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THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 
 

THE PRAYER OF OUR HIGH PRIEST 
JOHN 17 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Immediately following Jesus’ final discourse with his disciples, preparing them for life 
without His physical presence, Jesus turns to His Father and begins to pray 

1. There is no preparation without prayer  
2. Known as the High Priestly Prayer 

a) Hebrews 4:14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has 
ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the 
faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable 
to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been 
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.  

b) The author of Hebrews spends a great deal of time reinforcing the truth 
that Jesus Christ is our Great High Priest – mankind’s representative 
before God – interceding for us continually 

c) Here in John 17 we see Him fulfilling His priestly duties as He prays for 
Himself, prays for His disciples, and He prays for us 

B. We get to listen in on the most intimate of conversations between Jesus and His 
Heavenly Father 

1. AW Pink writes -  “In John 17 the veil is drawn aside, and we are admitted with 
our great High Priest into "the holiest of all." Here we approach the secret place 
of the tabernacle of the Most High, therefore it is important for us to put off our 
shoes from off our feet, listening with humble, reverent and prepared hearts, for 
the place whereon we now stand is indeed holy ground.” 

2. The disciples needed to hear this - we need to hear this, these are the desires of 
Jesus’ heart 
a) As followers of Jesus, as His body, everything He asks for should be the 

cry of our heart as well 
 
John 17:1 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour 
has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, 2 as You have given Him 
authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as You have given Him. 
3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
You have sent. 4 I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have 
given Me to do. 5 And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I 
had with You before the world was. 



II. JESUS PRAYS FOR HIMSELF 

A. What is at the center of Jesus’ High Priestly prayer? That God would be glorified 
(magnified) 

1. When we talk about God’s glory, we run the risk of falling into a sea of 
Christianeese and religious jargon 

2. But how to you try to articulate the weight of everything that God is? 
3. It’s like saying the Sun is big – that’s true but fails to capture the enormity of it 

a) We often use comparisons – 1.3 million earths could fit into the sun 
4. Here’s the problem – God is without comparison 

a) As the prophet Isaiah said in Isaiah 40:18 - To whom can you compare 
God? To what image can you liken him?, Exodus 15:11 Who among the 
gods is like you, O LORD ? Who is like you; majestic in holiness, 
awesome in glory, David writes in Psalm 89:6 For who in the skies can 
compare to the Lord?, Psa 77:13 O God, your deeds are extraordinary! 
What god can compare to our great God? 

b) How do you describe the glory of God when there is nothing that comes 
close to Him, nothing we can compare him to? 

B. That’s why God gave us Jesus - glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you 

1. As Jesus prays for Himself, His primary aim is to glorify His Father, to bring the 
God of this universe into plain view 

2. See this in the way Jesus taught the disciples to pray - Our Father which art in 
heaven, hallowed be they name 
a) The word hallowed means sanctified, set apart, to be made holy 

(1) Not simply setting one thing apart from another, it’s displaying how 
set apart God is from everything thing else in this world 

b) "Hallowed be thy name" is a request, not a declaration. Jesus isn’t simply 
saying, "Lord, your name is glorious," He is saying "Lord, cause your 
name to be set apart and exalted above all other names.” 
(1) Lift up my name and set it apart so that I may in turn lift you up and 

set you apart 
(2) As Jesus prays for himself, as he prays for disciples, as he prays 

for you and me – this is what he asks for – God let your name be 
made known, be magnified in Me – be magnified in my disciples – 
and be magnified in all that will believe in the name of Jesus 

C. Paul sums this up eloquently in: 

1. 2 Corinthians 4:5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, 
“Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give 
us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. 
7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing 
power is from God and not from us. 
a) God’s incomparable glory was made manifest through the person of Jesus 

Christ, and then the glory of Christ was deposited in these jars of clay so 
the power of God would shine all the more brightly. 
 

6 “I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the world. They 
were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 7 Now they have known that 
all things which You have given Me are from You. 8 For I have given to them the words which 



You have given Me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came forth 
from You; and they have believed that You sent Me. 9 “I pray for them. I do not pray for the 
world but for those whom You have given Me, for they are Yours. 10 And all Mine are Yours, 
and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. 
 
