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ACTS 
 

To Be Continued 
Acts 28 

                                  
I. Shipwrecked but Alive 

a. 276 men (prisoners, crewmen, soldiers), shaken, freezing, but alive wash up on shore in 
Malta (map) 

i. Just as Paul had prophesied their ship was destroyed but not one man was lost 
ii. Paul’s life was a living, breathing testimony to the goodness of God – “For there 

stood by me this night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I 
serve” – “Therefore take heart, men, for I believe God that it will be just as it was 
told me.”  

1. How do we get to that place? Over many years the Lord had taught Paul 
to trust Him. “Do not fear for I am with you.” Those encouraging words had 
sunk down to the core of who Paul was as a man, they had changed him. 

2. Trust in God is transformative - Heb 11:6  But without faith it is 
impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe 
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek 
Him. 

a. What pleases God? Trust – taking Him at His word.  
iii. The man or woman who trusts God is a living testimony to the goodness of God. 

It is the man or woman who believes God in the midst of the storm, in the midst 
of the trial, who points people directly to the Cross.  

 
Act 28:1-2  Now when they had escaped (thoroughly saved), they then found out that the 
island was called Malta.  (2)  And the natives showed us unusual kindness; for they kindled a 
fire and made us all welcome, because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold. (3)  
But when Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and laid them on the fire, a viper came out 
because of the heat, and fastened on his hand.  (4)  So when the natives saw the creature 
hanging from his hand, they said to one another, "No doubt this man is a murderer, whom, 
though he has escaped the sea, yet justice does not allow to live." 
 

II. Paul and the Natives 
a. Unusual kindness – They saw the sad shape this crew was in – cold, wet, and 

exhausted – and welcomed them. 
i. Paul can’t sit still – he’s up and around looking for sticks to stoke the fire. 

b. As he placed this bundle of sticks on the fire the heat caused a viper to come out of the 
bundle and fasten to Paul’s hand 

i. Obviously the natives recognized this species of snake and it would be safe to 
say that many of their friends and family had been bitten by this type of snake.  

1. Safe to assume that many of their friends and families had died from the 
bite 

ii. When the natives saw this, they came to the conclusion that Paul was murderer. 
Justice should have a capital J - “Justice (Dee-kay, the goddess of justice and 
revenge) does not allow to live.” 



1. Greek Greek poem which tells of ‘a murderer who escaped from a storm 
at sea and was shipwrecked on the Libyan coast, only to be killed by a 
viper’. 

 
(5)  But he shook off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm.  (6)  However, they were 
expecting that he would swell up or suddenly fall down dead. But after they had looked for a 
long time and saw no harm come to him, they changed their minds and said that he was a 
god. 
 

c. Worldly logic is about as firm a foundation as the shifting sands on a shore 
i. One minute Paul is a murderer condemned to death, the next minute Paul is a 

god 
ii. Very similar to the situation Paul found himself in when he healed a man in 

Lystra – one minute they were trying to worship him as a god, the next minute 
they stoned him within an inch of his life 

iii. What do you expect when there is no anchor to your belief system? When there 
is no solid rock to build your life upon.  

1. If you’re not firmly planted in the person of Jesus Christ (if your identity 
isn’t found in Him), life’s circumstances dictate your belief system. You are 
easily moved by your feelings – trials regularly shake your faith  

2. Your identity is often found in what others think of you – one minute you’re 
a god, the next you’re a murderer 

d. The story of the gospel is in the bite – snake in the garden, tempted Adam and Eve to 
sin, sin introduced death - because God is just. 

i. “In the book of Numbers, we find the Israelites in rebellion against God. God sent 
a plague of deadly serpents, called fiery serpents, simply because fire, or a fever, 
that ultimately led to death, was the predominate result of their bite. The people 
cried out for mercy and God instructed Moses to make a brass serpent, put it on 
a pole, and hold it up in the midst of the camp. Those who looked up at the 
serpent were healed.” 

ii. We all know John 3:16 – but do we know John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
15 that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For 
God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through Him might be saved. 

1. We are all deserving and we will all receive the bite of death – but for 
some, we will shake the snake off into fire as we step into the Kingdom of 
God forever 

e. It has been a rough few years for Paul 
i. First a life threating storm – he stands and boldly proclaims that not one life will 

be lost 
ii. A deadly viper bites his hand – he shakes it off into the fire – unmoved. Why? 

Because he believed God when He told him that he is going to Rome to testify in 
front of Caesar.  

iii. Paul knows how the story ends and when you know how the story ends it 
changes the way you look the trials of life. 

1. Some Christians act like they have no idea how this story ends. They live 
hopelessly, defeated, wallowing in self-pity.  

