
07/18/21 
Pastor John W. Brown 
Calvary Chapel Central Phoenix 
THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 

MAT 27:26-34 
THE CROWN OF THORNS 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 
A. I have to admit and I think most of you would agree that we are in some of the most 

heart-wrenching parts of the Bible right now! 
 
1. For those of us who love Him, to see Jesus “railroaded”, falsely accused, 

abused, tormented and crucified for crimes He did not commit – is unthinkable! 
2. But we must remember that evil is real. 
3. Isaiah 14:13- 14  http://www.biblerelatedministries.org/5Iwills.pdf Pastor George F. Parsons 

a) "I WILL ASCEND INTO HEAVEN." Lucifer wanted to mount up or scale 
to the heavens. He desired to occupy the highest heavens: to probe, and 
to penetrate the kingdom of the infinite God. He wanted to have a very 
HIGH position!  

b) "I WILL EXALT MY THRONE ABOVE THE STARS OF GOD." Lucifer’s 
position and service before God’s throne was not enough. He wanted a 
throne from which he could exercise final authority and make decisions 
pertaining to the angelic host ("the stars of God"). He wanted to rule over 
all the angels. God had made him an exalted angel, but Lucifer wanted to 
be exalted even more. (He was not content to shine as the "morning star"; 
he wanted to shine as the star of stars--with a brilliance that would far 
outshine all the other stars (even as the sun’s brightness makes all the 
other stars fade away so that you cannot even see them during daylight 
hours).  

c) "I WILL SIT ALSO UPON THE MOUNT OF THE CONGREGATION." He 
desired to sit or be enthroned in the highest place having all the angelic 
assemblies in submission to him. He wanted to be the center of attention. 
He wanted to be IDOLIZED by all.  

d) "I WILL ASCEND ABOVE THE HEIGHTS OF THE CLOUDS." "Clouds" 
are often used in the Bible to speak of the glory of God (see Matthew 
24:30; Acts 1:9; Rev. 1:7). Lucifer coveted God’s glory for his own. He 
failed to acknowledge that his glory and beauty all came from and was 
dependent upon God. In his sinful pride, Lucifer wanted a glory that would 
impress and dazzle all creatures.  

e) "I WILL BE LIKE THE MOST HIGH." He wanted to be EQUAL with God 
and to take God’s place as Possessor and Ruler of all. He wanted to 
become a completely independent creature, responsible to no one.  
(1) For his pride and arrogance he was kicked out of heaven and 

guess where he abides now? 
(a) Revelation 12:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 And war broke out in 

heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; 
and the dragon and his angels fought, 8 but they did not 
prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any 
longer. 9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent 
of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the 
whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels 
were cast out with him.  
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f) Oh yes, evil is real, and we see 

it in full force in the mockery of a trial and the death of Jesus. 
(1) One day we will see that evil cast into the pit of hell, but for now he 

still reigns in the hearts of the lost. 
4. How sad is it that the same people that Jesus loved, and fed and healed – picked 

a murder to be set free instead of Him! 
a) Zechariah 13:6 (NKJV) — 6 And one will say to him, ‘What are these 

wounds between your arms?’ Then he will answer, ‘Those with which 
I was wounded in the house of my friends.’  

 
II. MATTHEW 27:26–28 (NKJV) — 26 THEN HE (PILATE) RELEASED BARABBAS TO THEM; 

AND WHEN HE HAD SCOURGED JESUS, HE DELIVERED HIM TO BE CRUCIFIED. 27 
THEN THE SOLDIERS OF THE GOVERNOR TOOK JESUS INTO THE PRAETORIUM AND 
GATHERED THE WHOLE GARRISON AROUND HIM. 28 AND THEY STRIPPED HIM AND 
PUT A SCARLET ROBE ON HIM. 
 
A. ….and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified. 

 
1. Kind of rolls right off the tongue doesn’t it? 

a) What I mean by that is that it is easy to read that and just move right 
along, but I want you to put yourself in the place of Jesus for a moment. 

b) This was a horrific punishment all by itself: 
(1) Flogging was a legal preliminary to every Roman execution, and 

only women and Roman senators or soldiers (except in cases of 
desertion) were exempt.  The usual instrument was a short whip 
with several single or braided leather thongs of variable lengths, in 
which small iron balls or sharp pieces of sheep bones were tied at 
intervals.  For scourging, the man was stripped of his clothing, and 
his hands were tied to an upright post.  The back, buttocks, and 
legs were flogged either by two soldiers (lictors) or by one who 
alternated positions.  The severity of the scourging depended on 
the disposition of the lictors and was intended to weaken the victim 
to a state just short of collapse or death.  As the Roman soldiers 
repeatedly struck the victim’s back with full force, the iron balls 
would cause deep contusions, and the leather thongs and sheep 
bones would cut into the skin and subcutaneous tissues.  Then, as 
the flogging continued, the lacerations would tear into the 
underlying skeletal muscles and produce quivering ribbons of 
bleeding flesh.  Pain and blood loss generally set the stage for 
circulatory shock.  The extent of blood loss may well have 
determined how long the victim would survive on the cross.  After 
the scourging, the soldiers often taunted their victim. 
https://www.cbcg.org/scourging-crucifixion.html 
(a) May we never pass over that too quickly because we need 

to remember the price Jesus paid for our sins! 
 

