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ACTS 
 

Paul Before Felix 
Acts 24 

 
I. From Jerusalem to Rome 

a. Acts 20:22 And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the 
things that will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every 
city, saying that chains and tribulations await me. 24 But none of these things 
move me; nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with 
joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel 
of the grace of God. 

i. That is exactly what was waiting for him. After meeting with the Christians in 
Jerusalem and celebrating all that God was doing among the Gentiles, we read… 

ii. Acts 21:27 Now when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews from 
Asia, seeing him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands 
on him, 28 crying out, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man who teaches all 
men everywhere against the people, the law, and this place; and 
furthermore he also brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this 
holy place. 

iii. Acts 21:30 And all the city was disturbed; and the people ran together, 
seized Paul, and dragged him out of the temple; and immediately the doors 
were shut. 31 Now as they were seeking to kill him, news came to the 
commander of the garrison that all Jerusalem was in an uproar. 

1. When the crowds saw the commander coming, they stopped beating Paul 
– commander couldn’t quiet the crowds, so he had Paul brought into the 
barracks  

2. Once he discovered that Paul wasn’t the Egyptian that stirred up a 
rebellion, that Paul was Jewish, so he granted Paul’s request to speak to 
the people 

b. Acts 22 – Paul shares his background and his credentials and his initial treatment of 
those who followed the way 

i. And then he shared his conversion experience on the road to Damascus 
ii. And the crowds listened until he said that Jesus had instructed him to leave 

Jerusalem and take the gospel to the Gentiles 
1. That is when the crowd cried “He is not fit to live!” 

c. Acts 22:24 the commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks, and said 
that he should be examined under scourging, so that he might know why they 
shouted so against him. 25 And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said to the 
centurion who stood by, "Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman, 
and uncondemned? 

i. Sets off a chain of events that places Paul in front of some of the most influential 
leaders in the Roman Empire 

ii. After a plot to take Paul's life he is sent to Felix the governor 



iii. Acts 23:11 But the following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Be of 
good cheer, Paul; for as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so you 
must also bear witness at Rome.” 

II. Impossible Odds 
a. Paul’s obedience to God has put him at odds with two of the most powerful institutions 

of his time 
i. The Jews and the Roman Empire 

1.  As John Stott put it, he was a butterfly going head to head with a 
steamroller 

2. Paul didn’t see it that way – he looked past the institutions and saw the 
people 

b. Paul’s war wasn’t against the Jews or the Romans, he was fighting for them – he was 
fighting for their salvation 

i. Acts 26:28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost persuade me to become 
a Christian.” 29 And Paul said, “I would to God that not only you, but also 
all who hear me today, might become both almost and altogether such as I 
am, except for these chains.” 

III. Tertullus the Prosecutor  
Act 24:1-9  Now after five days Ananias the high priest came down with the elders and a 
certain orator named Tertullus. These gave evidence to the governor against Paul.  (2)  And 
when he was called upon, Tertullus began his accusation, saying: "Seeing that through you 
we enjoy great peace, and prosperity is being brought to this nation by your foresight,  (3)  we 
accept it always and in all places, most noble Felix, with all thankfulness.  (4)  Nevertheless, 
not to be tedious to you any further, I beg you to hear, by your courtesy, a few words from us.  
(5)  For we have found this man a plague, a creator of dissension among all the Jews 
throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes.  (6)  He even tried to 
profane the temple, and we seized him, and wanted to judge him according to our law.  (7)  But 
the commander Lysias came by and with great violence took him out of our hands,  (8)  
commanding his accusers to come to you. By examining him yourself you may ascertain all 
these things of which we accuse him."  (9)  And the Jews also assented, maintaining that 
these things were so. 

a. Tertullus was one of the most famous lawyers of his time 
i. As any great lawyer would do, he starts his opening statement with what the 

Romans called Captatio benevolentiae 
ii. “Seeing that through you we enjoy great peace, and prosperity is being brought 

to this nation by your foresight,  (3)  we accept it always and in all places, most 
noble Felix, with all thankfulness.  (4)  Nevertheless, not to be tedious to you any 
further” 

