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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

THE WEIGHT OF TRUTH 
LUKE 23:1-23 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. The illegal and unjust trial of Jesus Christ 

1. A lot has happened in the short span of a few hours – around midnight Jesus 
was betrayed by one of his disciples, Judas,  
a) Then illegally arrested, brought before Annas the former high priest (who 

still held a great deal of power) and then Caiaphas, his son-in-law, who 
was the current high priest, and then finally Jesus was brought before the 
Sanhedrin, the Jewish Supreme Court made up of 70 plus men  

b) Three illegal trials, all take place before 3am – they were in a hurry to get 
rid of Jesus 

c) The charge they come up with – blasphemy – Jesus “falsely” claimed to 
be the Messiah and even worse, claimed to be God 

d) Verdict – guilty. His sentence – death. All before the sun comes up.  
2. We read in Matt 27:1 When morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the 

people plotted (took counsel) against Jesus to put Him to death. 
a) From 3am – 5am, after Jesus had already been charged, convicted, and 

sentenced – for two hours they mocked Him, spit on Him, and abused Him  
b) And then when the day broke, they go through the same process again, to 

add some type of validity to the illegal trial that had taken place the night 
before 

B. By 6am Jesus had been official charged of blasphemy, found guilty, and sentenced to 
death 

1. They only thing left to do was carry out His sentence – to execute Him  
2. Romans, who were now the occupying power in Jerusalem, did not permit the 

Jews to carry out an execution 
a) These Jewish leaders were happy to pass on this responsibility to the 

Romans, possibly out of fear of the people  
3. There was still one issue standing in the way of their plan to get rid of Jesus – the 

Roman government would have little interest in a man claiming to be the Jewish 
Messiah even if He also claimed to be God. 
a) These were clever men, they were prepared for that too 

 
23:1 Then the whole multitude of them arose and led Him to Pilate. 2 And they began to 
accuse Him, saying, “We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to pay taxes 
to Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ, a King.” 
 



C.   Seventy plus men arose and led Jesus to Pilate 

1. A scene Pilate had never witnessed before.  
2. They don’t accuse Jesus of blasphemy; they were too cunning for that  
3. They present three different charges against Him 

a) Perverting the nation – misleading/turning people against Rome – 
essentially Jesus is a terrorist or an insurrectionist – stirring up an anti-
Roman sentiment – leading a charge against the Roman Empire  
(1) Charge that would have been worthy of capital punishment at the 

very least 
b) Encouraging people to stop paying taxes to Caesar  
c) Jesus claimed to be a King 

4. A little truth mixed with a whole lot of lies 
a) Jesus did speak of taxes – He told the people to render to Caesar what is 

Caesar’s and render to God what is God’s  
b) He didn’t claim to be a king, He claimed to be the King! 
c) He wasn’t perverting the nation, He was cleansing it  

5. Still, their plan was clever, appeal to the pride and wealth of Rome 
 
3 Then Pilate asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” He answered him and said, 
“It is as you say.” 4 So Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no fault in this 
Man.” 
 
II. PILATE 

A. Pilate was no fool – he didn’t stumble into his place of authority  

1. He would have had to move up the ranks of the Roman military to hold the seat 
that he now held  

2. That seat was one of a prefect, or governor, of all Judea – 3 jobs 
a) He was responsible for Rome’s military presence in the region, he 

oversaw the taxation of the people in his region, and he was responsible 
for maintaining peace 

b) To maintain law and order he was given the authority of judge, jury, and 
executioner 

3. Scholars and historians describe Pilate as strong willed, short tempered, 
vengeful, and ruthless 
a) Pilate wanted to build an aqueduct and he wanted to use money from the 

temple treasury to pay for it. This sparked massive protests by the Jewish 
people. It is said that Pilate sent into the crowds soldiers dressed as 
common people, and at a certain signal they took out daggers and 
attacked the people. 

b) There is also mention of an event in Luke 13 in which Pilate mingled the 
blood of Galileans with their sacrifices 

c) Don’t know a lot about this event other than Pilate felt the need to have 
Galileans executed in the midst of their sacrificial worship 

4. He was despised by the Jewish people and he was slowly losing his position  
a) But Pilate sees right through their claims – “Are you the King of the Jews?” 

– “It is as you say.” “I find no fault in this Man.” 
 



John 18:28 Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. 
But they themselves did not go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they 
might eat the Passover.  29 Pilate then went out to them and said, “What accusation do you 
bring against this Man?” 30 They answered and said to him, “If He were not an evildoer, we 
would not have delivered Him up to you.” 31 Then Pilate said to them, “You take Him and 
judge Him according to your law.” Therefore the Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to 
put anyone to death,” 32 that the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which He spoke, signifying 
by what death He would die. 33 Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and 
said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered him, “Are you speaking for 
yourself about this, or did others tell you this concerning Me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a 
Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered You to me. What have You done?” 
36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My 
servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not 
from here.” 37 Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus answered, “You say 
rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the 
world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” 
38 Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” And when he had said this, he went out again to the 
Jews, and said to them, “I find no fault in Him at all.” 

