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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

THE GOSPEL WITHIN THE GOSPEL 
MATTHEW 27:50-54 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Free Samples 

1. There’s cheap and then there’s take your wife out to dinner at CostCo to enjoy 
the free samples cheap 

2. Sample – a small taste of something bigger, a small part intended to show what 
the whole is like – a dixie cup of hummus, a sliver of beef jerky, a postage size 
slice of reheated pizza 
a) Never intended to be a full meal – just gives you taste in hopes you will 

buy the entire product (for some enough samples equals an entire meal) 
B. Keep this in mind as we approach a strange an often-overlooked passage 

1. Part of the gospel story but not often mentioned during Good Friday services or 
on Easter Sundays 

 
Matt 27:50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. 51 Then, 
behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and 
the rocks were split, 52 and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised; 53 and coming out of the graves after His resurrection, they went 
into the holy city and appeared to many. 
 

2. We studied the seven sayings of Jesus on the cross and here we see some of 
the divine miracles that took place on the cross 
a) Miracles that show God wasn’t distant, that He wasn’t absent during 

Jesus’ crucifixion  
b) God’s divine cosmic commentary, explaining the significance of what is 

happening in a fantastic display of power 
c) The veil that separated the Holiest of Holies from the rest of the temple 

was torn from top to bottom, the earth quaked, rocks were split, and the 
graves were opened and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep 
were raised; and after Jesus’ resurrection they came out of their graves 
and went into the holy city and appeared to many – this will be a fun one 

II. MAKING THE GOSPEL PLAIN 

A. If someone asked you to sum up the Bible, how would you do it, what would you say 

1. One professor asked his students to sum up the Bible in 10 words – here are 
some of the responses 

 



a) “God created that we may live, and sacrificed that we may live eternally.” – 
“God is. God created. The created fell. God redeemed.” - “God had a plan, 
made man: man rebelled, God redeemed.” - “Creation, fall, birth of Christ, 
crucifixion, resurrection, transformation, days ahead.” - “God built it. We 
broke it. Jesus fixed it 

2. If you asked Martin Luther to sum up the Bible he would point you to John 3:16 – 
a verse he called “the Bible in miniature” – a sample if you will 
a) A passage that sums up the entire theme and story of Scripture – John 

3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life 

b) God loved, He gave, those who believe have eternal life 
(1) Starts with God – God loves – who? The world – GAVE (in death 

and life) – whoever believes in Him – not perish, instead have 
everlasting life 

3. 66 books, written by 40 different authors, over the course of 1500 years – these 
authors were not monks part of the same monastery 
a) Priests, prophets, tax collectors, fishermen, doctors, tentmakers, 

shepherds – different perspectives but proclaiming the same truth about 
the same God 

B. No matter where you are in scripture, Old Testament or New, minor prophets or Paul’s 
letters to the churches – the beating heart behind all of it is the gospel of Jesus Christ 

1. Stories of salvation, rescue, deliverance, and redemption -  the role of prophets 
and priests, the temple and the sacrifices, the Jewish feasts and festivals, just 
tastes of what was to come 

2. Even on the cross, when Jesus is carrying out God’s plan of redemption – both 
the Father, through divine miracles, and the Son, through His words – are 
demonstrating the message of the gospel 

3. The gospel within the gospel 
C. The seven sayings of Jesus 

1. Father forgive them for they know not what they do – Forgiveness offered - We 
have sinned against God – He has the desire and the authority to forgive us 

2. We have choice - Forgiveness received and forgiveness rejected – one thief 
rejects forgiveness, the other receives it (right understanding of who Jesus is, 
right understanding of who he is in light of who Jesus is) – asks to be with Jesus 
when He comes into His Kingdom – Jesus says “today you will be with Me in 
Paradise 
a) That forgiveness brings us into a right relationship with God – fixes a 

relationship broken by sin – we are now promised eternity in His presence 
as sons and daughters 

3. Behold you son, Behold your mother – that forgiveness not only brings us into a 
the family of God, we are brought into the global family of God with other 
believers – we become one united body  

4. Not everyone will receive this forgiveness – and we see the tragic reality of 
unresolved sin 
a) God’s cosmic commentary on these events – noon – complete and utter 

darkness, in the midst of this darkness Jesus screams “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?” 



b) As Jesus became sin for us – an innocent man was regarded as guilty, 
and experienced for a moment what some will experience eternally – the 
wrath of a righteous God poured out on sin 
(1) Eternal separation from the light of life 

5. I thirst – blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they shall 
be filled 
a) Describes Jesus’ desire now as He patiently waits to return 
b) His resolve, His motivation – man of sorrows, weep because of unbelief 

6. It is finished – there is nothing left undone – sin and death have been defeated 
for all those who will receive His forgiveness 

7. Into Your hands I commit my Spirit – a sample of what’s in store for us 
D. As Jesus carried out the mission of the gospel, He painfully expressed the reality of the 

gospel  

1. If that wasn’t enough – God made His presence felt and further demonstrated the 
reality of the gospel through divine miracles  

 
Matt 27:50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit. 51 Then, 
behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and 
the rocks were split, 52 and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised; 53 and coming out of the graves after His resurrection, they went 
into the holy city and appeared to many. 
 