1. Empty words  
a. Peace? Under Felix riots were breaking out all the time! We have 

witnessed 3 of them in last few chapters alone 
i. Felix was known for brutally stopping these riots by force 

with much bloodshed -  
b. Noble Felix? His lust for women, money, and power were known 

through-out the region  
b. Tertullus accuses Paul of: 

i. Being a troublemaker and stirring up riots – serious political implications 
ii. Being a ringleader of a Nazarene Sect  
iii. Trying to desecrate the temple – serious religious implications because the 

Romans had given the Jews the authority to deal with offenses regarding their 
temple 



c. Tertullus goes on to say “we seized him and wanted to try him” – no, you kidnapped him 
and tried to kill him. 

i. “Commander Lysias came by and with great violence took him out of our hands” 
Wrong again, Lysias rescued him from your murderous plot 

1. The lies are just flowing – how does Paul keep silent? 
IV. Paul Gives His Defense 

Act 24:10-21  Then Paul, after the governor had nodded to him to speak, answered: "Inasmuch 
as I know that you have been for many years a judge of this nation, I do the more cheerfully 
answer for myself,  (11)  because you may ascertain that it is no more than twelve days since I 
went up to Jerusalem to worship.  (12)  And they neither found me in the temple disputing with 
anyone nor inciting the crowd, either in the synagogues or in the city.  (13)  Nor can they 
prove the things of which they now accuse me.  (14)  But this I confess to you, that according 
to the Way which they call a sect, so I worship the God of my fathers, believing all things 
which are written in the Law and in the Prophets.  (15)  I have hope in God, which they 
themselves also accept, that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the 
unjust.  (16)  This being so, I myself always strive to have a conscience without offense toward 
God and men.  (17)  "Now after many years I came to bring alms and offerings to my nation,  
(18)  in the midst of which some Jews from Asia found me purified in the temple, neither with a 
mob nor with tumult.  (19)  They ought to have been here before you to object if they had 
anything against me.  (20)  Or else let those who are here themselves say if they found any 
wrongdoing in me while I stood before the council,  (21)  unless it is for this one statement 
which I cried out, standing among them, 'Concerning the resurrection of the dead I am being 
judged by you this day.' " 

a. Paul is a smart man and does his best to come up with a compliment for Felix – but the 
best he can do is – “you have been a judge for many years”  

i. He addresses each of Terullus’ accusation individually 
ii. Troublemaker? I have only been in Jerusalem for 12 days and I went there to 

worship. When they seized me, I wasn’t debating or trying to rile up a crowd. 
They can’t provide a single witness to say I was. 

iii. A leader of a Nazarene Sect? But this I confess to you, that according to the 
Way which they call a sect, so I worship the God of my fathers, believing all 
things which are written in the Law and in the Prophets. 

1. I strive to maintain a right relationship with God and men 
2. Paul again points out that he isn’t undermining the law  

iv. Desecrating the temple? I came to the temple to bring offerings. 
1. It was Jews from Asia who found me quietly worshiping and they caused 

the riot. Where are they to accuse me? They ought to have been here 
before you to object if they had anything against me. 

a. Under Roman law the penalty was very strong for accusers who 
abandoned their charges 

b. Paul closes with this statement – the reason I am standing before you know is because 
I believe in the resurrection of the dead. 

i. I am on trial because Jesus lives -  
ii. Terullus tried to confuse the issue, but Paul made it simple, it all came down to 

Jesus.  
1. Jesus wasn’t a leader of some obscure sect – He was the fulfillment of the 

law and everything the prophets spoke of 
iii. Road to Emmaus - Jesus opened the scriptures and explained, beginning with 

Moses and the prophets, all things concerning Himself 
1. I share the same hope of the resurrection that "these men" do 

 



V. Paul Before Felix 
Act 24:22-27  But when Felix heard these things, having more accurate knowledge of the Way, 
he adjourned the proceedings and said, "When Lysias the commander comes down, I will 
make a decision on your case."  (23)  So he commanded the centurion to keep Paul and to let 
him have liberty, and told him not to forbid any of his friends to provide for or visit him.  (24)  
And after some days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for Paul 
and heard him concerning the faith in Christ.  (25)  Now as he reasoned about righteousness, 
self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and answered, "Go away for now; 
when I have a convenient time I will call for you."  (26)  Meanwhile he also hoped that money 
would be given him by Paul, that he might release him. Therefore he sent for him more often 
and conversed with him.  (27)  But after two years Porcius Festus succeeded Felix; and Felix, 
wanting to do the Jews a favor, left Paul bound. 