III. JESUS MADE MANIFEST THROUGH THE DISCIPLES 

A. Because of Jesus, we don’t have to wonder about the character of God 

1. It should be the same for the body of Christ 
2. That is the beginning of true revival – reorienting ourselves around this purpose 

a) Somewhere along the line we have lost our desire to be holy just as God 
is holy 

b) We have welcomed our positional holiness through Jesus with open arms 
and then ignored our practical holiness (social justice without personal 
purity) 

c) The biggest mistake we can make is to proclaim we are followers of Christ 
while looking nothing like Him – telling without showing 

 
John 17:11 Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. 
Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be 
one as We are. 12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom 
You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, 
that they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them Your word; and the 
world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do 
not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the 
evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them by Your 
truth. Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the 
world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth. 
 
IV. SANCTIFIED BY THE TRUTH  

A. Jesus wasn't blind to the difficulties the disciples would face because of his physical 
absence. 

1. For three years he has guided them and protected them, and He is fully aware of 
the struggles that lie ahead. 

2. He promised them the Holy Spirit, He promised that he would not remove his 
presence from them, but He also knew the battle that lied ahead of them 

B. Keep through Your name 

1. Keep – means to guard, not only to protect but to prevent from escaping 
2. Comes from the Greek word for fortress 

a) Keep in medieval times - fortified tower built within the castle walls and it 
was used as a refuge of last resort should the rest of the castle fall to an 
adversary 

b) Jesus prays that God would give them the courage and strength to resist 
the temptation to run – to remain sanctified, set apart – resist the 
temptation to conform to the world 

 



3. In the same breath He prays for unity - that they may be one as he and the 
Father are one 

4. There is strength in unity – there is accountability - Church isn’t a religious hoop 
to jump through but it is vital for a consistent, steadfast relationship with Jesus 

5. Not just attendance but unity. Joining together with one mind 
 
20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 
21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one 
in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me I have 
given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they 
may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Me, and have 
loved them as You have loved Me.  
 
V. JESUS PRAYS FOR US 

A. Jesus prays for unity in the body, this is immensely important to Him.  

1. Why is unity so important? Look at what it accomplishes:  
a) “that the world may believe that You sent Me.” 
b) “that the world may know that You have sent Me” 
c) Theirs is nothing that glorify the Lord more than unity in His church – it is 

the kind of witness that leads to salvation in those who see it 
B. Paul understood the importance of this, you see it throughout his letters to the churches 

1. Ephesians 4:3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond 
of peace., - Philippians 2:2 Complete my joy by being of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. - Colossians 3:14 And above 
all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 
a) Above all – it should be our top priority 

C. Paul says make every effort to keep the unity. How can we as a body remain unified for 
the glory of God? 

1. We are all unified in Christ, that work is complete (that’s why Paul says keep),  
2. Unity in the church body is something we will always need to fight to maintain 

because of the constant opposition to it. 
3. So how do we remain unified and avoid giving the devil a foothold? 

 
VI. HERE ARE THREE PRACTICAL, BIBLICAL WAYS 

A. Gather Together 

1. The term “one another” appears 136 times in the New Testament  
2. Live in peace with one another, love one another, be kindly affectionate to one 

another, in honor give preference to one another, be of the same mind toward 
one another, receive one another, greet one another with a holy kiss, care for 
one another, through love serve one another, bear one another's burdens, be 
kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, comfort one another 

3. How can we do these things if we are not with one another 
a) They say 80% of success is simply showing up and when it comes to 

staying unified as a church I would have to agree 
 



b) Any married couple can tell you that it is possible to be present and not be 
together – show up at 9:35am, leave right when the service ends and then 
wonder why we are not connecting with people 

c) There is no better way to get connected with the church body then to 
serve 

d) Serving creates all kinds of opportunities to live out these “one anothers” 
B. Guard Our Words 

1. Unity, like trust, is gained slowly and lost quickly  
2. Jas 3:5-8  So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great 

things. How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire!  (6)  And the 
tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our 
members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, 
and set on fire by hell.  (7)  For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and 
sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind,  (8)  but no 
human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 
a) Here is a scary thought, we are all carrying around, at all the times, the 

single most destructive weapon on the planet  
3. We should be using our words to build the body up, not tear it down 