2. If the battle has already been won, shouldn’t we walk in confidence? Not a 
confidence in the flesh but a confidence in the Spirit? 



a. Psa 118:5-9  Out of my distress I called on the LORD; the 
LORD answered me and set me free.  (6)  The LORD is on my 
side; I will not fear. What can man do to me?  (7)  The LORD is 
on my side as my helper; I shall look in triumph on those who 
hate me.  (8)  It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to 
trust in man.  (9)  It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to 
trust in princes. 

b. Pro 14:26-27  In the fear of the LORD there is strong 
confidence, And His children will have a place of refuge.  (27)  
The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, To turn one away 
from the snares of death. 

i. This is a trust born out of an accurate view of who God is 
and an accurate view of who we are in relation to who God 
is.  

ii. Paul didn’t see the snake hanging on his hand and then try 
to convince himself that no harm would come to him. He 
didn’t seek out Luke for affirmation that he wouldn’t die. Luke 
is very specific in his wording – Paul shook it off and moved 
on. 

iii. Whether it was something as large as a raging hurricane or 
as small as snake Paul looked at them both in light of the 
God in whom he served  

III. Paul Ministers to the Natives 
 
(7)  In that region there was an estate of the leading citizen of the island, whose name was 
Publius, who received us and entertained us courteously for three days.  (8)  And it happened 
that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and dysentery (Malta fever- a fever that can last 
from months to years). Paul went in to him and prayed, and he laid his hands on him and 
healed him.  (9)  So when this was done, the rest of those on the island who had diseases also 
came and were healed.  (10)  They also honored us in many ways; and when we departed, they 
provided such things as were necessary.  
 

a. Pray for the sick   
i. Paul is in an interesting situation – we know from his epistles that he had what he 

described as “a thorn in the flesh” that he has prayed many times for relief from –  
ii. We don’t know exactly what that was, but we know the Lord’s response – “My 

grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” “I will use 
that thorn for my glory” 

1. Jon Courson writes - “Sometimes the greatest work flows through the very 
areas of our lives with which we ourselves struggle. Why? Because the 
very struggles you go through give you a compassion for and a sensitivity 
toward others in the same situation. Beethoven wrote his greatest 
symphonies when he couldn't hear a note. And Paul healed multitudes 
when he was in need of healing himself.” 

b. Healing has been perverted – distorted – men have used the power of healing for their 
own personal gain – sow into my ministry and God will answer your prayer for healing 

i. In attempt to right the ship we have over corrected – we should be praying 
fervently for the sick among us. Why? Because we are told to.  

ii. Jas 5:13-14  Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone 
cheerful? Let him sing praise.  (14)  Is anyone among you sick? Let him call 
for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with 
oil in the name of the Lord. 



1. When we pray for believers, they will be healed. Always, every time. 
Pastor what about husband? What about my child? We prayed for them to 
be healed!  

a. If we were to ask them how they felt today what would the tell us? 
b. They are more thoroughly healed than any of us could possibly 

understand.  
c. Let’s not neglect what we have been instructed to do.  

 
(11)  After three months we sailed in an Alexandrian ship whose figurehead was the Twin 
Brothers, which had wintered at the island.  (12)  And landing at Syracuse, we stayed three 
days.  (13)  From there we circled round and reached Rhegium. And after one day the south 
wind blew; and the next day we came to Puteoli,  (14)  where we found brethren, and were 
invited to stay with them seven days. And so we went toward Rome.  (15)  And from there, 
when the brethren heard about us, they came to meet us as far as Appii Forum and Three 
Inns. When Paul saw them, he thanked God and took courage.  (16)  Now when we came to 
Rome, the centurion delivered the prisoners to the captain of the guard; but Paul was 
permitted to dwell by himself with the soldier who guarded him.  (17)  And it came to pass 
after three days that Paul called the leaders of the Jews together. So when they had come 
together, he said to them: "Men and brethren, though I have done nothing against our people 
or the customs of our fathers, yet I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands 
of the Romans,  (18)  who, when they had examined me, wanted to let me go, because there 
was no cause for putting me to death.  (19)  But when the Jews spoke against it, I was 
compelled to appeal to Caesar, not that I had anything of which to accuse my nation.  (20)  For 
this reason therefore I have called for you, to see you and speak with you, because for the 
hope of Israel I am bound with this chain." 
 

IV. Paul In Rome 
a. This had to be an emotional moment for Paul 

i. He has dreamt of traveling to Rome as a young child and now he was here. The 
means were probably not as he had envisioned (chained night and day to a 
guard – most of them probably got saved) but as they say, God works in 
mysterious ways. 

ii. What was more moving for Paul than being in Rome was meeting the Christians 
who traveled many miles to encourage Paul. 