B. The weight of truth 

1. There is an inescapable weightiness about truth. It resonates whether we want to 
accept it or not. It strikes deep and grips our soul – it’s like a singer with perfect 
pitch, not matter who you are, it rings true 

2. Rom 2:14 ESV For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do 
what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do 
not have the law. 15 They show that the work of the law is written on their 
hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting 
thoughts accuse or even excuse them 
a) Even Pilate’s wife was burdened with the truth of Jesus’ innocence – she 

sent a message to Pilate “Have nothing to do with that just Man, for I have 
suffered many things today in a dream because of Him.” 

3. Jesus said the truth sets us free – but that is only if we are willing to yield to it. If 
we resist it, if we deny it, the weight of it becomes crushing 
a) You see this in Paul’s encounter with Jesus. He believed he was on God’s 

mission persecuting the early church  
(1) On the road to Damascus, he was knocked of his donkey by a 

blinding light, and he heard a voice from heaven asking “why are 
you persecuting Me? Is it hard for you to kick against the goads?” 

b) Why are you resisting My voice? Why are you ignoring what is true? 
C. The irony of asking Jesus “what is truth?” and then going out to the crowds and 

confessing what is true 

1. There is no fault in this man! 7 times Pilate will make this profession. This man is 
innocent. Pilate was genuinely wrestling with this fact. 

 
Luke 23:5 But they were the more fierce, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout 
all Judea, beginning from Galilee to this place.” 6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked if the 
Man were a Galilean. 7 And as soon as he knew that He belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he 
sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 8 Now when Herod saw Jesus, he 
was exceedingly glad; for he had desired for a long time to see Him, because he had heard 
many things about Him, and he hoped to see some miracle done by Him. 9 Then he 



questioned Him with many words, but He answered him nothing. 10 And the chief priests and 
scribes stood and vehemently accused Him. 11 Then Herod, with his men of war, treated Him 
with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him back to Pilate. 
12 That very day Pilate and Herod became friends with each other, for previously they had 
been at enmity with each other.   
 
III. WHO’S ON TRIAL  

A. Pilate was looking for a loophole – something that would appease his conscious  

1. When he heard that Jesus was from Galilee, he saw his way out 
2. Galilee, that’s Herod’s jurisdiction, and Herod is here in Jerusalem because 

everyone is here in Jerusalem right now – and he immediately passed him off to 
Herod 

B. Herod had desired to see Jesus 

1. The reason he wanted to see Him matters. It’s interesting that different people 
desired different things from Jesus.  The shallow wanted tricks, the desperate 
wanted healing, some wanted knowledge, others wanted to be in His presence 

2. Jesus had a different response depending on why people came 
3. With Herod, He answered Him nothing, not a word. 
4. So Herod joins in on the mockery – he’s heard no evidence, no charges – but he 

certainly doesn’t see Jesus as a threat to the Roman Empire 
a) They put an expensive rob on him and send Him back to Pilate  

5. Herod had to have been relived – because there was a belief in Herod’s 
household that Jesus was John the Baptist come back from the dead 

 
13 Then Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the 
people, 14 said to them, “You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the people. 
And indeed, having examined Him in your presence, I have found no fault in this Man 
concerning those things of which you accuse Him; 15 no, neither did Herod, for I sent you 
back to him; and indeed nothing deserving of death has been done by Him. 16 I will therefore 
chastise Him and release Him” 17 (for it was necessary for him to release one to them at the 
feast). 18 And they all cried out at once, saying, “Away with this Man, and release to us 
Barabbas”—19 who had been thrown into prison for a certain rebellion made in the city, and 
for murder. 20 Pilate, therefore, wishing to release Jesus, again called out to them. 21 But they 
shouted, saying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” 22 Then he said to them the third time, “Why, 
what evil has He done? I have found no reason for death in Him. I will therefore chastise Him 
and let Him go.” 23 But they were insistent, demanding with loud voices that He be crucified. 
And the voices of these men and of the chief priests prevailed.  
 