a. Felix was familiar with Christians through either his Jewish wife Drusilla  
i. Felix ultimately doesn’t make a ruling. Instead, he stalls. “I’ll wait for Lysias to get 

here and then I’ll make my ruling. 
ii. Why did he stall? He couldn’t convict Paul – the tribune, the Sanhedrin, and 

Tertullus failed to build a substantial case against him.  
1. But, because of his love for money and power, he couldn’t let Paul go. He 

hoped that Paul would bribe him and he also wanted to gain favor with the 
Jews 

2. So, he did the only thing he could do, he postponed the decision. 
iii. The Romans had differing degrees of imprisonment – since Paul was a Roman 

citizen and hadn’t been convicted of anything Paul was given custodia libera 
which was essentially “house arrest” 

1. He would be under constant guard but his friends were free to come and 
go as they pleased 

2. Paul remained under house arrest for over two years before his next 
formal hearing  

a. As we see here through-out that time Felix conducted his own 
private investigation of Paul 

b. The first time Felix sent for Paul, his wife Drusilla was with him 
i. Drusilla was Felix’s third wife.  She was known to be extremely attractive and 

extremely married when Felix first met her. History tells us that Felix had 
seduced her away from her husband with the help of a magician.  

1. They were both known to be less than moral individuals 
2. We don’t have to question Felix’s motivation for calling Paul, scripture tells 

us he wanted to get paid 
3. But Paul took advantage of the opportunity 

c. What did Paul talk about? The same thing he always talked about when given the 
opportunity, his faith in Christ 

i. Luke also adds that Paul reasoned with Felix about righteousness, self-control, 
and the judgment the come 

ii. Paul stood before the man who, in an earthly sense, held his very life in his 
hands and what did he tell him? 

iii. Paul told Felix about his great need for the righteousness of Jesus Christ in the 
context of his current broken condition.  

1. I am standing in judgement before you, but one day you will stand in 
judgement before God - without the righteousness of Jesus imparted to 
you the wrath of God will be poured out on you 

d. Whether Paul was speaking to a crowd or speaking to an individual he always preached 
the gospel in context.  



i. He knew his audience, he knew their idols, and he made their desperate need for 
Jesus personal. 

ii. Isn’t this the example Jesus gave us with the rich young ruler? The rich young 
ruler ran up to Jesus and asked what must I do to inherit eternal life? Jesus said 
you know the commandants. The man said of course, I have kept them all from 
my youth.  

iii. Mark 10:21 Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “One 
thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and 
follow Me.” 22 But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he 
had great possessions. Difficulty of Riches 

1. There are things that stand in the way of men and women giving their lives 
to Jesus. Salvation doesn’t come from selling all your stuff. Salvation 
comes from trusting in Jesus. Jesus knew this man could not grab ahold 
of Him until he let go of his treasure.  

a. It’s been said that effective evangelism doesn’t take place in a 
vacuum. Tracks have a place but nothing replaces investing in 
someone’s life, getting to know them and their hurts and their 
struggles and being able to share Jesus within the context of their 
lives.  

b. Jesus and the woman at the well, Jesus and Nicodemus, Jesus 
and the fishermen, Jesus and Pilate  

i. People don’t always appreciate when someone touches their 
idols, ask John the Baptist  

iv. I believe Paul’s conversations with Felix were encouragements to let go of his 
love for power, his lust for women, and his desire to be in control and give that all 
to Jesus.  

v. Felix’s response – fear  "Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will 
call for you." 

1. Felix would continue to toy with the idea, but there is no evidence he 
responded to the truth.  

2. In fact, he left Paul in chains when he was replaced in office by Porcius 
Festus to do the Jews a favor 

e. What about Drusilla? 
i. She was attending a gala with her son in the famous city of Pompeii when Mount 

Vesuvius erupted in AD 79 – they were both killed 
1. The convenient time never came for her 