1. He thanked God for them and took courage. Ministry is a team sport, we 
were never meant to do this on our own.  

2. These folks traveled 40 miles on foot to be with Paul. We have a similar 
fellowship here.  

3. We are not the most convenient fellowship. We don’t have the coffee shop 
or the most up to date sound and video equipment. We don’t have a ton of 
programs or a softball team (at the moment). But many of you travel a 
long way because you believe in what God is doing here at Central.  

a. That means a great deal. That is so encouraging.  
b. Once Paul and his band of brothers get to Rome, Paul called the leaders of the Jews 

together 
i. Remember Paul has spent the last few years defending the gospel and his 

motives – so when he arrives in Rome and gathers the leaders together, he 
immediately makes his defense 

ii. He tells them he is not at war against the Jews (our people) – he explains why he 
was taken as a prisoner and how he found himself now in Rome.  

iii. Listen to their response  
 



(21)  Then they said to him, "We neither received letters from Judea concerning you, nor have 
any of the brethren who came reported or spoken any evil of you.  (22)  But we desire to hear 
from you what you think; for concerning this sect, we know that it is spoken against 
everywhere." 
 

c. What a humbling response 
i. We really haven’t heard anything about you, but we have heard about the 

“Christianity” (there was a church in Rome) and want to know more. 
 
(23)  So when they had appointed him a day, many came to him at his lodging, to whom he 
explained and solemnly testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus 
from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets, from morning till evening.  (24)  And some were 
persuaded by the things which were spoken, and some disbelieved.  (25)  So when they did 
not agree among themselves, they departed after Paul had said one word: "The Holy Spirit 
spoke rightly through Isaiah the prophet to our fathers,  (26)  saying, 'GO TO THIS PEOPLE 
AND SAY: "HEARING YOU WILL HEAR, AND SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND; AND SEEING YOU 
WILL SEE, AND NOT PERCEIVE;  (27)  FOR THE HEARTS OF THIS PEOPLE HAVE GROWN 
DULL. THEIR EARS ARE HARD OF HEARING, AND THEIR EYES THEY HAVE CLOSED, LEST 
THEY SHOULD SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, LEST THEY SHOULD 
UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR HEARTS AND TURN, SO THAT I SHOULD HEAL THEM." '  (28)  
"Therefore let it be known to you that the salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles, and 
they will hear it!"  (29)  And when he had said these words, the Jews departed and had a great 
dispute among themselves. 
 

V. Persuading Them Concerning Jesus 
a. Paul spent all day making the connection between the Messiah of the Old Testament 

and the person of Jesus Christ 
i. Some believed and some didn’t – as we have seen through-out the book of Acts 

the truth of the gospel divided these men.  
ii. Paul had a closing word to share with them from the mouth of Isaiah the prophet 

- HEARING YOU WILL HEAR, AND SHALL NOT UNDERSTAND; AND SEEING 
YOU WILL SEE, AND NOT PERCEIVE;  (27)  FOR THE HEARTS OF THIS 
PEOPLE HAVE GROWN DULL. THEIR EARS ARE HARD OF HEARING, AND 
THEIR EYES THEY HAVE CLOSED, LEST THEY SHOULD SEE WITH THEIR 
EYES AND HEAR WITH THEIR EARS, LEST THEY SHOULD UNDERSTAND 
WITH THEIR HEARTS AND TURN, SO THAT I SHOULD HEAL THEM 

iii. Oh and one last thing – since you have rejected these words the salvation of God 
has been sent to the Gentiles 

1. Paul wasn’t here to make friends – he was here in Rome to share the truth 
in love at whatever cost 

 
(30)  Then Paul dwelt two whole years in his own rented house, and received all who came to 
him,  (31)  preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which concern the Lord 
Jesus Christ with all confidence, no one forbidding him. 
 

b. What happened to Paul?  
i. Was he beheaded? Did he remain under house arrest? Was he released?  
ii. Luke isn’t writing a biography of Paul, he is writing about the beginning of Jesus 

work through the church – a work that continues today 
1. There’s a reason Luke doesn’t wrap things up neatly, the story continues 

today 



iii. He ends with Paul preaching the kingdom of God and teaching things which 
concern Jesus Christ 

1. Challenge to us – it is the power of the gospel that changes lives – are we 
getting to those conversations in our relationships 

2. Are we getting to the most important thing? – Jesus – lifestyle evangelism 
is great… 

3. In Paul’s defense to King Agrippa he said “Acts 26:19 “Therefore, King 
Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20 but 
declared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem, and 
throughout all the region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they 
should repent, turn to God, and do works befitting repentance. 

a. Paul also wrote to the church in Rome – Rom 1:16 For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also 
for the Greek. 

c. Paul was an evangelist in the purest sense of the word – submitted to God - called by 
the Holy Spirit, led by the Holy Spirit, and empowered by the Holy Spirit- Acts of the 
Holy Spirit – Paul was just the vessel 

i. The church exists today because of what God accomplished through this man 
submitted to Him  

1. What can he accomplish through us if we surrender fully to Him? 
2. God’s mission as long carried on after the death of Paul and it carries on 

today. Are we a part of it? 
 