VII. UNITY IS NOT UNIFORMITY 

A. Unity doesn’t mean we all look the same and act the same – doesn’t mean we all agree 
on everything  

1. But when it comes to the important things – we share the same mind – what are 
the important things? 

B. Gospel unity  

1. Paul tells us in Galatians that if anyone preaches another gospel let them be 
accursed 

2. Anathema – to cut off, to separate  
3. This is the division that Jesus spoke of when He said “Do not think that I have 

come to bring peace, but a sword. Strange words for someone who is now 
praying for unity 
a) The gospel is divisive – God created, man fell, Jesus, fully man and fully 

God came to earth in the flesh as a sacrifice for our sins, died, rose again, 
sits and the right hand of the Father and is coming back for us 

b) Those kinds of claims either make Jesus a liar, a lunatic, or the Savior of 
the world 

c) We are unified in our belief that He is exactly who He claims to be 
C. There needs to be Missional Unity 

1. This is the “why” we gather together  
2. We gather together so that Jesus can be made plain through lives  

 
a) If we come to church with any other mission in mind, things get messy 
b) Jas 4:1  Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they 

not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? 
c) When we come to church with our agenda instead of God’s agenda 

we become divided 
 



d) One pastor was at the back of his church watching his congregation 
worship and a gentleman came up to him and said “This has the potential 
to be a phenomenal voter base”  

e) People often see church as an opportunity to promote their thing 
3. Pastor John has always made it clear that the focus is to love people and teach 

them the word - Often whisper in my ear as he passes by me on stage, “give 
them Jesus” 

D. Organizational unity 

1. Simply understanding how the individual members of the church fit together to 
work as one body 

2. 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 For just as the body is one and has many members, 
and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. 
a) There are decisions that have to be made in a church body that are not 

clearly outlined in scripture 
(1) The word of God gives us principals that we follow, then we must 

decide how to practically apply them to everyday decisions  
(2) For example, the Bible has a lot to say about parenting but as a 

dad I have to decide how to practically live that out in my home 
3. God has appointed leaders in the church body to make many of those types of 

decisions 
a) The order of the service, the length of the service, whether the teaching 

will be topical or verse by verse exposition, what ministries exist within the 
church, what color should the walls be painted, what songs to sing during 
worship 

b) The people who make those decisions are not more important than 
anyone else, that is just the role that God has given them. 

4. What do we do if we don’t agree with one of those decisions? 
a) What tends to happen is we go around telling everyone what needs to 

happen “The church needs to address current events more,” “the church 
needs to be more politically active,” “the drums are too loud”, “they need a 
harp player on the worship team”, “church starts to early”, “church starts 
too late” 
(1) We tend to tell everyone but the people making the decisions 
(2) That’s divisive, that’s sinful 
(3) When something like this comes up, we need to pray and ask God 

“is this just an issue of personal preference or is there a legitimate 
problem here.” 

(4) If it is a legitimate problem, then take it to the person who can make 
a change.  

 
24 “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they 
may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the 
world. 25 O righteous Father! The world has not known You, but I have known You; and these 
have known that You sent Me. 26 And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, 
that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” 
 



VIII. GOD WITH US 

A. Jesus’ desires to be with us 

1. On March 2nd, 1791 the famous theologian John Wesley was lying on his death 
bed surrounded by family and friends 
a) He began to utter words that none of the family could make out 
b) Betsy Ritchie, the Wesley’s housekeeper was present during this time and 

here is how she described that moment 
c) “Finding we could not understand what he said, he paused a little, and 

then with all the remaining strength he had, cried out, ‘The best of all is, 
God is with us”; and then, as if to assert the faithfulness of our promise-
keeping Jehovah and comfort the hearts of his weeping friends, lifting up 
his dying arm in token of victory and raising his feeble voice with a holy 
triumph not to be expressed, again repeated the heart-reviving words, 
“The best of all is, God is with us!” 

d) John Wesley understood something about the presence of God that he 
carried with him until his last moments here on earth 

e) “Best of all God is with us!” and He looks forward to the day that we get to 
be with Him. 

 