III. MATTHEW 27:29–31 (NKJV) — 29 WHEN THEY HAD TWISTED A CROWN OF THORNS, 
THEY PUT IT ON HIS HEAD, AND A REED IN HIS RIGHT HAND. AND THEY BOWED THE 
KNEE BEFORE HIM AND MOCKED HIM, SAYING, “HAIL, KING OF THE JEWS!” 30 THEN 
THEY SPAT ON HIM, AND TOOK THE REED AND STRUCK HIM ON THE HEAD. 31 AND 
WHEN THEY HAD MOCKED HIM, THEY TOOK THE ROBE OFF HIM, PUT HIS OWN 
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CLOTHES ON HIM, AND LED HIM AWAY TO BE 
CRUCIFIED.  
 
A. He has already been beaten, this part is for humiliation! 

 
1. Jesus had rightly claimed to be King of the Jews, so they fabricated a crown of 

thorns and pushed it onto His head. 
2. They created his “kingly scepter” from a reed and took-a-knee in their fake bow 

to Him as King, they spit on Him, and they beat Him with the reed. 
3. Then they took the robe off of Him and took Him out to be crucified! 

a) Folks can you imagine what it must have felt like to have that blood 
soaked robe pulled off of His back - as it was most likely already stuck to 
those wounds? 

b) When Becky and I were in Jerusalem several years ago we went inside 
what is left of that praetorium and our guide pointed out some markings on 
the stones/tiles. 
(1) He explained that the markings were a Roman game similar to our 

American tic-tac-toe and the Roman guards would play it when they 
were bored! 
(a) Can you imagine the level of depravity one must be at to be 

bored with something like this going on right in front of them? 
4. … and led Him away to be crucified…. 

 
IV. MATTHEW 27:32–34 (NKJV) — 32 NOW AS THEY CAME OUT, THEY FOUND A MAN OF 

CYRENE, SIMON BY NAME. HIM THEY COMPELLED TO BEAR HIS CROSS. 33 AND 
WHEN THEY HAD COME TO A PLACE CALLED GOLGOTHA, THAT IS TO SAY, PLACE 
OF A SKULL, 34 THEY GAVE HIM SOUR WINE MINGLED WITH GALL TO DRINK. BUT 
WHEN HE HAD TASTED IT, HE WOULD NOT DRINK.  
 
A. The word “compelled” used here does not mean they asked him nicely! 

 
1. The Greek word used here means “pressed into service”! 

a) John 19:17, says Jesus carried the cross while in Matthew 27:32, Mark 
15:21 and Luke 23:26 we are informed that Simon of Cyrene helped 
Jesus to carry the cross. There are no exact figures on the weight of the 
cross. It is believed to have been made of solid wood, so the whole cross 
is estimated to be over 300 pounds - while the crossbar is estimated to be 
around 70-90 pounds. https://www.biblword.net/what-is-the-weight-of-the-cross-that-jesus-carried/ 

(1) Tradition has it that they took the path of The Via Dolorosa (the way 
of suffering) – which would have made it about a ½ mile walk! 
(a) There was no way that Jesus in His condition - could have 

carried even the crossbeam that far. 
(i) Which by-the-way – some say was the custom at the 

time – for the victim to carry only the crossbar. 
(ii) Simon was forced to do that! 

 
V. CONCLUSION 
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A. For most of us, this kind of brutality is almost 

beyond comprehension! 

1. But evil has no morals and evil knows no bounds. 
2. If pride and ego is unchecked it could happen to any of us. 

• Pride causes us to put self on the throne instead of Christ our Savior.  
• Pride causes us to not own our sin, nor be broken over it and the damage it 

causes others in and out of the church.  
• Pride keeps us from apologizing to those we have offended.  
• Pride keeps us from authentic biblical repentance and restoration.  
• Pride is deadly to our personal and spiritual life, and to the life of the church.  
• Pride is as ancient as the fall of Satan, and is still one of his favorite tools. 

http://www.biblerelatedministries.org/5Iwills.pdf 

3. Proverbs 16:17–18 (NKJV) — 17 The highway of the upright is to depart 
from evil; He who keeps his way preserves his soul. 18 Pride goes before 
destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.  


