BEHOLD, THERE WAS A GREAT EARTHQUAKE; FOR AN ANGEL OF 
THE LORD DESCENDED FROM HEAVEN, AND CAME AND ROLLED BACK THE STONE 
FROM THE DOOR, AND SAT ON IT. 3 HIS COUNTENANCE WAS LIKE LIGHTNING, AND 
HIS CLOTHING AS WHITE AS SNOW. 4 AND THE GUARDS SHOOK FOR FEAR OF HIM, 
AND BECAME LIKE DEAD MEN.  

A. Now this where a lot of people get in trouble when studying the Bible. 

1. Let me explain by giving you the same account from the gospel of Mark: 
a) Mark 16:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary 

Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, 
that they might come and anoint Him. 2 Very early in the morning, on 
the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had 
risen. 3 And they said among themselves, “Who will roll away the 
stone from the door of the tomb for us?” 4 But when they looked up, 
they saw that the stone had been rolled away—for it was very large. 5 
And entering the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white 
robe sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.  
(1) Did you notice that Mark says Salome was also with the ladies? 

 
1 The New King James Version. (1982). (Mt 27:62). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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(2) Also notice that he doesn’t mention the angel that rolled away the 

stone and sat on it. 
(3) Nor does Mark mention the guards. 
(4) But Matthew doesn’t mention the young man clothed in a long 

white robe sitting on the right side of the tomb. 
(a) And if that is not enough: 

b) Luke 24:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 Now on the first day of the week, very early 
in the morning, they, and certain other women with them, came to 
the tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared. 2 But they 
found the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3 Then they went in and 
did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 And it happened, as they 
were greatly perplexed about this, that behold, two men stood by 
them in shining garments.  
(1) Luke tells us that there were certain other women with them as 

they came to the tomb. 
(2) Now – the body of Jesus is gone.  Neither Matthew nor Mark 

mentioned that. 
(a) And now Mark says there are two angels in shining 

garments in the tomb! 
 

B. So what is going on here?  Do we assume that the Bible contradicts itself and cannot be 
trusted. 

1. I think that would be a very superficial understanding of the Word of God! 
a) We have talked before about 4 different people standing on 4 different 

corners of an intersection and seeing the same accident. 
(1) The police reports for each of these 4 people would be slightly 

different because they all saw it from a different angle! 
(2) And as we do not know the 3 sources from which Matthew, Mark 

and Luke got their information – this is very possible. 
b) We also do not know the exact “timing” of these events.  For example: 

(1) I am sure the angel that rolled away the stone and sat upon it didn’t 
just sit there for hours with nothing else to do. 

(2) Perhaps one of the ladies arrived a little later and by that time that 
angel had moved inside the tomb – it could have been even 
seconds. 

c) And lastly Luke tells us there were two men stood by them in shining 
garments. 
(1) The one angel was sitting on the right side of the tomb 
(2) The other two stood right by them! 

2. Folks none of this is contradictory!  All of it is true and combined we get the 
whole picture! 
a) But to be honest folks although these things are important I believe that 

they are only setting up what comes next! 
 

III. MATTHEW 28:5–8 (NKJV) — 5 BUT THE ANGEL ANSWERED AND SAID TO THE 
WOMEN, “DO NOT BE AFRAID, FOR I KNOW THAT YOU SEEK JESUS WHO WAS 
CRUCIFIED. 6 HE IS NOT HERE; FOR HE IS RISEN, AS HE SAID. COME, SEE THE 
PLACE WHERE THE LORD LAY. 7 AND GO QUICKLY AND TELL HIS DISCIPLES THAT 
HE IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AND INDEED HE IS GOING BEFORE YOU INTO 
GALILEE; THERE YOU WILL SEE HIM. BEHOLD, I HAVE TOLD YOU.” 8 SO THEY WENT 
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OUT QUICKLY FROM THE TOMB WITH FEAR AND GREAT JOY, AND RAN TO BRING 
HIS DISCIPLES WORD.  

A.  I want to point out a few things that struck me as I was studying for this teaching. 

1. Look at what the angel told the ladies: 
a) Do not be afraid, come and see, go quickly, tell his disciples – so 

they went quickly, and ran to tell the disciples! 
(1) The angel spoke and they obeyed. 
(2) Isn’t that still the message? 

(a) Don’t be afraid – He has risen – go tell the world! 
2. He is not here; for He is risen, as He said. 

a) As far back as Job – the message has been about the resurrection. 
(1) Job 19:25–26 (NKJV) — 25 For I know that my Redeemer lives, 

And He shall stand at last on the earth; 26 And after my skin is 
destroyed, this I know, That in my flesh I shall see God,  

(2) John 11:23–26 (NKJV) — 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” 24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection at the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, 
“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, 
though he may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever lives and 
believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?”  

(3) Romans 6:5 (NKJV) — 5 For if we have been united together in 
the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the 
likeness of His resurrection,  

(4) 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 (NKJV) — 13 But I do not want you to 
be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen 
asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if 
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will 
bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to 
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain 
until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those 
who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with 
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 
Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus 
we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one 
another with these words.  
 

IV. CONCLUSION 

A. Matthew 28:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus 
met them, saying, “Rejoice!” So they came and held Him by the feet and 
worshiped Him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell My 
brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see Me.”  

1. REJOICE!  “to be fill of joy!” That is the first thing Jesus says to these ladies “be 
full of joy! 
a) That is the message of the resurrection!  Not fear. 
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B. 1 Corinthians 15:51–55 (NKJV) — 51 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all 

sleep, but we shall all be changed—52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this corruptible 
has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55 
“O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?”  

 