C. Pilate continues to attempt to walk the line of appeasing the people and appeasing his 
conscience 

1. Both are pressing in on him. How can he satisfy the crowds and placate his 
conscience? 

2. Release Barabbas – the crowds were not interested – Beat Jesus even further – 
that only amplified the crowd’s lust for blood 

 



3. There is no halfway when it comes to the truth of the identity of Jesus 
a) That is exactly what the world attempts to do with Jesus because you 

simply cannot deny the impact He has had on human history 
b) John Stuart Mill, a philosopher and skeptic, writes – “When this pre-

eminent genius is combined with the qualities of probably the greatest 
moral reformer, and martyr to that mission, who ever existed upon earth, 
religion cannot be said to have made a bad choice in pitching on this man 
as the ideal representative and guide of humanity; nor, even now, would it 
be easy, even for an unbeliever, to find a better translation of the rule of 
virtue from the abstract into the concrete, than to endeavor so to live that 
Christ would approve our life.” 

c) William Lecky, a noted Irish historian and an opponent of organized 
Christianity wrote “It was reserved for Christianity to present to the world 
an ideal character, which through all the changes of eighteen centuries 
has inspired the hearts of men with an impassioned love; has shown itself 
capable of acting on all ages, nations, temperaments, and conditions; has 
been not only the highest pattern of virtue but the strongest incentive to its 
practice; and has exercised so deep an influence that it may be truly said 
that the simple record of [Jesus’] three short years of active life has done 
more to regenerate and to soften mankind than all the disquisitions of 
philosophers, and all other exhortations of moralists.” 

d) Maybe Jesus was crazy, a madman with outrageous claims - Christian 
philosopher Peter Kreeft writes “A measure of your insanity is the size of 
the gap between what you think you are and what you really are. If I think I 
am the greatest philosopher in America, I am only an arrogant fool; if I 
think I am Napoleon, I am probably over the edge; if I think I am a 
butterfly, I am fully embarked from the sunny shores of sanity. But if I think 
I am God, I am even more insane because the gap between anything 
finite and the infinite God is even greater than the gap between any two 
finite things, even a man and a butterfly. Well, then, why not liar or lunatic? 
But almost no one who has read the Gospels can honestly and seriously 
consider that option. The savviness, the canniness, the human wisdom, 
the attractiveness of Jesus emerge from the Gospels with an unavoidable 
force to any but the most hardened and prejudiced reader. “Jesus has in 
abundance precisely those three qualities which liars and lunatics most 
conspicuously lack: (1) His practical wisdom, His ability to read human 
hearts …. (2) His deep and winning love, His passionate compassion, His 
ability to attract people and make them feel at home and forgiven, His 
authority; and above all (3) His ability to astonish, His unpredictability, His 
creativity. Liars and lunatics are all so dull and predictable! No one who 
knows the Gospels and human beings can seriously entertain the 
possibility that Jesus was a liar or a lunatic….”  
(1) You must make your choice. C.S. Lewis says “Either this man was, 

and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something worse. You 
can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a 
demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But 
let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a 
great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not 
intend to.” 

 



e) I’ll accept Him as a philosopher or a moral guide – He didn’t claim to be 
any of those thing 

f) He is either the Savior of the world or He is a liar. We can’t try to appease 
our conscience with half truths  

IV. VICTIM OR VICTOR 

A. These men were faced with undeniable, soul gripping, truth and they made a choice 

1. Judas chose to betray Him, Annas and Caiaphas chose to illegally arrest and try 
Him, the Jewish Supreme Court decided to condemn Him to death, Herod 
decided to mock him, and Pilate ultimately decided to give into the will of the 
people and have Him execute 

2. Let be clear Jesus was not a victim. He was never subject to human decisions 
a) Through earthly eyes, Jesus appeared to be the one on trial – through 

Spiritual eyes it was actually these men who were on trial 
3. That is the great paradox of Jesus’s crucifixion - the ones who seemed to be in 

power, standing in judgement of Jesus were actually the ones being judged 
4. None of them really determined the destiny of Jesus, but what they did with 

Jesus determined their own destiny 
a) Matt 27 – Pilate asks the question “What shall I do with Jesus who is 

called the Christ?”  
b) But as one commentator writes “No earthly authority can determine the 

destiny of Jesus, every soul’s destiny is determined by what that person 
does with Jesus. The question is not what will you do with Jesus, the 
question is when you see Him face-to-face, what will He do with you.”  

c) People think they are condemning Jesus when they proudly declare their 
disbelief, that they are judging Him and finding Him lacking - but they are 
actually bringing judgement upon themselves - our opinion of Jesus does 
not change who Jesus is 

d) Judas betrayed himself - Annas and Caiaphas pronounced themselves 
guilty - the Sanhedrin bore witness against themselves - and Herod and 
Pilate condemned themselves to death - the power dynamics were 
certainly different then they appeared 

5. John 3:16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through Him might be saved. 18 “He who believes in Him is 
not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 
19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 
20 For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 But he who does the truth 
comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have 
been done in God.” 
a) What will you do with Jesus? How we answer that question doesn’t 

change His destiny, it changes ours 
b) Let’s not be too quick to think we have settled this matter – we may have 

trusted Jesus as our Savior, but do we believe He is our King 
(1) Do we treat His words like the suggestions of a philosopher or like 

the ramblings of a fool or do we accept them as the words of our 
God and King? 