III. GOD’S MIRACULOUS COMMENTARY 

A. The veil of the temple is torn 

1. This event is mentioned by Matthew, Mark, and Luke but none of them explain 
the significance of it  

2. The assumption was that, for those reading their accounts, there was no 
explanation needed – the significance would be clear  

B. Veil was made of blue, purple, and scarlet yarn (colors of royalty) with image of 
cherubim woven into it (guardians) 

1. It was hung in front of a part of the temple known as the holy of holies – a room 
that was a perfect cube – 10 cubits on each side – making the veil 30 feet high 

2. It hung on gold hooks which in turn hung on a gold covered acacia frame 
3. Behind the veil was the ark of the covenant – represented the presence of God 

C. The veil was ornate, and it was massive - and the primary purpose of the veil was 
separation  

1. Separating sinful men from a righteous and perfect God 
a) It was a physical barrier between man and God 

2. The only exception was made once a year on the Day of Atonement – when the 
high priest was permitted to enter the holy of holies to make a sin offering for 
him, his family, and the people through the sprinkling of blood on the mercy seat 

3. If anyone were to enter the holy of holies under any other circumstances, they 
would die 

 



a) It wasn’t open to the public, it was closed off, with very limited access  
D. Jesus cries out “It is finished” and commits His Spirit in the hands of His Father  

1. The moment He breathes His last breath, God tore this ornate and massive veil 
the separates mankind from His presence from top to bottom  
a) Go home and try to tear your comforter – not an easy task 

2. Jesus’ death opened the holy of holies to all people. And consider how many 
people would have been present during Passover week to set it happen! 

3. What is finished? The continual sacrifices for sins, the priests, the rituals – the 
veil of sin separating man and God had been torn down by the hand of God 
through the work of His son Jesus Christ on the cross 
a) Just in case they wanted to sow together a new, the entire temple was 

destroyed by the Romans and has yet to be rebuilt – there is no more 
work to be done 

b) Rev 11:15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud 
voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign 
forever and ever!” 

IV. THE MIRACULOUS COMMENTARY CONTINUES 

A. We’re good with veil and were good with the earthquakes  

1. Another sample of what is to come – the earth quaked and the rocks split 
2. Rev 16:17 Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a 

loud voice came out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is 
done!” 18 And there were noises and thunderings and lightnings; and there 
was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not 
occurred since men were on the earth. 19 Now the great city was divided 
into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was 
remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness 
of His wrath. 20 Then every island fled away, and the mountains were not 
found 
a) The author of Hebrews tells us in chapter 12 that we are receiving a 

kingdom that cannot be shaken – everything else will fail  
b) Just a taste – a small part of a greater whole 

B. and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 
raised; 

1. This scripture without context is strange and difficult but in light of all we have 
studied, it fits perfectly  

2. Saints are resurrected from the dead – but they remain until Jesus’ resurrection, 
His return – and then they enter into Jerusalem and are seen by many 
eyewitnesses  
a) If we have a problem with this passage, we are going to have a big 

problem when Jesus comes in the clouds for His church 
3. 1 Thes 3:11 Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus 

Christ, direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord make you increase and 
abound in love to one another and to all, just as we do to you, 13 so that He 
may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.  

 



a) Rev 19:11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And 
He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a 
flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name 
written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a 
robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 
14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, 
followed Him on white horses. 
(1) Rev 19:7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the 

marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself 
ready.” 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, 
clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the 
saints. 

C. Just a taste of what is to come – when those who have died in Christ are raised and we 
will return with Him to establish His everlasting kingdom 

54 So when the centurion and those with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake 
and the things that had happened, they feared greatly, saying, “Truly this was the Son of 
God!” 
 
V. TRULY THIS WAS THE SON OF GOD 

A. What else could be said? What other conclusion could you come to? Jesus said, God 
showed it – all that’s left to be done is to believe it 

1. The Bible tells and retells the story – it even tells the story inside of the story  
2. Why? So that we don’t miss it! Like a rock the dropped into a pond the death and 

resurrection of Christ sends ripples throughout human history – it can’t be 
missed, and it can’t be ignored 


